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‘Available Online’
Not Good News
to All

t is interesting—coincidental?—that
the January 2001 issue of PHYSICS
TODAY, with its pasted-on cover sheet

proclaiming “Everything in your
hands is available online,” also con-
tains a letter from Cynthia Cudaback
(page 70) saying, “Reading a paper on
the computer screen is uncomfortable,
hard on the eyes, and does not allow
marginal notes.” Amen!
I don’t want everything online.
I like to hold PHYSICS TODAY (and all
other books and publications) in my
hands, sit down in a comfortable
chair, and read. I want to be able to
change position and not be anchored
stiffly in place by a computer screen.
I want to flip the pages back and forth
at will and not have to wait for a page
to reload. I want to be able to leave
the magazine for a while and pick it
up again later without having to take
the time (sometimes a lot of time) to
go online again and find the Web site.
Electronic storage of journals and
the like is wonderful for research of
previously published papers and arti-
cles, and it certainly saves storage
space, but for the first time around,
give me the bound printed copy on
paper, please.
WOODLIEF THOMAS JR
(ThomTrav@aol.com)
Spencerport, New York

Correction

May 2001, page 39—Jagadeesh
Moodera is a research scientist at
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology’s Francis Bitter Magnet
Laboratory in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. |
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