aseball legend Yogi Berra and physics legend
Niels Bohr both observed, “it's fough to make
predictions, especially about the future.”

True enough, buf conjecturing about what is fo come is an
exercise that can be hard to resist. In April of this year,
PHYSICS ToDAY published an article by Frank Wilczek
entitled “Physics in 100 years,” in which he ruminated on
what physicists might accomplish in the coming century. By
his own admission, Wilczek was “crazily selective” in what
he chose fo discuss, sothe editorial staff invited our readers
tojoininthe prognostication game: We announced a contest
challenging you to submit a news sfory reporfing on an
exciting discovery or technical advance that occurred in
2116. In the ensuing pages you will find Robert Austin's
winning enfry abouf a telescope built from polished
asteroids. That essay is followed by three other submissions
that particularly impressed us.

In the nearly 200 entries we received, several themes
recurred. Those include new understandings of funda-
mental physics, wonders achieved with black holes or
gravitational waves, and fantastic accomplishments aided
by advanced artificial intelligences; indeed, incredibly
sophisticated computers play a starring role in three of the
four following essays. Those themes may sound familiar if
you read Wilczek's piece. Why so few enfries tackled the
future of condensed-matter physicsisa possibly significant
mystery.

Wilczek's article concluded that “brilliant prospects lie
ahead,” and his upbeat fone was echoed in virfually all of
the submissions we received. Our imaginative contestants
saw fthe frontiers of knowledge as continuously advanc-
ing and a few even explicifly described how scienfific
advances improved fthe quality of life for all humankind.
May it be so.

ART BY SCOTT RICHARD

STEVEN K. BLAU

Steve Blau is a senior editor at PHYSICS TODAY.
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