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Readers who want more details can
contact me or consult the works cited in
reference 4. I think it is high time we
abolished antiquated approaches to
teaching quantum theory along with
the shifty split that confuses both stu-
dents and their instructors.
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■ David Mermin’s exposition on
QBism was excellent. However, it left
the reconciliation between subjective
and objective probability up in the air.
There must be circumstances in which
the subjective probabilities of different
scientifically trained agents coincide,
and hence the subjective and objective
approaches also coincide. Quantum
mechanics reminds us, if such a re-
minder is needed, that the human expe-
riences that produce coinciding subjec-
tive probabilities, and hence interesting
science, form a small subset of all
human experiences. 

Ching Hung Woo
Vista, California

■ Some time ago, John Bell and I wrote
a tongue-in-cheek article on the inter-
pretation of quantum mechanics;1 in it
we remarked that only a minority of
physicists had any interest in the topic
and that the typical physicist thought he
would understand it “if ever he can
spare twenty minutes to think about it.”
According to David Mermin, however,
that situation has changed dramatically,
and “new interpretations [of quantum
mechanics] appear every year.” 

Actually, most textbooks on the sub-
ject continue to be based on the well-
 established Born interpretation of
quantum mechanics, which postulates
that the absolute square of the Schrö -
dinger wavefunction, projected onto a
particular quantum state, gives the
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