WE HEAR THAT

The City University of New York
has named Allen Lee Sessoms
president of Queens College, effective
1 August 1995. Sessoms, who holds
a PhD in particle physics from Yale
University, is currently executive vice
president and vice president for aca-
demic affairs of the University of
Massachusetts system.

Carl H. Poppe, a senior physicist at
Lawrence Livermore National Labora-
tory, has been named to a new posi-
tion within the University of Califor-
nia system: associate vice provost for
research and laboratory programs.
His job will be to oversee activities
related to the university’s academic
and programmatic relationship with
Lawrence Livermore, Lawrence
Berkeley Laboratory and Los Alamos
National Laboratory.

Mark Ketchen has been named di-
rector of physical science at IBM’s
Thomas J. Watson Research Center,
in Yorktown Heights, New York. He
replaces Theoren P. Smith III, who
has become executive assistant to an
IBM senior vice president responsible
for the IBM personal computer com-
pany, printing systems company and
power personal systems division.

The National Science Foundation has
given its Alan T. Waterman Award
to Matthew Fisher of the Institute
for Theoretical Physics at the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Barbara.
NSF commended Fisher as “an out-
standing condensed matter theorist
who predicted a new state of super-
conductive matter, the ‘vortex glass’
phase,” which was subsequently con-
firmed by experiment.

OBITUARIES
Paul Urban

Paul Urban died on 14 February,
having nearly reached the age of
90 years. For 28 years he was the
head of the Institute for Theoretical
Physics at the University of Graz,
Austria. After the Second World
War, Urban rebuilt the institute and
made it into the fine department that
it is today.

Urban first studied electrical engi-
neering and received his Diploma In-
genieur degree in 1928, but his real in-
terests motivated him to study physics
on the side. In 1935 he received his
PhD in theoretical physics from the
University of Vienna by writing a the-
sis on eigenvalue problems, under the
supervision of Hans Thirring. When
the Nazis occupied Austria in 1938, he
lost his job with the Austrian railroads
because of his lack of fealty to the new
regime. After a short compulsory stay
in the Austrian army (1939—40), he
taught physics at the Universities of Vi-
enna and Innsbruck. In 1947 he joined
the faculty of the University of Graz,
and the following year he became a full
professor and head of the Institute for
Theoretical Physics.

Urban’s greatest contribution was
as a teacher. Among his very success-
ful ventures was the founding in
1961 of a winter school for theoretical
physics, which has been a yearly
event ever since. The lectures are
published as separate volumes in the
journal Physica Austriaca, of which
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he was editor for many years. Urban
became professor emeritus in 1975.
Urban was not only a physicist,

teacher and researcher; he was also a
warm and caring human being. For
example, during the war he took dan-
gerous train rides to Poland to help
destitute Jewish physicists, and he
tried after the war to keep former
Nazis from regaining important posi-
tions. Urban loved music, and at par-
ties he would entertain his guests by
playing the piano. Characteristically,
he willed his estate to finance the
Paul Urban Stipend for qualified
young scientists of his institute to
study abroad. In many ways he set
an example for all of us.

FriTZ ROHRLICH

Syracuse University

Seymour Vosko
Professor emeritus Seymour Vosko
of the department of physics of the
University of Toronto died on 21 De-
cember 1994, at the age of 65.

A native of Montreal, Vosko obtained
his first degree in engineering physics
at McGill University in 1951, a master’s
degree in physics at McGill under the
supervision of J. David Jackson in 1952,
and a doctorate degree at the Carnegie
Institute of Technology under the super-
vision of Gian-Carlo Wick in 1957.
Vosko was a professor of physics at
McMaster University from 1960 to 1964
and a research scientist at the Westing-
house Research Laboratories in Pitts-

Norman Ramsey, Higgins Professor
of Physics Emeritus at Harvard
University, has been chosen to re-
ceive the Vannevar Bush Award of
the National Science Board. At the
awards ceremony in May, Ramsey
was praised for setting “an extraordi-
nary standard, with a great breadth
of contribution to research across
many disciplines, as well as to
education and public service.”

Mark D. Fairchild of the Chester
F. Carlson Center for Imaging Sci-
ence at the Rochester Institute of
Technology has been given the

C. James Bartleson Award. The
award is administered jointly by the
department of optometry and visual
science of the City University, Lon-
don, and the Colour Group of Great
Britain.

burgh from 1964 until his arrival at
the University of Toronto in 1970. Dur-
ing his career at Toronto, he taught at
Erindale and Scarborough Colleges and
on the St George Campus.

Beginning with his pioneering
work in 1959 on the spatial oscilla-
tions of the electron charge density
close to a positive-ion impurity in a
metal, Vosko and his collaborators
made a series of major contributions
to the theory of metals, atoms and,
most recently, ions. In the mid-1970s
he developed a spin density func-
tional formalism that he applied with
great success to the quantitative de-
termination of the effect of the elec-
tron—electron interaction on the spin
susceptibility of metals, the spin-
wave stiffness constant of ferromag-
nets and the Knight shift. Essential
to this work were his fundamental
improvements in the method of para-
metrization of the exchange-correla-
tion energy functional, which is the
central quantity of the spin density
functional formalism.

