gifted man who definitely deserved a
place in Kannenberg’s article, con-
sidering that he was truly a “fiscal

physicist.”

JORGE MIRA PEREZ

(fajmirap@usc.es)

University of Santiago

Santiago de Compostela, Spain

In fact, Zermelo had been
appointed professor at Gottingen in
1905, during Klein’s tenure as top
dog.

DaviDp E. FISHER
(dfisher@miami.edu)
University of Miami
Coral Gables, Florida

Correcting the Record

on Jordan, Zermelo

he suggestion of Engelbert L.
Schucking (PHYSICS TODAY, Octo-
ber 1999, page 26) that Pascual Jor-
dan is still widely unknown outside
the physics community is quite cor-
rect. The 1997 edition of Chambers
Biographical Dictionary contains a
short paragraph on “(Ernst) Pascual
Jordan (1902- ) German theoretical
physicist.” Evidently, 17 years after
Jordan’s death, the editors of the dic-
tionary were not aware of it. Several
current popular biographical diction-
aries of scientists contain no men-
tion of Pascual Jordan at all. What
is more striking is that for many
years after World War II, even
physics students were hardly aware
of Jordan and his work. David
Bohm’s 1951 textbook Quantum The-
ory does not mention Jordan at all.
The 1958 4th edition of Paul Dirac’s
The Principles of Quantum Mechan-
ics makes no mention of Jordan.
Nor is he mentioned anywhere in
Richard Feynman’s Lectures on
Physics (1965). So for many years, he
remained the mysterious third party
in the-Born-Heisenberg—Jordan gen-
esis of matrix quantum mechanics,
an unmentionable person even to
students of quantum mechanics.
DAN AGIN
(dpa@scienceweek.com)
Science Week
Chicago, Illinois

hate to spoil a good joke, especially

one by Wolfgang Pauli, but the
Felix Klein comment recounted by
Engelbert Schucking is spoiled by
the facts. Schucking reports having
heard the joke when Pauli regaled
him and Pascual Jordan with anec-
dotes about Ernst Zermelo’s days as a
privatdozent at the University of Got-
tingen, when the math department
had been ruled by Klein. Schucking
tells us that Zermelo’s punch line,
“Felix Klein isn’t a mathematician,”
had then been topped by Pauli’s lacon-
ic remark, “Zermelo was not offered a
professorship at Géttingen.”
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Sticky Things Heat
Up, Cool Quickly

he article entitled “On Sticki-

ness” by Cyprien Gay and Lud-
wik Leibler (PHYSICS TODAY, Novem-
ber 1999, page 48) is excellent in its
coverage of most of the subject of
stickiness, but it misses one impor-
tant topic—the temperature changes
involved in the stretching of an
adhesive. It is well known that the
temperature in adhesive tape
increases rapidly and then falls just
as rapidly after separation. For
information on this topic, your read-
ers can consult Robert J. Good’s 1971
paper and my 1995 book.!

References
1. R. J. Good, in Aspects of Adhesion,
D. J. Alner, ed., U. of London P., Lon-
don, England (1971). H. H. Hull, Ther-
modynamics of Rheology, Society of
Plastic Engineers, Brookfield, Conn.
(1995), especially chap. 7, p. 53.
HARRY H. HULL
(hhh@icubed.net)
Sun City Center, Florida

Physical Information
Before Landauer

he article on the future of com-

puting by Joel Birnbaum and R.
Stanley Williams (PHYSICS TODAY,
January 2000, page 38) makes excit-
ing reading. Their allocation of cred-
its, however, leaves me a little
unsure.

The authors say Shakespeare
gave the lines “the fault, dear Bru-
tus, . ..” to Julius Caesar. Actually,
these are Cassius’s lines.! The full
quote is “The fault, dear Brutus, is
not in our stars, but in ourselves,
that we are underlings.” Julius
Caesar, who was not an underling,
would not have made this remark.

Also, Birnbaum and Williams give
the impression that Rolf Landauer
was the first to understand that
computation is physical and related
to entropy. I learned this point from
Léon Brillouin’s 1956 book,? but it
was pointed out to me that Edwin

Jaynes had already published these
results in 1957.3

I am not sure whether there was
cross influence between him and
Brillouin or not. Both discussed the
physical nature of information
quite independently of the electron-
ically mechanized logic gate. This
was at a time when digital comput-
ers still used vacuum tubes. (By the
way, Jaynes’s obituary appears in
the same January 2000 issue of
PHYSICS TODAY, page 71.)
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Book Purchases
Can Support Science

Education

Many of you are aware of the
struggle against creationist
exclusion of important ideas in cos-
mology, geology, and evolutionary
biology in Kansas and around the
nation’s K-12 schools. You can
donate to the cause of good science
education without additional
expense to yourself, whenever you
purchase books online. Kansas Citi-
zens for Science (www.kefs.org) and
the National Center for Science
Education (www.natcenscied.org)
have made arrangements with ven-
dors Barnes & Noble and Amazon
respectively. If you go first to the
organization’s website, then click on
the vendor icon, a percentage of
your purchase will be donated to
the organization.
ADRIAN L. MELOTT
(melott@kusmos.phsx.ukans.edu)
Lawrence, Kansas

Correction

November 1999, page 25—The
second part of the third sentence in
the figure 1 caption should read:
Foam wedges 1.2 m long on the
walls of the room make the room
strongly absorbing for wavelengths
shorter than 5 m, or frequencies
above 70 Hz. ]



