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which, unfortunately, is in our grasp.
About nine years ago, I wrote

some memoirs, and “saved” them on
then-current computer diskettes.
Recently a publisher showed interest
in the text, but told me that current
computers cannot use the old normal-
density diskettes. So, with some
expense and trouble, I had the text
transferred to a single high-density
disk. But as it turned out, it was all
no use, because the word-processing
software, at the time the best avail-
able, is now completely obsolete!
Funny, not long ago one could read
without much trouble Egyptian, San-
skrit, and Aramaic texts that were
several thousand years old. Now, we
can’t even read something nine years
old. Where are we heading?

PAUL ROMAN
Ludenhausen, Germany

Nature Has the
Answers

In reviewing John Ziman’s book
Real Science: What It Is, and What

It Means, Craig McConnell and
Robert H. March (PHYSICS TODAY,
May 2001, page 57) explain that the
“objectivity” of research resides “not
in the individuals who practice it but
in the scientific community. . . .”

Acceptance is conferred by the scien-
tific community, objectivity from the
natural world, against which all sci-
entific ideas are eventually tested.
Individuals may be deluded; the
community may be ruled for a while
by religion or politics; but in the end,
Nature settles matters.

CHARLES W. MCCUTCHEN
Bethesda, Maryland

Galileo’s Sentence
Restated

In my letter in the August 2001
issue of PHYSICS TODAY (page 74), 

I stated that Galileo was excommu-
nicated from the Roman Catholic
church. I was mistaken. He was
never excommunicated, but was
summoned to Rome on suspicion of
heresy, forced to abjure, and sen-
tenced to life in prison; that sentence
was later commuted to house arrest.

MATTHEW HOUSLEY
mhousley@mailaps.org

Pleasant Grove, Utah

Correction
September 2001, page 50—Eli
Rotenberg is affiliated with Law-
rence Berkeley National Laboratory,
not Lawrence Livermore. �




