
Congress plans to update 
small business R&D programs
Two federal programs that provide tech-
nology maturation grants to small busi-
nesses are set to expire at the end of the 
fiscal year on 30 September. The Small 
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
and Small Business Technology Transfer 
(STTR) programs together allocate 
around $5 billion annually and are 
broadly popular, but they have been 
authorized for only a few years at a time; 
Congress has had to repeatedly extend 
them. Lawmakers have begun discuss-
ing potential reforms, including expand-
ing research security measures and pri-
oritizing funding for new applicants.

Protecting small business R&D from 
foreign exploitation, particularly by the 
Chinese government, was a central 
theme in a hearing held by the House 
Small Business Committee in late Febru-
ary. Shortly before the hearing took 
place, Republican lawmakers sent letters 

to the 11 federal agencies that administer 
SBIR and STTR grants to request that 
they examine the programs’ potential 
vulnerabilities.

The Senate Small Business and Entre-
preneurship Committee also discussed 
potential reforms to the programs during 
a hearing in early March. Committee 
Chair Joni Ernst (R-IA) has proposed 
legislation that would give the programs 
the ability to claw back funds from busi-
nesses that expose intellectual property 
to adversaries. The legislation would 
also set aside a large fraction of the SBIR 
budget for awards to new applicants, 
among other measures designed to re-
duce funding for companies that contin-
ually receive awards. 	�  —lm

Staffing losses roil federal 
science agencies
Since President Trump took office in 
January, federal science agencies are 
down thousands of employees due to a 

combination of layoffs of probationary 
employees, deferred resignation offers, 
and reductions in force (RIFs). Some of 
the probationary employee layoffs have 
been challenged in court, and some have 
been reversed, but the same employees 
may ultimately be subject to RIFs, which 
are less open to legal challenges.

The exact size of the staffing cutbacks 
at science agencies remains unclear. As 
Physics Today went to press in mid-March, 
the losses included more than 2500 people 
at the Department of Energy, NOAA, and 
the National Institutes of Health. NSF 
fired more than 80 probationary employ-
ees but was in the process of rehiring 
most of them, and NIST fired around 70 
probationary employees.� —lm PT
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For more information on this year’s 
Rossi Fellowship, scan QR code.

The Bruno Rossi Fellowship 
offers a highly competitive 
salary and $500K in startup 
funds for:
•	Equipment
•	Research	consumables
•	Conference	travel
•	The	opportunity	to	hire	a	postdoc,	
	 grad	student,	or	research	associate

Fellows	will	also	have	access	to	an	
NNSS	mentor	and	state-of-the-art	
facilities	and	technology.

The Nevada National Security Sites is proud to announce the 
Bruno Rossi Distinguished Postdoctoral Fellowship in Science and Technology, 
established in honor of Dr. Bruno Rossi, an experimental physicist that developed 
novel instrumentation to capture extremely fast physics with the limited 
electronics of his time. This prestigious fellowship aims to inspire the next 
generation of researchers to drive advancements in national security.

The Bruno Rossi Distinguished Postdoctoral Fellowship is a three-year program 
for recent PhD graduates (within five years of graduation) in physics, engineering, 
computer science, and applied mathematics. In its inaugural year, the fellowship 
focuses on accelerator beam science and target interactions, which supports 
critical operational needs, advanced concepts, and innovative diagnostics for 
our 22.4 MeV linear induction accelerator (Scorpius).

Specific initiatives include 
beam-target interaction models 
with diagnostics systems and 
methods to measure key 
accelerator characteristics, 
machine tuning, and machine
reliability; cross-cutting 
solutions for beam science and 
x-ray generation; and accelerator 
science and technology 
maturation.


