
Yugoslavia increased slightly. In 1994, 
for example, Russians accounted for 
284 of the 5885 scientists granted per­
manent resident status, up from 193 
the previous year. 

The number of technologists and 
technicians immigrating to the US 
dropped by 7% in 1994 from the 1993 
record of 10 234; in the preceding 
years, immigrants in those categories 
had come mostly from East Asia, but 
in 1994 the chief region of origin was 
Eastern Europe. 

Ibbott Is AAPM 
President-Elect for 1998 

O n 1 January, Geoffrey Ibbott will 
become president-elect of the 

American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine. He will succeed Lawrence 
Rothenberg, who will assume the presi­
dency of AAPM. 

Ibbott holds a joint appointment at 
the University of Kentucky Medical 
Center as an assistant professor and 
director of physics in the department 
of radiation medicine. He earned his 
BA and MS from the University of 
Colorado at Denver, and his PhD in 
radiation biology from Colorado State 
University. His research has included 
radiation dosimetry with a polymeriz­
ing gel and the effects of irradiation 
on taste and other oral senses; he also 
trains graduate students, residents 
and radiation therapists. 

Ibbott says that a particular concern 
to medical physicists is the existence 
of two professional certification boards: 
the American Board of Radiology 
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(which AAPM 
sponsors) and 
the American 
Board of Medi­
cal Physics. 
The boards of­
fer essentially 
the same certi­
fication exams, 
he explains, 
and yet many 
medical physi­
cists, especially 
the newer 
ones, end up 

taking both, at double the expense. 
(Certification in the ABR, for example, 
costs $800 plus travel expenses.) "It's 
an emotional and complex issue," Ib­
bott observes. "Clearly, we don't need 
duplicate exams, and so a goal of the 
entire community is to resolve this 
issue once and for all." 

The association will also be looking 
at the impact of managed care on the 
profession and proposed changes in 

Federal regulations. "It appears that 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
intends to expand its regulation of 
medical uses of radiation," Ibbott says. 
"If they're going to do that, we'd like 
to be involved in the decision-making 
process." 

Also taking office in January will 
be Melissa Martin (Therapy Physics 
Inc in Bellflower, California), who is 
AAPM's new treasurer. And the four 
new board members at large will be 
Frank Bova (University of Florida), 
James Chu (Rush University), Marlene 
McKetty (Howard University Hospital) 
and J effrey Williamson (Mallinckrodt 
Institute of Radiology). 

OSA Seeks New 
Executive Director 

O n 1 September, David Bennage 
stepped down as executive direc­

tor of the Optical Society of America. 
In a brief statement announcing the 
sudden move, the OSA board of direc­
tors praised Hennage's "significant ac­
complishments in his four years as 
executive director ... particularly in 
providing strategic direction and lead­
ership enabling the Society to pursue 
its mission and maintain a sound fi­
nancial position." 

OSA president Janet Fender said 
the move was mutually agreed to by 
the OSA board and Bennage. "We 
really appreciated David's forward­
looking style and his grasp of the big 
picture," she added. 

Bennage will continue as director 
of special projects, consulting on OSA's 
international activities and its long­
range planning process. Commenting 
on his tenure as executive director, 
Bennage told PHYSICS TODAY, "I worked 
with the board to prepare OSA for a 
less certain future, both financially 
and programmatically. We were suc­
cessful in doing that, but at this time 
the board has decided they want to go 
back to a more traditional way of op­
erating, and we agreed that OSA 
needed new leadership to move in that 
direction." 

Until Hennage's successor is cho­
sen, the executive director 's responsi­
bilities are being shared by three OSA 
staff directors (Liz Rogan, who is han­
dling finance; Andrea Pendleton, com­
munications; and Gus Rassam, publi­
cations). A search committee, headed 
by OSA president-elect Gary Bjork­
lund, convened last month during 
OSA's annual meeting and is now 
seeking candidates. 
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IN BRIEF 

O n 15 September, Fermilab shut 
down its Main Ring to make way 

for a more powerful injector for the 
lab's Tevatron, the world's highest en­
ergy particle accelerator. In operation 
for 25 years, the Main Ring was origi­
nally used on its own as an accelera­
tor-the bottom quark was detected 
there in 1977-and later as the injector 
for the Tevatron, where the top quark 
was first detected two years ago. The 
Main Ring's quadrupole magnets and 
radio frequency cavities will be used 
in the new $229 million Main Injector, 
scheduled to begin operating in 1999. 
It's designed to increase tenfold the 
rate of proton-antiproton collisions at 
the Tevatron. 

FERMILAB VISUAL MEDIA SERVICES 
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SWITCHING OFF THE MAIN RING BEAM, 

from left to right: Rich Orr (Fermilab) , 
Andy Mravca (Department of Energy), 
John Peoples (Fermilab director) and 
Bob Mau (Fermilab). 

World records in fusion power were 
set at the Joint European Torus in 

Abingdon, England, in late September. 
Using equal parts of deuterium and trit­
ium as fuel, JET produced 12.9 MW of 
power. The ratio of output-to-input 
power was 0.5, also a record, and a 
step toward creating the self-sustain­
ing burning plasma necessary for net 
power production. Geometry and size 
were the main factors responsible for 
JET's surpassing the previous highs, 
10. 7 MW and 0.28 output-to-input 
power ratio, which were achieved in 
1994 at Princeton University's Plasma 
Physics Laboratory Tokamak Fusion 
Test Reactor (TFTR) also with a 1:1 
D- T fuel mixture. JET's magnetically 
confined plasma has a D-shaped cross 
section, which makes possible a larger 
plasma current than did the circular 
cross section of TFTR's plasma, and 
also leaves more space for a diverter, 
which siphons off impurities that 
would cool the plasma, explains Alan 
Gibson, JET's deputy director. The 
current-and hence the plasma con­
finement-are also buoyed by JET's 
larger size. Since TFTR was shut 
down last April, JET has been the 
world's only fusion facility that can 


