
elsewhere. AB a result, at least so far 
as our specific effort goes, the knowl­
edge base is being developed no­
where: the tragedy of the commons. 
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Mark Burgess makes the point 
that he reads his copy of Physi­

cal Review Letters like a magazine 
and couldn't imagine doing so if it 
were only available on screen. I 
want to make the further point that 
the way one reads one's own issue of 
Physical Review is not the same as 
the way one reads the issue in the li­
brary. The idea that you can go over 
to the library and successfully do all 
of your "Physical Review thinking'' at 
one time is wrong! The brain doesn't 
work that way. Individuals are short­
changing their physics by not sub­
scribing. I challenge them to try a 
paper subscription and find out for 
themselves. 

I further believe that some of the 
other problems Burgess mentions 
(particularly fragmentation and spe­
cialist languages) would be addressed 
by reader feedback if only there were 
more readers. I know the "Save Our 
Trees" people will hate me, but I 
think the current trend toward declin­
ing paper subscriptions needs to be 
reversed. 

DONALD TOMPKINS 
Desert Hot Springs, California 

CESR Should Be 
Praised, not Buried 

The article by Joel Butler and 
David Quarrie (October 1996, 

page 50) provides a concise and valu­
able overview of the problems facing 
high-energy physics (HEP) experi­
ments in the realm of data acquisi­
tion and analysis. The sidebar on 
page 55, however, doesn't match the 
standard set by the body of the arti­
cle. In listing HEP facilities world­
wide, it fails to mention the world's 
highest-luminosity electron-positron 
collider, CESR, which involves approxi­
mately 300 physicists and houses 
CLEO II, the most productive HEP ex­
periment in the US (accounting for 

22% of the papers relating to US ex­
perimental HEP that have been pub­
lished in Physical Review and Physical 
Review Letters in recent years). 
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BUTLER AND QUARRIE REPLY: Our 
not mentioning CESR and CLEO 

was an egregious but inadvertent 
omission that evidently occurred 
when we were reorganizing the list 
of HEP facilities. One of us (Butler) 
finds this especially embarrassing, 
having just completed a three-year 
term on the CESR/CLEO Program 
Advisory Committee. 

We are very aware of the pro­
gram's successful computing initia­
tives, such as the use of processor 
farms and the NILE project, as well 
as that CESR will generate data at 
rates very similar to BaBar's and will 
present the CLEO experimenters 
with equally challenging data acquisi­
tion problems. 
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Sound Example of 
Reversed Acoustics 
Goes Back to Rayleigh 

Readers of Mathias Fink's "Time 
Reversed Acoustics," published in 

your March issue (page 34), may be 
interested in an elementary example 
of this phenomenon described by 
Rayleigh. In discussing the Doppler 
shift, Rayleigh pointed out that if the 
listener moves away from the sound 
source at a speed v exceeding the 
speed of sound a, "Sounds previously 
excited would be gradually overtaken 
and heard in the reverse of the natu­
ral order. If v = 2a, the observer 
would hear a musical piece in correct 
time and tune, but backwards" [em­
phasis in original]. 

Reference 
1. J. W. Strutt, Baron Rayleigh, The The­

ory of Sound, 2nd ed., Dover, New York 
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p. 154. 
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