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seeking solutions to world problems." 
It praised his roles as director general 
of CERN from 1961 to 1965 and as 
founding leader of the High Energy 
Physics Advisory Panel. "As a 
teacher and author, Victor Weisskopf 
encourages and strengthens the finest 
traditions and deepest values of 
science," the certificate said. 

Weisskopf earned a PhD in physics 
from the University of Gottingen in 
1931. Over the next six years he was 
a research associate at various insti­
tutes in Europe, working under Erwin 
Schrodinger, Werner Heisenberg, 
Niels Bohr and Wolfgang Pauli. In 
1937 he joined the physics faculty at 
the University of Rochester. Weiss­
kopf joined the Manhattan Project as 
deputy head of the theoretical divi­
sion at Los Alamos in 1943. Three 
years later he moved to MIT, where 
he is now an emeritus Institute Pro­
fessor of Physics. 

The Tate Award recognizes a non­
US citizen for "distinguished service 
to the profession of physics." Sagdeev 
was cited for "his pivotal contribu­
tions to the development of the space 
physics program in the former Soviet 
Union and his leadership in support­
ing and advancing broad interna­
tional cooperation in the study of 
physical phenomena in space." He 
was also praised for his leadership in 
international arms control. 

Sagdeev received his undergradu­
ate degree from Moscow State Uni­
versity in 1955 and his doctorate in 
theoretical physics from the Moscow 
Institute for Physical Problems in 
1960. During the 1960s he was head 
of the Plasma Theory Laboratory of 
the Institute of Nuclear Physics in 
Novosibirsk. In 1971 he joined the 
Institute of High-Temperature Phys­
ics in Moscow, and in 1973 he became 
director of the Institute of Space 
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Research in Moscow. In 1990 Sag­
deev moved to the University of 
Maryland, where he is a Distin­
guished Professor of Physics and di­
rector of the East-West Space 
Science Center. 

The science writing prize recog­
nizes distinguished writing in physic~ 
or astronomy for the general reader. 
Cassidy, an associate professor in the 
natural sciences program at Hofstra 
University, was chosen for his book 
Uncertainty: The Life and Science of 
Werner Heisenberg, published by 
W. H. Freeman and Company (New 
York, 1991). (See PHYSICS TODAY, 

June 1992, page 79, for a review of 
the book.) 

Cassidy received a BA in physics 
from Rutgers University in 1967, an 
MS in physics from Rutgers in 1970 
and a PhD in the history of physics 
from Purdue University in 1976. He 
was associate editor of The Collected 
Papers of Albert Einstein, published 
by Princeton University Press. He is 
currently studying postwar science in 
Germany and working on a book on 
Einstein. 

LATEST AlP SURVEY 
GETS MIXED SIGNALS 
FROM JOB MARKET 
The latest Employment Survey, one of 
four annual reports produced by the 
Education and Employment Statistics 
Division of the American Institute of 
Physics, registered a complex image 
from information gathered in the 
winter and spring of 1991-92. "The 
current listless economy has caused 
many recent graduates to explore 
nontraditional routes in pursuit of 
their career goals; hence it has become 
increasingly difficult to present a clear 
picture of the employment opportuni­
ties available to them," Susanne D. 
Ellis and Patrick J. Mulvey wrote in 
the opening sentence of the report. 

Surveying 1991 recipients of bache­
lor's, master's and doctoral degrees 
roughly six months following their 
graduation, Ellis and Mulvey found 
some signs of slight improvement. 
For example, just under two-thirds of 
those getting PhDs in physics needed 
three months or more to find a 
potentially permanent job; the year 
before, the proportion was 70%. The 
median monthly salaries for those 
taking postdocs in 1991 was $2600, 
compared to $2460 in 1990 and $2400 
in 1989. The median monthly salary 
for those taking full-time, potentially 
permanent positions was $3830 in 
1991, compared to $3580 in 1990 and 
$3760 in 1989. 

Increased job satisfaction seems to 
have been another positive sign in 
1991. Among those who earned 
PhDs, two-thirds said they were not 
interested in changing jobs, while the 
year before, half said they were unin­
terested in finding new employment. 

Nonetheless, negative signs also 
abounded. Among those who earned 
bachelor's degrees in 1991, 14% were 
not employed and were looking for 
jobs when the survey was conducted, 
compared to 10% the year before. 
There was an increase by ten percen­
tage points in the proportion of phys­
ics bachelors who had received only 
one job offer at the time of the survey. 

A smaller proportion of the bache­
lors accepted industrial manufactur­
ing positions-19% in 1991, versus 
25% in 1990-which are generally the 
best-paid jobs available. Moreover, 
"compared to the previous year, the 
greatest change was recorded for bach­
elors who engaged in 'nonphysics 
professional work.' These graduates 
accepted positions that require college 
degrees and not necessarily technical 
training. . . . Among the 1991 gradu­
ates, not only did the proportion of 
respondents in this category triple, but 
their median salary declined by 18%." 

The median monthly salary ob­
tained by the 1991 bachelors who 
found jobs was $2150, compared to 
$2220 in 1990 and $2000 in 1989. 
The median monthly salary for mas­
ter's degree recipients in 1991 was 
$3120, compared to $3000 in 1990 
and $2680 in 1989. 

The 1991 Employment Survey in­
cludes detailed tables showing select­
ed characteristics of degree reci­
pients. Copies of the complete report 
can be obtained free of charge from 
the AlP Education & Employment 
Statistics Division, 335 East 45 Street, 
New York NY 10017. 

IN BRIEF 
The American Association of Physi­
cists in Medicine, a member society of 
the American Institute of Physics, 
has decided to move its headquarters 
from New York City to the American 
Center for Physics in College Park, 
Maryland (see PHYSICS TODAY, Sep­
tember 1992, page 61). Construction 
of the center is scheduled to be 
completed in October 1993. The 
American Vacuum Society's head­
quarters staff and the standards sec­
retariat of the Acoustical Society of 
America will remain in New York 
City after AlP moves to Maryland. 
They will relocate to city-subsidized 
offices in the Wall Street area. • 
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