In the 1980s Vosko began a program
of using density functional theory to
study the stability of negative ions. This
work predicted the stability of the nega-
tive calcium ion, previously thought to
be unstable but subsequently found by
experiment to be stable.

Sy Vosko was a good friend to
many of his colleagues. He was a
person whose integrity, in his scholar-
ship and in his dealings with his co-
workers, and concern for the progress
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and welfare of his students were ap-
preciated by all. His two great pas-
sions were science and his family,
and his devotion to both was evident.
MICHAEL WALKER
University of Toronto

Joachim Michael
Nitschke

oachim Michael (Mike) Nitschke, a se-

nior staff scientist in the nuclear sci-
ence division of Lawrence Berkeley
Laboratory, died on 24 February after
an illness of several months. A long-
time resident of Berkeley, California,
he was 56.

Nitschke was born in Berlin, Ger-
many, on the eve of World War II. He
received his undergraduate degree in
physics in 1961 from the Technische
Hochschule in Braunschweig, Germany.
Nitschke arrived at LBL (then the
Lawrence Radiation Laboratory) in
1966 as a graduate student. Working
with Earl Hyde, he studied the decay
schemes of radioactive nuclei and dis-
covered several new nuclides.

He then began work on the Heavy
Ton Linear Accelerator with Al Ghiorso.
For HILAC he designed a new type of
on-line mass spectrometer, which be-
came the basis for his thesis when he
returned to Germany to complete his
doctorate in 1969 at the Technische
Hochschule in Braunschweig.

After two years at the Centre Nation-
al de la Recherche Scientifique in Or-
say, France, Nitschke returned to LBL
in 1971 to assist in the conversion of
the HILAC into the SuperHILAC. He was
a member of the research team that
discovered the isotope of element 106
with atomic mass number 263 in 1974.

During the 1980s Nitschke de-
signed OASIS, the On-line Apparatus
for SuperHILAC Isotope Separation.
He then devised a total absorption
spectrometer to measure decay ener-
gies and thus define masses.

In 1989 Nitschke developed a con-
cept for a combination of accelerators
that would be able to accelerate radioac-
tive beams with high intensities. His con-
cept, christened ISL (for Isospin Labora-
tory), was recently recommended by the
national Nuclear Science Advisory Coun-
cil for inclusion in its ten-year plan.

In addition to his career in nuclear
research, Nitschke was a gifted
teacher, an exceptional athlete—he
competed on the West German row-
ing team in the 1964 Tokyo Olym-
pics—and an accomplished pianist
and opera singer.

KRISTIN BALDER-FROID
T. J. M. SYMONS

Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory
Berkeley, Californic B
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the easy way

Balzers KelCool® 4.2GM is the only two-stage Gifford-McMahon
cryocooler that delivers 0.5W at 4.2K, and a remarkable no-load
bottom temperature of <3K. Forget the hassle of liquid helium or
the high cost and complexity of a third stage.

Superior Performance
®0.5W capacity at 4.2K
® Tested and certified to less than 2.9K

Reliability

® Standard two-stage design

= Meets MIL-S-901D and MIL-STD-167-1
shock and vibration tests

® Smooth, quiet running

Get the cold facts on the Two-Stage KelCool. Call Balzers today!

Balzers
8 Sagamore Park Road

Hudson NH 03051
balzers
Fax (603) 889-8573
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General grating complexity
Arbitrary refractive index ULTRA LOW NOISE
Deep gratings AC RESISTANCE BRIDGE
Linear, circular and elliptical
polariztions * 10 ranges .002Q TO 2 MegQ
64 and 80 bit math routines ® 20 microvolts to 20 milllivolts excitation
32 bit memory management e Each excitation can be varied 0-100%
* Noise equiv: 20 ohms at 300 kelvin
GSOLVER V2.0 ¢ Dual 5'% digit displays
* 2x16 characters alphanumeric
Free DEMO disk available e Dual 5% digit set resistance (R, X)

e Can display R, AR, 10AR, X, AX, 10AX,
R-set, and X-set

¢ 10 nano-ohms display resolution

e Mutual inductance (X) option available

¢ Digital noise filtering .2 sec to 30 min

¢ |EEE-488, RS-232, and printer output

e Internal temperature controller available

e Drives our LR-130 Temperature Controller

¢ Multiplex units available 8 or 16 sensors

Grating Solver -

LINEAR RESEARCH INC.
Development Co. 5231 Cushman Place, STE 21
P.O. Box 353 San Diego, CA 92110 USA
VOICE 619-299-0719
Alles, Lx 15002 FAX 619-299-0129
FAX (214) 727-8008
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