
some fundamental definitions and clar­
ity on the subject, in the typical Sze­
behely fashion. Instead, I found addi­
tional confusion. Chaos is not defined 
and is implied to mean "not predict­
able" motion or escape in the three­
body problem. The concept of chaos 
introduced is based on the early work 
by J ack Wisdom on the rotation of 
Hyperion and long period integrations 
of the Solar System. (Wisdom is in­
correctly identified as being at Cal tech 
rather than MIT.) 

The book would be a useful, stand­
alone text for a general introductory 
course in celestial mechanics and space 
sciences. Because I have been active 
as a researcher and teacher of celestial 
mechanics for over 30 years, perhaps 
I expected too much-based on the 
previous work and reputations of the 
authors. Whatever the reason, I was 
disappointed that the book is not as 
focused as its predecessor and lacks 
coverage in the areas of current excite­
ment in celestial mechanics. 

P. KENNETH SEIDELMANN 
US Naval Observatory 

Washington, DC 
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