tute to help scientists sell science-
based scripts to Hollywood.

Heuton, for her part, is eager to
take the bait: “In the future we would
definitely be looking at developing
more shows that celebrate rationality,
thought, intellectual progress,” she
says. Paul Guinnessy

Task Force Calls for
Weapons Lab

Consolidation

US Department of Energy task
force has recommended in a re-
port that the three DOE weapons lab-
oratories be consolidated as part of a
major restructuring of the US nuclear
weapons program. The restructuring
would also include the design of a new
nuclear “reliable replacement war-
head” that “should lead to a family of
modern nuclear weapons.” The report
was completed in July by the nuclear
weapons complex infrastructure task
force under the auspices of the Secre-
tary of Energy Advisory Board.
Secretary of Energy Samuel Bod-
man said in early September that he
couldn’t comment on the specifics of
the report until the end of the month,
“but I have read the report and it is
serious work by serious people and it
makes significant recommendations
that will have technical, engineering,
and managerial impact.” The recom-
mendation to consolidate the labs
would be politically sensitive “with
leaders in Congress who have an in-
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http://www.bluesci.org

BlueSci is a print and online magazine devoted to
making science accessible to a broad readership. Now
entering its second year, the magazine is produced once
a term by students and postdocs at the University of

Cambridge in England.

http://www.genealogy.ams.org

David Hilbert (1862—-1943) had 73 students. Some of those

terest in particular labs,” he said.
Any restructuring “will have to have
the blessing of Congress.”

The report calls for the creation of
a “consolidated nuclear production
center,” to which much of the nuclear
material currently at the weapons
labs would be moved. The report crit-
icizes the weapons labs—Los Alamos,
Sandia, and Lawrence Livermore na-
tional laboratories—for consuming
two-thirds of the nuclear weapons
budget while they “routinely compete
with each other and set their own re-
quirements as justification for new
facilities and redundant research
funding in the fear that one labora-
tory may become superior.”

The report doesn’t specify how the
labs should be consolidated, but con-
cludes that “the status quo is neither
technically credible, nor financially
sustainable. Some action must be
taken. The task force has proposed a
path which ... will require leader-
ship and crisp decisions and must be
molded to meet political and financial
realities. The transformation should
begin now.”

The task force was chaired by
physicist David Overskei, president
of the California-based Decision Fac-
tors Inc, a complex-systems manage-
ment firm. Hermann Grunder, a re-
tired director of both Argonne
National Laboratory and Jefferson
Lab, and John Crawford, former
deputy laboratory director at Sandia,
were also on the task force.

Jim Dawson

students, like Hermann Weyl (1885-1955), also had students—who had
students, and so on. Hilbert’s academic descendants now total 11 407.
To investigate the academic family trees of Hilbert, Weyl, and other
mathematicians, visit the Mathematics Genealogy Project.

http://www.pnas.org/contents-by-date.0.shtml
DNTA Q For some time, research papers in the Proceedings of the

National Academy of Sciences have been available free of
charge six months after publication. Now, free access to the jour-

I
ﬁ*. nal’s contents extends all the way back to volume 1, issue 1,

l L. 1 which appeared on 15 January 1915.

I To suggest topics or sites for Web Watch, please visit
http .//www physicstoday.org/suggestwebwatch.html.
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