WE HEAR THAT

Lieb, Widom Given
Boltzmann Award

he International Union of Pure

and Applied Physics has jointly
honored Elliott Lieb and Benjamin
Widom with its 1998 Boltzmann
Award. The award, which is given
every three years, was presented this
year at the ITUPAP-sponsored 20th In-
ternational Conference on Statistical
Physics in Paris from 20-24 July. Lieb
is a professor of mathematical physics
and the Higgins Professor of Physics
at Princeton University. He was cited
for “his outstanding mathematical in-
vestigations of fundamental problems
in classical and quantum statistical
physics, including exact solutions of a
wide range of models with important
applications.” Widom, the Goldwin
Smith Professor of Chemistry at Cor-
nell University, was honored for “his
illuminating studies of the statistical
mechanics of fluids and fluid mixtures
and their interfacial properties, espe-
cially his clear and general formulation
of scaling hypotheses for the equation
of state and surface tensions of fluids
near critical points.”

Berners-Lee, Carlstrom,
Santer Named
MacArthur Fellows

In June, the MacArthur Foundation
named as fellows 23 individuals
ranging from cattle ranchers to econo-
mists to biochemists. Besides earning
the moniker of “genius,” each will re-
ceive a generous and unrestricted
grant over the next five years. On the
list were three with physics or astro-
physics backgrounds: Tim Berners-
Lee, the director of the World Wide
Web Consortium (W3C) at the Labo-
ratory for Computer Science at MIT,;
John Carlstrom, a professor of as-
tronomy and astrophysics at the Uni-
versity of Chicago and associate direc-
tor of the university’s Center for Astro-
physical Research in Antarctica; and
Benjamin Santer, an atmospheric
scientist in the program for climate
model diagnosis and intercomparison
at the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory. Their grants ranged from
$260 000 to $270 000.

Berners-Lee conceived and devel-
oped the World Wide Web, designed
the uniform resource locator system
and established the first Web server
on the Internet. According to the foun-
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dation, he has “pioneered a revolution-
ary communications system requiring
minimal technical understanding to lo-
cate and distribute information
throughout the world at very low cost.”
Berners-Lee also recently garnered the
Technology Award given by the Eduard
Rhein Foundation of Mayen, Germany.

Carlstrom has designed, built and
used astronomical instruments such as
an interferometer that operates at sub-
millimeter wavelengths. Next year, he
and his colleagues will mount new de-
tectors on a new telescope they have
built at the South Pole to make precise
measurements of the cosmic micro-
wave background. The foundation
states that Carlstrom’s “devices have
enhanced the study of accretion disks
around young stars, have enabled as-
tronomers to understand better the
role of magnetism in star formation,
and may soon lead to more precise
measurements of the density of the
universe.”

Santer is an atmospheric scientist
whose research in climate modeling
and greenhouse gas effects supports
the hypothesis that human activity
contributes to global warming. He was
the lead author for one chapter in the
“Second Assessment Report” published
by the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change in 1996. The foundation
praises “his research and leadership
[which] have had far-reaching effects,
contributing important scientific foun-
dations for recent international nego-
tiations in Kyoto on greenhouse gas
emissions.”

IN BRIEF

When the fall term begins at Stanford
University, the new dean of humaniti-
ties and science will be Malcolm
Beasley, the Theodore and Sydney
Rosenberg Professor of Applied Physics.
Despite the administrative demands of
his new post, Beasley hopes to remain
active in research and teaching.

At a November ceremony in Kyoto,
Japan, the Inamori Foundation will
present Kyoto Prizes in three catego-
ries. The prize in the category of ad-
vanced technology will go to Kurt
Wiithrich, a professor of molecular
biophysics and chairman of the depart-
ment of biology at the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology. The founda-
tion’s announcement of the prize stated
that Wiithrich’s research on nuclear
magnetic resonance led him to develop
a method for determining the confor-
mations of proteins, nucleic acids and
other biomacromolecules in solutions
or biomembranes.

Among the soccer heroes, actors and
industrialists on the honors list for
Queen Elizabeth’s official birthday on
13 June was the name of physicist
Joseph Rotblatt, who won the 1995
Nobel Prize for Peace as the president
of Pugwash. An emeritus professor of
physics at the St. Bartholomew’s Hos-
pital Medical College in London, Rot-
blatt received the award of Knight
Commander, Order of St. Michael and
St. George, for “services to interna-
tional understanding.”

The National High Magnetic Field
Laboratory has selected Greg Boebin-
ger to head a newly created center for
high magnetic field research at Los
Alamos National Laboratory, one of
three institutions that jointly run the
NHMFL. Boebinger had been at Bell
Laboratories, Lucent Technologies.

At its June meeting in Albuquerque,
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific
named Samuel Barden to receive the
1998 Maria and Eric Muhlmann
Award. Barden is a scientist at the
Kitt Peak National Observatory in Tuc-
son, Arizona, which is run by National
Optical Astronomy Observatories.
Barden was recognized for “his pio-
neering use of optical fibers with as-
tronomical spectrometers,” especially
the Hydra Multi-Fiber Positioner.

OBITUARIES
Robert Adolph Becker

Robert Adolph Becker, a nuclear
physicist and pioneering space
physicist, died on 19 August 1997 in
Montrose, California.

Born in Tacoma, Washington, on 10
February 1913, Bob earned his bache-
lor’s degree at the College of Puget
Sound in 1935. Realizing a boyhood

dream, he was accepted for graduate
studies at Caltech, where he earned
MS and PhD degrees in physics in 1937
and 1941, respectively. Bob’s graduate
research in nuclear physics was super-
vised by Charles Lauritsen at Caltech’s
Kellogg Radiation Laboratory.

When the US entered World War
II, Bob was assigned to war-related
projects at, successively, the Carnegie
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