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ous chapters by formulating common
questions regarding the cosmic censor-
ship conjecture and additional proper-
ties of black holes and naked singulari-
ties. He answers those questions directly
based on current knowledge and does
not shy away from pointing out open is-
sues. For scientists who are interested in
studying gravitational collapse, this sec-
tion will be valuable.

The book concludes with a discussion
of the observational signatures of naked
singularities and how those objects can
be distinguished from black holes. And
it discusses possible observations of
quantum gravity effects. The extreme
conditions near a naked singularity
allow processes at such high energies
that we might indeed be able to see evi-
dence for a unification of quantum me-
chanics and general relativity. That
would make naked singularities—if they
are observed—an exciting laboratory for
the discovery of new physics.

Although meant for a popular audi-
ence, The Story of Collapsing Stars pre -
sents the open research questions so
clearly that it can also serve as a valuable
starting point for scientists and students
considering research in the area of grav-
itational collapse.

Norman Gürlebeck
University of Bremen

Bremen, Germany
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