
scholarly life of the department." The 
resolution minces no words in saying 
that "the systematic hiring of unem­
ployed PhDs part-time at substan­
dard salaries is reprehensible and ex­
ploitative." 

US PHYSICISTS WORK 
WITH NEW UNESCO 
COUNCIL 
Federico Mayor, the director general 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
has appointed a Physics Action Coun­
cil to work with UNESCO. Although 
the United States is no longer a 
UNESCO member, US physicists play 
a major role in the council. 

In a work plan developed at 
UNESCO's Paris headquarters in April, 
the Physics Action Council was 
charged with promoting "the widest 
possible participation of the world's 
physicists in the international physics 
enterprise." The council will advise 
UNESCO on the type of programs nec­
essary to achieve its objective. 

Donald N. Langenberg, past presi­
dent of the American Physical Society 
and chancellor of the University of 
Maryland system, is chairman of the 
council, which originated in a consul­
tative meeting held in June 1993 at 
UNESCO headquarters. The theme of 
the meeting was "UNESCO and the 
International Physics Community: An 
Agenda for Scientific Cooperation." 

In a letter last month to various 
physics organizations, Langenberg ex­
plained that "the council will pursue 
its goals with working groups drawn 
from the wider international commu­
nity." Three working groups exist 
now, but more may be created. 

As the work plan states, the first 
working group will recommend "the 
appropriate mechanisms for opening 
large physics facilities and programs 
to international collaboration." This 
group is chaired by CERN's Herwig 
Schopper, who is a member of the 
European Physical Society. 

Irving A. Lerch of APS heads the 
second working group, on communi­
cation networks for science. Accord­
ing to the work plan, this group "will 
study means for enhancing communi­
cations among all physicists," with 
attention to "the means for tying sci­
entists together into networks of local 
and global communities." 

Working group 3, on university 
physics education, is chaired by 
Michiji Konuma of Keio University; 
Konuma is a member of the Physical 
Society of Japan. This group will 
examine university physics education 
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throughout the world, recognizing the 
different problems faced in developing 
countries, eastern and central 
Europe, Asia, the new republics of the 
former Soviet Union and the indus­
trialized nations of the West. Consis­
tent with the overarching goal of the 
program, this working group "will 
study ways and means by which the 
council can revitalize international co­
operation." 

Through its working groups, PAC 
hopes to collaborate closely with phys­
ics organizations. To this end, the 
council's next meeting has been sched­
uled to coincide with a joint meeting 
of the physical societies from Canada, 
the US and Mexico, to be held in 
Cancun in late September. 

EATON LEADS US 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
Gordon P. Eaton, director of the 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory 
of Columbia University from late 
1990 through March of this year, is 
the new director of the United States 
Geological Survey. 

Eaton obtained his BS in geology 
from Wesleyan University (1951) and 
his master's in geology (1953) and 
doctorate in geology and geophysics 
(1957) from Caltech. His 16 years of 
experience at USGS and his career as 
an Earth scientist are complemented 
by his experience in university ad­
ministration, as president of Iowa 
State University, Ames (1986-90), 
and as provost and vice president for 
academic affairs at Texas A&M Uni­
versity (1983-86). 

TOP QUARK ARTICLE 
WINS AlP SCIENCE 
WRITING PRIZE 
Dick Teresi has garnered the Ameri­
can Institute of Physics's science writ­
ing award to a journalist for his arti­
cle on the search for the top quark. 

"The Last Great Experiment of the 
20th Century," which appeared in the 
January 1994 issue of Omni maga­
zine, describes experiments being per­
formed by physicists at Fermilab us­
ing the Tevatron particle accelerator 
(see page 17). Teresi is a freelance 
writer who has coauthored several 
books, including The God Particle 
with Leon Lederman (Houghton Mif­
flin, New York, 1993; reviewed in 
PHYSICS TODAY, July 1993, page 77). 
He was director of new magazine de­
velopment for Omni Publications in 
New York City, where he helped 

launch Omni and Longevity. 
Teresi accepted the award, which 

includes a cash prize of $3000, at the 
April meeting of the American Physi­
cal Society, held in Crystal City, Vir­
ginia. 

'HANDS-ON' SCIENCE 
BOOKS RECEIVE 
AlP PRIZE 
The creators of Make It Work!, a series 
of science books for elementary school 
students, are this year's recipients of 
the award for science writing in­
tended for children, sponsored by the 
American Institute of Physics. 

The four books in the series deal 
with electricity, sound, plants and the 
Earth, respectively, and they include 
instructions for doing science experi­
ments using household materials. In 
the electricity book, for example, 
young readers can learn about simple 
and complex circuits by building mod­
els made of paper clips. 

Wendy Baker and Andrew Haslam 
created and designed the series, and 
Alexandra Parsons wrote the text. 
Baker studied fashion at the London 
College of Fashion, and she currently 
works as a designer of hand-knitted 
clothing. Haslam studied graphic de­
sign at the Royal College of Art, and 
he has conceived and designed a wide 
range of children's nonfiction books. 
Parsons has worked as an editor and 
publisher in both England and Aus­
tralia; at present she writes children's 
nonfiction books, as well as screen­
plays and television scripts. 

Baker, Haslam and Parsons were 
presented with the award, which in­
cludes $3000, at the American Physi­
cal Society meeting held in April in 
Crystal City, Virginia. MacMillan 
Publishers of New York received a 
certificate of salutation for publishing 
the series. 

IN BRIEF 
The American Physical Society's Com­
mittee on the Status of Women in 
Physics sponsors WIPHYS (pronounced 
"wiffs"), an electronic newsgroup de­
voted to issues affecting women in 
physics. Subscribers can, for exam­
ple, obtain a list of CSWP colloquium 
speakers, request roommates for APS 
meetings and post job opportunities. 
To subscribe to WIPHYS, send the fol­
lowing e-mail message to list­
serv@nysernet.org: "subscribe wiphys 
[your name]." • 


