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insure a better understanding of the environmental
significance of developments in atomic technology to
this and future generations. It was also recommended
that techniques for monitoring worldwide fall-out be
improved, measurements of radiation storage in the
stratosphere be extended, a national agency control
and keep records of all dumping of radioactive mate-
rial in the ocean, an international body establish stand-
ards for marine and air disposal of radioactive mate-
rials as soon as possible, research on marine disposal be
carried out on a cooperative international basis, and
that buildings housing reactors near populated areas be
sealed against release of radioactive materials in event
of accident.

Fellowships and Grants
The US Government has again announced the

availability of university lecturing and advanced re-
search grants under the Fulbright Act for the academic
year 1957-58. To be eligible, an applicant must be a
US citizen having a doctoral degree and at least one
year of college or university teaching experience; he
should also be proficient enough in the language of the
country for which he is applying to carry out the pro-
posed activity. Awards are issued for one country only
and applicants should specify a first choice and may
list one alternative country. Fulbright lectureships and
advanced research awards in physics for the coming
year are available in Austria, Belgium, Chile, Denmark,
France, Germany, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Nor-
way, and the United Kingdom and its colonial terri-
tories. Applications must be postmarked no later than
October 1, 1956, and should be mailed to the Confer-
ence Board of Associated Research Councils, Commit-
tee on International Exchange of Persons, 2101 Consti-
tution Avenue, Washington 25, D. C.

In addition, grants for lecturing abroad under the
Smith-Mundt Act will be available in approximately
thirty countries (in Latin America, the Near East, Af-
rica, the Far East, and Europe) which are not partici-
pating in the Fulbright Program. These grants will be
made available in response to requests submitted by
interested institutions abroad to the Department of
State through its Foreign Service Posts. Most grants
will be for nine-month periods, but several may be
available for a single semester or a summer session.
Eligibility consists of US citizenship, and a recognized
standing as mature scholars in the field of choice with
at least one year of experience teaching on the univer-
sity level in the US or abroad. In some cases, knowl-
edge of the language of the host country is also neces-
sary. Those interested should register with the Confer-
ence Board Committee from whose register requests of
the State Department will be filled.

Applications will be accepted through September
4th for the second group of senior postdoctoral fellow-
ships to be awarded by the National Science Founda-
tion during the current calendar year. Fellowships will
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be awarded in mathematical, physical, medical, biologi-
cal, engineering, and other sciences, in certain inter-
disciplinary fields, and in areas of convergence between
the natural and social sciences. Names of successful
fellowship candidates will be announced on October
16th. Candidates must be US citizens with demon-
strated ability and special aptitude for advanced train-
ing and productive scholarship in the sciences. In addi-
tion, candidates must have at least five years experi-
ence beyond the science doctorate or its equivalent.
Fellows will be selected on the basis of ability as evi-
denced by letters of recommendation and other evi-
dence of attainment. Annual stipends from $2000 to
$10 000, adjusted to match as closely as feasible the
regular salaries of the award recipients, may be applied
toward study or research in an accredited nonprofit in-
stitution of higher learning in the United States or
abroad. A limited allowance to aid in defraying costs
of travel will also be available. Applications and fur-
ther details may be obtained from the Division of Sci-
entific Personnel and Education, National Science
Foundation, Washington 25, D. C.

Bell Telephone Laboratories graduate fellowships
for 1956 have been awarded to 15 outstanding doctoral
students under a new program established to encourage
study and research in engineering and science related
to communications technology. Each fellowship is for
one year and carries a grant of $2000 for the fellow
and an additional $2000 for tuition, fees, and other
costs of the school of his choice.

von Neumann Receives Fermi Award
The first Enrico Fermi Award, comprising a medal,

a citation, and $50 000, was conferred in April on
Atomic Energy Commissioner John von Neumann in
recognition of his outstanding contributions both to the
theory and to the design and construction of fast com-
puting machines. The award is authorized by a section
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, which provides that
the Atomic Energy Commission, upon the recommenda-
tion of the General Advisory Committee and with the
approval of the President, may grant an award for any
especially meritorious contribution to the development,
use, or control of atomic energy. The one previous
award made under this authorization was presented to
the late Enrico Fermi in November 1954. Following a
recommendation of the General Advisory Committee,
the Commission subsequently announced that the
award would bear Fermi's name and that it would be
made on an international basis not more often than
annually.

In announcing the award, the AEC released the text
of the following statement by the General Advisory
Committee:

Dr. von Neumann is one of the great mathematicians
of this generation and has achieved world renown. He
has made fundamental contributions to theoretical
physics. In the field of probability and theoretical

PHYSICS TODAY


