
CERN–ITER coopera-
tion. Officials for the
ITER international fu-
sion energy prototype

reactor and CERN have signed an agree-
ment to cooperate on technological and
administrative matters. The five-year
pact will allow the €5 billion fledgling
fusion project to tap the managerial ex-
pertise of the 54-year-old European cen-
ter for particle physics as ITER prepares
to increase its workforce from its current
260 full-time staff to as many as 700 per-
manent employees when experimental
operations get under way about 10 years
from now in Cadarache, France. Fi-
nance, human resources, and purchas-
ing are potential areas of cooperation.
Representing 20 nations, CERN is an ob-
vious prototype for the 7-party ITER, al-
though the partner nations of ITER are
drawn from across the globe. The agree-
ment also facilitates collaborations on
technologies that are common to both
projects, such as superconducting mag-
nets, cryogenics, controls, data acquisi-
tion, and civil engineering.

news
notes

CERN director general Robert
Aymar, who hosted the signing cere-
mony in March, knows both projects
well, having served as the ITER director
general until moving to CERN in 2004.
An ITER spokesman described the pact
as an umbrella legal agreement with no
spending levels specified. If funds
change hands between the two organi-
zations, it will be in the form of con-
sulting fees. DK

Luring excellence to Canada. Canada’s
2008 budget includes two programs to
recruit top scientists from around the
world. In one, 20 awards each totaling
Can$10 million (US$9.8 million) over
seven years will go to universities that
attract premier researchers. These
Canada Global Excellence Research
Chairs will be in the areas of health, en-
vironment, natural resources and en-
ergy, and information and communica-
tion technologies. In the other, 500
graduate students a year  will win Vanier
scholarships, each worth Can$50 000 a
year for three years. Industry Canada,
the ministry that oversees most physical
sciences research, compares the in-
tended prestige of these new interna-
tionally competitive scholarships to
Rhodes and Fulbright grants in the UK
and US, respectively.

“The government wants to up the
ante on world-class excellence. They
don’t want to simply spread the money

around,” says Indira Samarasekera,
president of the University of Alberta in
Edmonton. “We will immediately get
our faculty to identify people around
the world, Canadians living abroad and
others,” to sponsor for global chairs, she
says, “and we will look at committing
resources of our own.” Thanks to oil,
Alberta is a prosperous province, she
adds. “We have a Can$400 million sci-
ence building under construction, and a
lot of other new buildings. We will use
that as a hook in competing against
other universities.”

The global chairs and the Vanier
graduate grants are aligned with
Canada’s science and technology strat-
egy, which was outlined in a May 2007
report, Mobilizing Science and Technology
to Canada’s Advantage. TF �
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http://www.vuw.ac.nz/scps-demos
Like their colleagues around the world, physics
teachers in New Zealand struggle to engage their
pupils in a tough but rewarding science. The New
Zealand Physics Teachers’ Resource Bank offers
nearly 100 demonstrations, both online and offline,
to meet that challenge.

http://www-outreach.phy.cam.ac.uk/camphy
Since 1874, students and researchers at the University 
of Cambridge have done experiments at the Cavendish 
Laboratory. The lab’s outreach website offers a tour of the
lab’s museum and information about current research and
future plans.

http://www.funderstanding.com/k12/coaster
The testing services company Funderstanding
has created an online Roller Coaster simulator.
The Java applet lets you adjust the heights of the
hills, the mass of the vehicle, and other quantities
to make the ride more or less thrilling or even
dangerous. Children can use the simulator to
learn about concepts in classical mechanics.
Adult physicists can use it to test their intuition.

and determinism, he says, were tradi-
tionally in the realm of philosophy and
are now a part of physics. “It is my pas-

sion to investigate
these problems as
they are present in
physical theories.”
For Heller, science
and religion inhabit
“two nonintersect-
ing planes. They are
methodically differ-
ent, they require
conceptually differ-
ent equipment. But
they interact with
each other—they

did that in history very often.”
Under communism, the Polish au-

thorities were officially antipathetic to
both religion and intellectualism. But,
Heller says, “to be in such a system is in
a sense enriching because you can bet-
ter know human nature and human stu-
pidity.” Both professions, he adds, “re-
quire an entire human life. But it was
easy, for me at least: I just followed my
passions.”

Heller says his Templeton money
will go toward founding the Coperni-
cus Center “to further research and ed-
ucation in science and theology as an
academic discipline.” The center traces
back to an interdisciplinary discussion
group originally formed in the 1960s by
Karol Wojtyła, the future Pope John
Paul II.

Toni Feder
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Letters and opinions are encouraged
and should be sent by e-mail to 
ptletters@aip.org (using your surname
as “Subject”), or by standard mail to
Letters, PHYSICS TODAY, American Cen-
ter for Physics, One Physics Ellipse,
College Park, MD 20740-3842. Please
include your name, affiliation, mailing
address, e-mail address, and daytime
phone number on your attachment or
letter. You can also contact us online at
http://www.physicstoday.org/pt/
contactus.jsp. We reserve the right to
edit submissions.


