
24 January 2003    Physics Today

Circle number 10 on Reader Service Card

Gillett for many years. “It is fairly soon
after his death,” says Peter Michaud,
public information and outreach man-
ager at the observatory, “but Gillett was
so important to the Gemini project that
there was little argument over the ac-
tion.” The move touched widow Marian
Gillett. “The naming of the telescope,
which always looks up at the stars, just
as Fred did all his life, is a very appro-
priate way to remember him,” she says.
Currently, there are no plans to rename
Gemini South on Cerro Pachón in
Chile, says Michaud. PKG

Industrial science as history. The
Center for History of Physics at the
American Institute of Physics is
launching a $600 000, three-year
project designed to create a national
documentation strategy for identify-
ing and saving records of physicists
who work in industry. The idea for the
project grew out of earlier efforts that
created documentation strategies for
government contract laboratories and
multi-institutional research collabo-
rations, said Joe Anderson, associate
director of the history center.

The task may prove daunting be-
cause, although European industries
have a long tradition of archiving doc-
uments, very few American corpora-
tions maintain in-house archives to
document their own R&D, Anderson
said. A background document for the
project noted that “American archi-
vists lack both the financial resources
and conceptual framework to pre-
serve the history of industrial R&D.
The resulting dearth of significant
and readily accessible documentary
sources has limited the ability of his-
torians, policymakers, and other
scholars to explore in detail one of the
most vital and productive sectors of
America’s industrial economy.”

The center is in the process of se-
lecting 15 companies that are among
the largest employers of physicists for
the study. NSF, the Avenir Foundation,
and Research Corporation are provid-
ing the lead funding for the project, and
negotiations are under way with other
potential supporters. JLD �
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