our report on Pluto implies that

the two accompanying images are
“high-resolution pictures” of the
planet. They are not. Rather, what
they depict is a model of Pluto’s sur-
face derived from Hubble images. In
the actual images, Pluto spans only a
dozen pixels, far less resolution than
has been claimed by Stern, Buie and
Trafton.

To suggest the two images are “pic-
tures” of Pluto is akin to saying a
blackboard sketch of the Bohr atom is
an actual photograph of a nucleus
and its attendant electrons. The im-
ages represent a model, nothing
more, nothing less.

ROBERT L. MARCIALIS
University of Arizona
Tucson, Arizona

How to Donate Books,

Journals on Medical
and Health Physics

n response to Tatiana Divens’s letter
(April, page 84) regarding the col-
lection and distribution of physics ma-

terials for developing countries, one
such program is operated by the Inter-
national Organization for Medical
Physics (IOMP), jointly with the
American Association of Physicists in
Medicine (AAPM).

We currently have 71 libraries in
46 countries. We supply the librar-
ies—located primarily in hospitals
and universities—with medical and
health physics textbooks and journals
donated by both individuals and or-
ganizations.

Donors ship directly to assigned li-
braries, and IOMP reimburses them
for shipping costs if needed.

Because the IOMP is a charitable,
nonprofit organization, donations may
be tax-deductible under US tax rules.

If your readers want more informa-
tion, they can contact me, the pro-
gram curator, at 7649 Cedar Elm
Drive, Irving, Texas 75063; phone 214-
302-7538; fax 214-302-7470; e-mail
alekhteyar.cathy@forum.va.gowv.

CATHY ALEKHTEYAR
IOMP/AAPM Developing
Countries Libraries Program
Irving, Texas

Correction

June, page 48—UNESCO operates on
a biennial, not an annual, budget.
Its 1996-97 budget is about $500 mil-
lion, of which $24.6 million is allo-
cated to the science sector. ]
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RELLAB &

Paul Horwitz, Edwin Taylor, & Kerry Shetline
BBN Systems and Technologies
Bolt Beranek & Newman
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THIS IS NO ORDINARY LABORATORY!
RelLab is an interactive relativity
laboratory where your students can
investigate both low-speed motion
explained by Newton’s mechanics
and high-speed motion described
by Einstein’s theory of special rela-
tivity. RELLAB makes it possible to
design any scenario imaginable, as
long as it does not violate the pres-
ently known laws of nature. Your
students will begin to sec the impli-
cations of Lorentz transforms and
understand why a reference frame is
critical. They will learn how length
contracts, how time dilates, and how
simultaneity depends on the veloc-
ity of the observer. Startwith every-
day phenomena and move on to
explore the rich paradoxes of special
relativity. In no time, your students
will develop a keen intuition about
the world of the very fast. 88-page
User’s Manual.

M2

$64.95 (single copy)
$194.95 (10-copy lab pack)
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EM FIELD

David Trowbridge
Microsoft Corporation

Bruce Sherwood
Carnegie Mellon University

Options _Exploration Challenge Uiew

IF YOU WANT TO GET YOUR
students charged aboutelectricity and
magnetism, but traditional teaching
methods leave them static, EM FiELD
is for you!

This fully interactive software tool
will help your students vizualize elec-
tric fields produced by pointand line
chargesand magneticfields produced
by current-carrying wires. The pro-
gram encourages rapid, qualitative
exploration of E&M fields, and in
no time your students will gain an
intuitive understanding of force
fields, Gauss’s law, Ampere’s law,
and the concept of flux.

EM Fierp will attract your
students’ attention and keep it
focused. But more importantly, it
will help you lay a solid foundation
for their study of E&M. 34-page
User’s Manual.

(Pc M

$69.95 (single copy)
$209.95 (10-copy lab pack)
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