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Two Laser Pioneers’
Early Affiliation

My article “Physical Review Records
the Birth of the Laser Era” (October,
page 28) mentions the current affili-
ations of Arthur Schawlow and Ali
Javan in the text on page 30 and in
the figure caption on page 31. At the
time of their early laser work, both
Schawlow and Javan were affiliated
with Bell Telephone Laboratories.
NICOLAAS BLOEMBERGEN
Harvard University
11/93 Cambridge, Massachusetts

Complexity Study:
An Alternative History

Philip W. Anderson’s Reference
Frame columns on “complexity” (July
1991, page 9; June 1992, page 9) are
establishing and fixing a history of
complexity study, and its relation to
the Santa Fe Institute, in the physics
community. This letter offers an al-
ternative view on the history of such
study. Even though Anderson as-
serted to me a decade and a half ago
that the studies made by my col-
leagues and me should not strictly be
considered physics but rather a sci-
entific extension beyond or perhaps
peripheral to physics, I believe mem-
bers of the physics community should
have the opportunity to learn about
our contributions to a physical foun-
dation for complex systems and to
judge them if they so choose.

Those efforts began in the 1940s
at the National Bureau of Standards
in cross-disciplinary studies, of inter-
est to government and industry, re-
lated to a variety of flow field and
solid-state material problems within
instrumentation and metrology and
to the biophysics of high-altitude
flight. They expanded with continu-
ing systems studies in physiological
physics and hydrodynamics in the
1950s and involvement in the organi-
zation of interdisciplinary sessions
for the system regulation and control
interests in the engineering societies
from the 1950s on. Salient inspira-
tion for such engineering physics
studies came from APS’s mixed-dis-

Spectrometers  hignperformance

Monochromators
Model 2062DP, selectable 2 or 4 meter
focal length, resolves < 0.005 A.

High Power
Model 272, f/2 aperture ratio, 0.2 meter
focal length - superb throughput,
unparalled light collection. Serves as

Spectral llluminator aiso

McPherson offers a complete selection of monochromators, systems
and accessories. Completely automated instruments with IBM com-
patible or Macintosh control available. Call for details.
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PLACEMENT CENTER

To be held in connection with the Joint April Meeting of
The American Physical Society and the
American Association of Physics Teachers

18 - 20 April 1994

HYATT REGENCY CRYSTAL CITY HOTEL
CRYSTAL CITY, VIRGINIA

« The primary purpose of the Center is to arrange personal inter-
views between physicists seeking employment and prospective
employers registered with the Placement Service.

« Universities, collages, research institutions, industrial organiza-
tions and government laboratories are invited to participate in
the Placement Center and conduct interviews with physicists
attending the meeting. A complete register of physicists
seeking employment will be available at a nominal service
charge upon request at the meeting and after the meeting.

« A Career Workshop on Job seeking skills will be offered
for all participants.

« Information regarding the Placement Center and Career
Workshop may be obtained by writing to the Institute’s office.
The deadline for being Included in the Center is 25 March 1994.

Career Planning and Placement
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS
One Physics Ellipse
College Park, MD 20740
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