
merical calculations are difficult to ap­
preciate. 

In addition to the extreme differ-
. ences in complexity from chapter to 
chapter, there is often no obvious 
transition from one to the next. Nor 
is the book up to date, which is espe­
cially annoying when one finds that 
the price of this book for "beginners" 
is $84.95. The lectures upon which 
the book is based were given be­
tween 1985 and 1992, and one finds 

in many places the statement made 
that a "recent" paper demonstrated 
or claimed something only to find 
that the paper is six years old. On 
the very first page, in a discussion of 
future accelerators for the field, men­
tion is made of the recently approved 
Large Hadron Collider, but no men­
tion is made of the Relativistic 
Heavy Ion Collider, which was specifi­
cally designed for heavy-ion physics, 
was funded for construction in 1991 
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and is well on its way to completion. 
There are many other such exam­
ples, which make this book appear 
more like a review paper of topics 
dear to the author than the up-to­
date introduction for beginners it 
aims to be. 

Overall, the book falls short of its 
goal. Parts of it are appropriate for 
a textbook and parts offer a nice in­
troduction to the literature, but it 
doesn't stand on its own at either 
level and would prove disheartening 
to a person trying to get started in 
the field. The need remains for a 
truly introductory text . 
.. T . LAURENCE TRUEMAN 
.. PETER D. BOND 
Brookhaven National Laboratory 
Upton, New York 
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