LETTERS ,

However, if we can measure sea level,
with its tremendous tidal and mete-
orological environment, to a fraction
of an inch, perhaps we can find a
similar “average” for some point in
the atmosphere and compare it with
past results.
JOHN G. KEPROS
5/93 Sunnyvale, California
DAVIDSON REPLIES: I restate my only
point: NASA has been consistent in
planning a 15-year lifetime for HST.
This has been reflected in internal
planning, in testimony to Congress
and in public information provided
by NASA.
GREG DAVIDSON
NASA

10/93 Washington, DC

IUPAP Sponsors Only
Internafional Meetings

While I share the sentiments ex-
pressed in “What’s Wrong with These
Conferences?” by Henry H. Barschall
and Willy Haeberli (December 1992,
page 79), I would like to make two
comments.

Barschall and Haeberli suggest
that funding agencies use sponsor-
ship by the International Union of
Pure and Applied Physics as a crite-
rion for support of a conference. One
criterion for sponsorship that 1UPAP
strictly enforces is the international
character of the conference. A num-
ber of conferences in the US, while
quite cosmopolitan, do not meet this
criterion in their organizational
makeup. Unless Barschall and Hae-
berli want all conferences to be in-
ternational, ITUPAP sponsorship for a
conference is not an appropriate cri-
terion.

Sometimes funding agencies re-
quire the publication of proceedings
as a condition for financial support.
Thus bringing the concerns of unnec-
essary proceedings raised by Bar-
schall and Haeberli to the attention
of these agencies may also be an
avenue to solving the problem.

Lu J. SHAM
University of California,

1/93 San Diego

Attending Conferences

in China Aids Oppression
I find the letter “Westerners Should
Go to China Meetings,” by Xin Hao
(December 1992, page 15), rather
alarming. China, with its hydrogen

bomb, developed rocketry, advanced
conventional military potential and

PLACEMENT CENTER

to be held in connection with the March Meeting of the
American Physical Society

21 - 24 March 1994

DAVID L. LAWRENCE CONVENTION CENTER
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

The primary purpose of the Center is to arrange personal interviews
between physicists seeking employment and prospective employers.
Interviews will be arranged between employers’ representatives and
applicants registered for the meeting who have also registered with the
Placement Service.

Universities, colleges, research institutions, industrial organizations and
government laboratories are invited to participate in the Placement
Center and conduct interviews with physicists attending the meeting. A
complete register of physicists seeking employment will be available at
a nominal service charge upon request at the meeting and after the
meeting.

Information and meeting applications for registering for the Placement
Center may be obtained by writing to the Institute’s office. The deadline
for being included in the Center is 4 March 1994.

Ed Goldin

PLACEMENT CENTER

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS

One Physics Ellipse, College Park, MD 20740

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF

+ MODERN PHysics -+
History of Physics I1
Edited by Melba Phillips

This peerless collection of articles from Physics Today offers you an
intimate view of the people and events shaping the evolution of
modern science and society. It features profiles, personal memoirs,
narratives of the development of key fields, and histories of impor-
tant institutions and organizations. Authors include Murray Gell-
Mann on Richard Feynman; Robert Hofstadter on Felix Bloch;
[rving Langmuir on pathological science; Emilio Segré on the dis-
covery of nuclear fission; Norman Ramsey on I.I. Rabi; Victor
Weisskopf on Wolfgang Pauli; and Rudolph Peierls on Paul Dirac.
1993, 352 pages, illustrated, 0-88318-846-5
Hardcover, $40.00 Member price $32.00
For Member price, please indicate your AIP Member Society when ordering.

To order call 1-800-488-BOOK
In Vermont: 1-802-878-0315. Fax: 1-802-878-1102.
Or mail check, MO, or PO (include $2.75 shipping & handling) to:

American Institute of Physics AMERICAN
¢/o AIDC, 64 Depot Road INSTITUTE
Colchester, VT 05446 %
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