US Naval Research Laboratory in
Washington, DC; and Ekimov is princi-
pal scientist at Nanocrystal Lighting
Corp in Elmsford, New York.

Donald R. Scifres received the John
Tyndall Award, cosponsored with the
IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers)/Lasers and Electro-
Optics Society, “for seminal contribu-
tions to semiconductor laser diode
technology that powers the optical fiber
networks and as an entrepreneur in cre-
ating one of the premier companies that
brings to practice the semiconductor
diode laser technology to serve the fiber
optics industry.” Scifres founded and is
managing director of SDL Ventures, an
investment firm focusing on technol-
ogy startups, and is chairman of a sub-
sidiary, SDL Capital, both based in Los
Altos, California. Scifres received the
award last March.

Fields Medals

awarded to four

The 2006 recipients of the Fields
Medal—considered by mathematicians
around the world to be equivalent to the
Nobel Prize —were named in August at
the International Congress of Mathe-
maticians during a ceremony in
Madrid. The International Mathemati-
cal Union awards the honors every four
years to mathematicians under 40.

For the first time in the prestigious
prize’s 40-year history, one of this year’s
recipients turned down the medal and
$9500 purse and declined to attend the
August ceremony. Grigori Perelman,
whose work may have resolved two
outstanding problems in topology, the
Poincaré conjecture and the Thurston
geometrization conjecture, refused the
prize after receiving a personal visit
and invitation to the ceremony from Sir
John Ball, IMU president. Perelman,
who last December left his job of some
years as a researcher at the Steklov In-
stitute of Mathematics in St. Petersburg,
Russia, had been named as a recipient
of the medal “for his contributions to
geometry and his revolutionary in-
sights into the analytical and geometric
structure of the Ricci flow,”” according
to the award citation.

The other three recipients, who ac-
cepted their awards and attended the
ceremony, are as follows.

Wendelin Werner, professor of math-
ematics at the Université de Paris-Sud
and at the Ecole Normale Supérieure,
also in Paris, received the medal “for his
contributions to the development of sto-
chastic Loewner evolution, the geometry
of two-dimensional Brownian motion,

www.physicstoday.org

___PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

INT'L CONGRESS OF MATHEMATICIANS

and conformal field theory.”

Andrei Okounkov, a mathematics
professor at Princeton University, was
named “for his contributions bridging
probability, representation theory, and
algebraic geometry.”

Terence Tao, who won the medal “for
his contributions to partial differential
equations, combinatorics, harmonic
analysis, and additive number theory,”
is a mathematics professor at UCLA.

obituaries

PHYSICS TODAY has changed the way
it publishes obituaries. Some will
continue fo appear in print, but most
will be available only online (see
PHYsICS TODAY, October 2005, page
10). Subscribers can visit http://
www.physicstoday.org/obits to noti-
fy the community about a colleague’s
death and submit obituaries up to
750 words, comments, or reminis-
cences. Each month, recently posted
material will be summarized here, in
print. Select online obituaries will
later appear in print.

Hershel
Markovitz

Hershel Markovitz, emeritus professor
of mechanics and polymer science in
the department of chemistry at
Carnegie Mellon University, died on
29 August 2006 in Jerusalem. He is
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