
flight, beginning in the mid-1600s 
and ending in 1903, when the Wright 
brothers flew their first powered air­
plane. The book, which was selected 
from 62 entries, was published in 
association with television station 
WGBH in Boston. 

Maurer has written two other chil­
dren's books, both dealing with space, 
and he has organized exhibits of space 
photography for the Smithsonian In­
stitution and New York University. 
He received a BA in European litera­
ture from the University of Texas, 
Austin, in 197 4. 

The award will be presented to 
Maurer at the 1991 spring meeting of 
The American Physical Society in 
Washington, DC. He will also receive 
$3000 and an inscribed Windsor 
chair. 

LAMONT-DOHERTY 
OBSERVATORY GETS 
NEW DIRECTOR 
Gordon P. Eaton has taken office as 
director of the Lamont-Doherty Geo­
logical Observatory of Columbia Uni­
versity. He succeeds C. Barry Ra­
leigh, who left the lab in late 1989 to 
become dean of the University of 
Hawaii's newly created School of 
Ocean and Earth Science and Tech­
nology (see PHYSICS TODAY, April1990, 
page 68). 

Eaton graduated from Wesleyan 
University with a bachelor's degree 
in geology in 1951 and earned his 
PhD in geology and geophysics at 
Caltech in 1957. He taught at Wes­
leyan and at the University of Cali­
fornia, Riverside, before joining the 
US Geological Survey in 1963. He 
left the USGS in 1981 to become dean 
of the college of geosciences at Texas 
A&M, and during the next two years 
he was appointed provost and then 
vice president for academic affairs. 
He became president of Iowa State 
University in 1986. 

In addition to his administrative 
experience, an important factor in his 
selection, Eaton has done highly re­
garded work on the tectonics of the 
American Southwest, the use of vol­
canic ash as a tracer of atmospheric 
circulation, geothermal energy and 
the mineral resources of the North 
American cordillera. 

AlP PUBLISHES NEW 
PHYSICS FACULTY AND 
STAFF DIRECTORY 
The 1990-91 edition of AlP's Director 
of Physics and Astronomy Staff, pub-
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lished in December, lists more than 
36 000 physicists and astronomers at 
nearly 3000 institutions in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico. 

The directory includes a list of 
individuals (along with their address­
es, phone numbers and, where avail­
able, E-mail addresses) and a list of 
academic institutions and their facul­
ty members, followed by a list of 
nonacademic research and develop­
ment organizations and their staffs, a 
geographical list of academic institu­
tions and a list of R&D organizations 
by type. The addresses and phone 
numbers of AlP member societies are 
also included, along with · those of 
some foreign physics organizations. 

Organizations that employ physi-_ 
cists or astronomers and would like to 
be listed in future editions of the 
directory should fill out the form 
provided at the back of the book. 

The American Physical Society has 
supplied copies of the 1990-91 directo­
ry to its members as part II of the 
December 1990 Bulletin of the Ameri­
can Physical Society. 

The price of the new directory is 
$45 for members of AlP member 
societies and $60 for nonmembers, 
institutions and libraries. Copies 
may be ordered from AIDC, 64 Depot 
Road, Colchester, VT 05446; phone 
800-445-6638. 

DELACOTE NAMED 
NEW DIRECTOR OF 
EXPLORATORIUM 
Goery Delacote, a French physicist, 
science educator and public servant, 
has been named the new director of 
the Exploratorium , the famous 
hands-on science education center in 
San Francisco (see Robert J . Semper's 
article in PHYSICS TODAY, November 
1990, page 50). Delacote succeeds 
Robert L. White, the Stanford Uni­
versity physicist who became director 
after the death in 1985 of the mu­
seum's founder, Frank Oppenheimer. 

Delacote is a physics professor at 
the University of Paris and has served 
during the last eight years as the 
director of the science and technology 
information department of the Centre 
National de la Recherche Scienti­
fique, France's principal science re­
search organization. At CNRS, he 
has presided over the establishment 
of a publishing-company subsidiary of 
the organization, the development of 
a major European center for the 
dissemination of research via a data­
bank and document delivery system, 
and the creation of the Pavilion de la 
Communication-a system that helps 

scientists communicate information 
about ongoing research to the public 
by means of interactive exhibits, mag­
azines, films, TV programs and train­
ing programs. 

Before joining CNRS in 1981, Dela­
cote was in charge of the scientific 
team that planned La Villette, the 
huge science-and-technology center 
that opened in Paris in 1986. One 
thing the team did, with technical 
assistance from Exploratorium staff, 
was to clone a large set of Explorator­
ium exhibits. 

Delacote did his doctorate in phys­
ics at the Ecole Normale Superieure 
in 1962, working under the supervi­
sion of Pierre Aigrain (who currently 
is chief scientist at Thomson, the 
military and consumer electronics 
company). While completing his the­
sis, which concerned the interaction 
of elementary excitations in molecu­
lar crystals, Delacote went to the 
University of Algiers, where he creat­
ed a laboratory for the study of 
molecular crystals. From 1969 to 
1979 Delacote was founding director 
of the Laboratory of Inter-University 
Research on Education in the Phys­
ical Sciences and Technology, a proj­
ect supported by the French Physical 
Society. The project involved the · 
development of teaching modules in 
physics and chemistry, which have 
been gradually introduced in France's 
middle schools. 

IN BRIEF 
Applied Optics, which until 1990 ap­
peared twice a month, has been divid­
ed into three sections, each of which 
appears monthly. Duncan T. Moore 
of the University of Rochester edits 
Optical Technology; Alexander A. 
Sawchuk of the University of South­
ern California edits Information Pro­
cessing; and Alexander J. Glass of 
Lawrence Livermore National Labo­
ratory edits Lasers and Photonics. 
For more information, contact Direc­
tor of Publications, Optical Society of 
America, 2010 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW, Washington DC 20036. 

The International Centre for Diffrac­
tion Data in Swarthmore, Pennsylva­
nia, has joined the American Institute 
of Physics as an affiliated society. 

A set of 25 photographs from the 
Hubble Space Telescope, together 
with an explanatory booklet, is avail­
able from the Astronomical Society of 
the Pacific. Send $29.95 to HST Slide 
Orders Department, Astronomical So­
ciety of the Pacific, 390 Ashton Ave­
nue, San Francisco CA 94112. • 


