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action of Mesons with Matter, Production of Mesons
in Cosmic Radiation, and Occurrence of Mesons in
Cosmic Radiation.

The casual reader in this field is often puzzled and
dismayed by the confusing choice of names for mesons.
Dr. Thorndike has clearly described each meson and its
properties including the phenomenologically defined <r
and p mesons, first defined by the Bristol group.

The reviewer can recommend this book as an excel-
lent elementary introduction to the field of meson phys-
ics. If more detail both experimental and mathematical
is desired, it can be followed by references to the litera-
ture and to a new book by Professor Marshak entitled
Meson Physics (McGraw-Hill Book Company, New
York City, 1952). The field of meson physics is ex-
panding rapidly and, as one expects, a great deal of
new information has become available during the past
year and following the editing date of this book. As an
example, the reader is referred to the Proceedings of
the Third Annual Rochester Conference on High-Energy
P h > s i c s R. Ronald Rau
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High-Energy Nuclear Physics
Last December, more than 100 physicists attended

the Third Annual Rochester Conference to discuss ex-
perimental and theoretical advances in high-energy nu-
clear physics. The University of Rochester has now
printed the Proceedings of the conference, copies of
which may be obtained from Interscience Publishers,
Inc., 250 Fifth Avenue, New York City, at a price of
$2.00. The May 1953 issue of Physics Today contained
a summary of the conference written by H. P. Noyes
of the Rochester physics department, one of the editors
of the present volume. The other editors are M. Camac
and W. D. Walker. The National Science Foundation
served as a co-sponsor of the conference, together with
a group of Rochester industries that had also provided
support for the first two conferences.

Mass Spectroscopy
The Proceedings of a symposium on Mass Spectros-

copy in Physics Research, held at the National Bureau
of Standards September 6-8, 1951, includes papers pre-
sented by outstanding physicists from the United States
and ten other countries. Although several chemistry con-
ferences have been concerned with the role of mass
spectroscopy in research and analysis, the 1951 NBS
symposium provided physicists with their first com-
parable opportunity to discuss advances in mass spec-
troscopy of particular interest in the field of physics.
The volume, which in most cases gives a fairly com-
plete record of the discussions following the papers,
summarizes a decade of work in mass spectroscopy and
its use in physics research. (National Bureau of Stand-
ards Circular 522; 273 pp.; order from Government
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C, $1.75.)
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