ASA Bestows Awards

in Nashville

t the 145th meeting of the Acousti-

cal Society of America, which took
place in Tennessee recently, five indi-
viduals were recognized for their con-
tributions to the field.

Richard H. Lyon received ASA’s
top honor, the Gold Medal. Lyon, pro-
fessor emeritus of mechanical engi-
neering at MIT
and president
of RH Lyon
Corp in Cam-
bridge, Massa-
chusetts, was
recognized for
his “sustained
leadership and
ex-tensive con-
tributions in
the application
of statistical
concepts to
structural acoustics and noise.”

The R. Bruce Lindsay Award went
to Dani Byrd for her “research in
motor control and timing in speech
production.” Byrd is an associate pro-
fessor of linguistics at the University
of Southern California.

Brian C. J. Moore, the professor of
auditory perception in the department
of experimental psychology at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, received the Sil-
ver Medal in Psychological and Physi-
ological Acoustics. Moore was honored
for his “contributions to understanding
human auditory perception, especially
the perceptual consequences of periph-
eral frequency analysis in normal and
impaired listeners.”

The society’s Helmholtz—Rayleigh
Interdisciplinary Silver Medal was
presented to Arthur B. Baggeroer
for his “applications of model-based
signal processing to underwater
acoustics and for contributions to Arc-
tic acoustics.” He is the Ford Profes-
sor of Engineering and the Secretary
of the Navy/Chief of Naval Operations
Chair for Ocean Science in the de-
partments of ocean and electrical en-
gineering at MIT.

“The development of underwater
sound measurements to determine
rainfall rate and type at sea” garnered
the Medwin Prize in Acoustical
Oceanography for Jeffrey A.
Nystuen, principal oceanographer in
the air—sea remote sensing group at
the University of Washington’s ap-
plied physics lab in Seattle.
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We Hear That

Scientists Honored
for Work in
Geophysics

he European Geophysical Society

(EGS) awarded medals to 13 indi-
viduals at a ceremony in Nice, France,
this past April.

Gotz Paschmann received the
Hannes Alfvén Medal for his “outstand-
ing contributions to the exploration and
understanding of the magnetospheric
boundaries and fundamental proc-
esses governing the interactions with
the solar wind.” He is a senior scien-
tist with the Max Planck Institute for
Extraterrestrial Physics in Garching,
Germany, and directs the Interna-
tional Space Science Institute, in
Bern, Switzerland.

In bestowing its David Bates
Medal on Eberhard Griin, EGS ac-
knowledged Griin’s “innovative exper-
imental and wide-ranging scientific
contributions to dust research
throughout the heliosphere.” He is a
professor of physics at the University
of Heidelberg in Germany and a re-
searcher at both the Max Planck In-
stitute for Nuclear Physics and the
Hawaii Institute of Geophysics and
Planetology.

The Vilhelm Bjerknes Medal went
to Joost A. Businger for his “funda-
mental contributions to the under-
standing of atmospheric turbulence
and boundary layer processes and
structure.” He is a professor emeritus
of atmospheric sciences and geophysics
at the University of Washington.

EGS presented its John Dalton
Medal to Murugesu Sivapalan, pro-
fessor of environmental engineering
at the University of Western Aus-
tralia, Crawley (in Perth). He was rec-
ognized for his “pioneering contribu-
tions to advancing the science of
catchment hydrology.”

Georges Vachaud received the
Henry Darcy Medal for his “out-
standing contributions to the sustain-
able management of soil and ground-
water systems.” He is a researcher in
the field of soils physics and water re-
sources at CNRS and a professor at
the Laboratoire d’Etude des Trans-
ferts en Hydrologie et Environnement
at the University of Grenoble in
France.

The Beno Gutenberg Medal was
bestowed on Barbara Romanowicz
for her “outstanding contributions to
wide-ranging topics of theoretical

seismology and to the development of
broadband seismic networks on land
and in the oceans.” She is chair of the
department of Earth and planetary
science at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.

Véronique Dehant received the
Vening Meinesz Medal in recognition
of her “outstanding contributions to
the study of nutations of the Earth’s
axis of rotation and their implications
for the structure of the Earth’s core.”
Dehant heads the time, Earth rota-
tion, and space geodesy section at the
Royal Observatory of Belgium in
Brussels.

The Milutin Milankovi¢ Medal
went to John Imbrie, Henry L. Do-
herty Professor of Oceanography
Emeritus at Brown University. EGS
acknowledged his “leadership in the
systematic examination of the re-
sponse of the global climate system to
forcing by changes in the Earth—Sun
orbital geometry.”

Kurt Polzin received the Fridtjof
Nansen Medal in recognition of his
“pioneering contributions to the
measurement of mixing in the deep
ocean.” He is an associate scientist in
the physical oceanography depart-
ment at the Woods Hole Oceano-
graphic Institution in Woods Hole,
Massachusetts.

EGS awarded its Hans Oeschger
Medal to Sigfus Johnsen, associate
professor of geophysics at the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen’s Niels Bohr Insti-
tute. Johnsen was cited for his “out-
standing contributions to ice core
research through the modeling of
water isotopes and their use for paleo-
climate reconstruction.”

The Lewis Fry Richardson Medal
was given to Uriel Frisch for his “fun-
damental contributions to the under-
standing of turbulence.” Frisch is a re-
searcher at CNRS in the Observatoire
de la Cote d’Azur in Nice, France.

Raymundo S. Punongbayan re-
ceived the Sergey Soloviev Medal for
his “exceptional knowledge and skills
in understanding explosive volcanic
eruptions” that, according to EGS, “led
to the saving of thousands of lives dur-
ing the eruption of Mount Pinatubo in
1991.” He is the executive director of
the Earthquake and Megacities Ini-
tiative, a nonprofit organization in
Quezon City, Philippines.

For his “outstanding contributions
to the biogeosciences and to the bio-
geochemical cycle of carbonates,”
Peter Westbroek took home the
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