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New York, N. Y., l':Iay 5 -- A new semi-popular :na gazine 

designed to interpret rapid strides being made in the science of 

. phy s i cs will appe ar today as t :'le Anerican Institute of Physics 

publishes t h e first issue of Physics Today. 

The ne vi maga zine, under the editors'.:iip of iJavid A. Katcher, 

physicist and science writer, will appear monthly. Most of its 

articles will be written by scientists. The major article in the 

first 4O-page issue is 11 Trends in A:nerican Science," by ·Dr. Vannevar 

Bush, wartime director of the Office of Scientific Research and 

De velopment and now director of t he Research and Development Board. 

A department, "Notes from Abroad," contains reports of post­

war trends in physical research in England, Netherlands, and Italy 

by physicists from t ho se countries, who, along with representatives 

of other countries, will be rer;ular contributors. A "Washington 

Letter" reports e,overnment developments related to physics. New 

books in the field of physics are reviewed, "Journal Notes, 11 

another departme nt, carries brief non-technical resumes of technical 

articles from other physics publications, and "News and Views" 

reports on professional activities. Physics Today tarries adver-

tising and is intended to be self-supporting. 
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The new magazine is edited for readers in fields other 

t h an physics, Mr. Katcher said. The need for it, h e said, has 

r rown out of the tendency for fields of research to become so 

highly specialized that only the research workers within a special-

izod field know and understand what is happe ning . 

" Physics Today, 11 :,Ir. ~Catc:1er said, 11 is for t :1e physicist, 

to inform '1im in comfortable, every day language , of what coe s on 

ancl w:1y and who c oos where . . But it is also f or the chemist, the 

b i olo s ist, and t he eng ineer, to tell them of t ~e science towards 

whic11. t :rny are drive n by so na ny of the ir inve stigations ; it is 

f or t :10 - student, t:1e teacher, the lawyer, the doc tor, and all v:ho 

are curious about p:1ysics; it is for administra tive officers who 

deal with rese arch; it is for editors ~nd writers whose profession 

puts them midwa y b cJ tween what is done and how it is reported." 

The American Institute of Physics whic~ publishes the new 

mara zine is made u p of the tachnical societies in the f ield of 

physics and about ten thousand individual membe r s who are physicists 

and o thers int o r ested in physics. The Institute also publishes 

eirht technical j ourpals in the field of physics. 

In ~is a rticle, Dr. Bush said that there is a postwar trend 

toward gre at e r recornition of t h e importance of basic scientific 

r esearch in tho United States which is a departure from the tradi­

tional ompl1as is on e-adgetoerinc. 'rh is trend, he said, is marked 

both in 6overnment and public by "a conviction, apparently deep 

and widespread, t ~1at t :1e whole g a1:1ut of tho scientific effort is 

worthy of support, and t hat basic science in particular should be 

furt:1ered." 
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• "This, 11 he said, 11 is a very heal thy sign, and it may indi­

cate that we acquired a considerable a.mount of intellectual matur­

ity, as well as a shock, at finding ourselves, from our war expe­

riences, an inseparable part of a turbule1it world. 11 

A report and analysis of a recent International Conference 

on Color Vision in London is given by Dr. David L. MacAdam, a 

membAr of t he Scientific Com."llittee of the Kodalr Laboratories. 

i
1Physics and Cancer" is the title of an article by 

Dr. Arthur K ~ Solomon, of the Harvard i\Tedical Sc::iool, in which he 
, 

discusses the contribution of physics to the study of cancer. 

Stephen White, science writer for the New York Herald 

Tribune, is author of an article, "A Newsman Looks at Physicists," 

in which the needs of the newspaper reader are interpreted to the 

physicist. 

The front cover of the first issue carries a pl10tograph of 

the famous hat of J. Robert Oppenheimer, theoretical physicist, 

on tl~ 184-inch cyclotron at Berkeley, California. 
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