
As director 
of PPPL, Gold­
ston will pre­
side over a 
smaller organi­
zation than did 
Davidson . 
Funding for the 
lab is expected 
to fall by 15% in 
fiscal year 1998, 
and in anticipa- ROBERT GOLDSTON 
tion, the lab 
has been malting staff cuts. Since April, 
about 80 employees have accepted "vol­
untary separation" offers, and on 1 July, 
the same day that Goldston took office, 
another 35 workers were laid off; even­
tually, the staff will be reduced by more 
than one-fourth, to about 400. 

Goldston believes that fusion 
plasma physicists have not done a good 
enough job of explaining their work to 
the broader physics community. One 
of his aims, he says, will be to find 
ways to better convey that the field is 
"both scientifically vibrant and impor­
tant for society." JEAN KUMAGAI 

IN BRIEF 

In May the Russian Foundation for 
Basic Research celebrated its fifth 

year. Russia's only funder of basic 
science that bases awards on peer re­
view, the RFBR supports about a third 
of all civilian basic research in that 
country, and accounts for about 6% of 
the total science budget (up from 4% 
five years ago). "Everyone seemed to 
want to claim credit for the idea of 
establishing the foundation. That 
speaks for its success," remarked the 
US Civilian Research and Develop­
ment Foundation's Gerson Sher, who 
attended the celebration in Moscow. 

In June the University of Pittsburgh 
announced the establishment of a 

postdoctoral training program in ra­
diation science, funded through a five­
year, $5 million grant from the Depart­
ment of Energy. Pittsburgh's Niel 
Wald, who is directing the program, 
says the goal is to train people "of 
diverse scientific and medical back­
grounds who are able to deal with a 
variety of problems in radiation sci­
ence." There is a need for such people, 
Wald says, because many of today's 
radiation experts were trained during 
the cold war and are now retiring, and 
too few new researchers are being 
groomed to replace them. Postdocs, 
who must be US citizens or permanent 
residents, will spend one year in the 
classroom and a second year in the 
field, doing research at such places as 
Chernobyl, Hiroshima or one of the 
DOE cleanup sites. The first class of 

six will be admitted this fall. For fur­
ther information, contact Wald, 
phone 412-624-3155, fax 412-624-
3040, e-mail wald@vms.cis.pitt.edu. 

Instead of becoming the European 
Physical Society's secretary-general 

this month as scheduled, Jeffrey Wil­
liams has decided to leave the organi­
zation. Consequently, Gero Thomas, 
who has been secretary-general for 
over 20 years and had planned to re­
tire, now says he'll stay on for an 
additional 7-12 months. To replace 
Williams, EPS is advertising locally for 
an administrative director, a new post 
for which being a physicist is not a 
requirement. In other EPS news, 
Europhysics News has a new editor. 
He is Tobias Chapman, who earned a 
bachelor's in physics from the Univer­
sity of London's Imperial College of Sci­
ence, Technology and Medicine and was 

a freelance journalist in London for six 
years before joining EPS in June. 

The Optical Society of America has 
created an award in honor of Nick 

Holonyak Jr, inventor of the first prac­
tical light-emitting diode. In addition 
to work on semiconductor-based LEDs 
and lasers, Holonyak's long career in 
quantum electronics included early 
work on the optical properties ofIII-V 
alloy compounds. Educated at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham­
paign, he is now the John Bardeen 
Professor of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering and Physics there and a 
member of the university's Center for 
Advanced Study. The $1500 award, to 
be given annually at one of OSA'.s con­
ferences starting next year, will recognize 
contributions to optics based on semi­
conductor materials, including basic sci­
ence and technological applications. ■ 

W eh Watch: Specialized Databases 

This month we look at four sites of a technical nature that may 
be of use to students and researchers. Content includes physical 

and chemical reference data; statistical analysis software; databases 
on atomic, molecular, plasma and space physics; and thermodynamic 
computational and educational aids. 
►http://www.nist.gov/srd/online.htm 

The NIST Online Reference Databases include a section on physical reference 
data such as physical constants, units and conversion factors; atomic and molecular 
spectroscopy; nuclear physics; and condensed matter physics. The site also includes 
the NIST Chemistry WebBook, which has thermodynamic data fo r over 5000 
compounds and ion energetics data fo r over 12 000 compounds. Under development 
are pages of data on collision cross sections and electron transport coefficients for 
gases used in the manufacturing of semiconductor devices. 
►http://www.astro.psu.edu/statcodes/ 

StatCodes provides links to over 200 sites providing free computer programs 
implementing statistical methods that may be useful to astronomers and physicists. 
Methods include time series analysis, multivariate analysis, nonparametric statistics, 
correlation and regression, Bayesian methods, image analysis, spatial statistics, visu­
alization tools and interactive Web tools. Some codes are single subroutines (usually 
in Fortran or C), while others are full packages with documentation. The contents 
of StatCodes is searchable through the Astronomical Software Directory Service 
(http://doright.st sci .edu/asds/docindex.html). StatCodes welcomes links 
to new codes, particularly those written by astronomers and physicists. 
►http://espsun.space.swri.edu/spacephysics/home.html 

The Space Plasma Physics Section of the Southwest Research Institute in San 
Antonio, Texas, provides pages with a comprehensive list of space physics resources 
(spacephysics/www.space.html) , a list of databases in atomic, molecular and 
plasma physics (spacephysics/www.atomic.html) and a list of current contents 
of journals (spacephysics/www.journal.html) . Links provide searching of the 
site via TIPTOP (The Internet Pilot to Physics) and Alta Vista. 
►http://www.uic . edu/-mansoori/TRL_html 

Thermodynamics links are provided in abundance by two pages of the Thermo­
dynamics Research Laboratory at the University of Illinois at Chicago. The first 
(-mansoori/Thermodynamic.Data.and.Property_html) lists data and sites use­
ful for performing calculations, particularly those needed in engineering applications. 
The second (-mansoori/Thermodynamics .Educational. Sites_html) provides 
numerous links to educational sites on the subjects of classical and statistical thermo­
dynamics and mechanics. 
►All links mentioned in Web Watch are included on PH YSICS TODA Y's home page, 

http://www.aip.org/pt/ . If you have suggestions fo r other topics or sites to 
be covered in Web Watch, please e-mail them to ptwww@aip.acp.org. 
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