
photos from Oppenheimer’s life, and
historic film and TV footage. The pro-
gram, part of the PBS American Experi-
ence series, was written, produced, and
directed by David Grubin. BMS

Dubai forum. “The Biology of Busi-
ness—Learning from Nature to Under-
stand Business” was the title of Geof-
frey West’s talk last November at the
fifth annual Leaders in Dubai Business
Forum. West, a physicist and the presi-
dent of the Santa Fe Institute, was the
first scientist to be invited to participate
in the forum.

West was asked to attend, according

to a Leaders in Dubai spokesperson, be-
cause his “scientific theories are directly
related to the business world” and be-
cause the forum last year wanted to
“provoke new ways of thinking and see
a new viewpoint on why businesses and
organizations behave the way they do.”
What caught the organizers’ attention,
says West, “was work I’ve done show-
ing why the pace of life increases, and
why we have to be innovating at an ac-
celerated rate.”

In Dubai, West shared the stage with
the likes of Mohamed ElBaradei, direc-
tor general of the International Atomic
Energy Agency; Rudolph Giuliani, for-
mer mayor of New York City; and
James Wolfensohn, former World Bank
president. The forum was attended by
some 1500 business leaders from across
the Middle East. TF

Preventing an attack. A terrorist attack
using a weapon of mass destruction is
likely to occur somewhere in the world
before the end of 2013, unless concerted
and urgent international actions are
taken, a congressionally chartered com-
mission has warned. Although a bioter-
ror attack is more likely than one in-
volving a nuclear explosive, the
Commission on the Prevention of
Weapons of Mass Destruction Prolifer-
ation and Terrorism said in its 2 De-

cember report that the nuclear threat
continues to increase as North Korea
and Iran gain nuclear weapons capabil-
ities. In addition to recommending re -
invigoration of the nonproliferation
agenda, the bipartisan commission,
chaired by former senators Bob Graham
(D-FL) and Jim Talent (R-MO), called
for a “radical revamp” of US policy to-
ward Pakistan, which it described as
“the crossroads of proliferation and ter-
rorism.” The US must use diplomatic,
military, and economic means to work
with Pakistan and other governments
in the region to eliminate terrorist safe
havens, it said.

Among the commission’s recom-
mendations are the establishment of an
international nuclear fuel bank to sup-
ply reactor fuel to, and take back spent
fuel from, nations that pledge to not ac-
quire their own fuel production capac-
ity, and the provision of additional au-
thorities and more funding for the
International Atomic Energy Agency.
And, in what panel member Henry
Sokolski of the Nonproliferation Policy
Education Center described as “a radi-
cal recommendation,” the commission
said that US subsidies for the promo-
tion of nuclear power in other nations
should be discouraged.

The commission’s report is available
at http://www.preventwmd.gov.    DK �
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