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measures that allow comparisons of
real-world networks to mathematical
idealizations.

In chapter seven, the authors discuss
recent research findings, including
some they themselves have published;
they somehow avoid being dogmatic in
their presentation. Among the new
results described is a generalization of
linear response theory clarifying a mis-
conception that appeared in the physics
literature a few years ago. The general-
ization is used to explain how infor -
mation transfer between complex net-
works depends on the measures of
complexity. It is also used to derive a
generalized Onsager principle.

West and Grigolini artfully develop
mathematical models for understand-
ing data sets drawn from a variety of
venues, and they highlight examples,
anecdotes, and historical vignettes that
bring the mathematics and its applica-
tion to life. Consequently, Complex Webs
presents a distinctive perspective that
makes it stand out. I strongly recom-
mend this remarkable book to those
interested in learning the mathematical
underpinnings of the science of net-
works and, more importantly, to those
thinking of teaching a course in it.

H. Eugene Stanley
Boston University

Boston, Massachusetts
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