A WEEK IN BEDJING

David J. Gross

On 29 May I arrived in Beijing to
lecture at the Symposium on Fields,
Strings and Quantum Gravity, held
under the auspices of the China Cen-
ter of Advanced Science and Technol-
ogy and the direction of T. D. Lee and
Guangzhao Zhou (president of the
Chinese Academy of Science).

Because of the turmoil in China it
had been very unclear whether the
meeting would take place. But after
weeks of hesitation, all the foreign
participants who were scheduled to
come did so. All in all there were 32
physicists from abroad, including
families: Sidney Coleman, Stanley
Deser and family, Gerard t'Hooft and
wife, Yuval Ne’eman and wife, Ashok
Sen and wife, Henry Tye and family,
Cumrun Vafa and family, Sasha Za-
molodchikov, and I with my wife and
daughters. There were about 80
Chinese participants, ranging from
senior scientists to graduate students.

Until the shooting began the wvisit
was delightful. When we arrived in
Beijing all was peaceful, no soldiers
were visible, and no one expected any
violence. All of the Chinese partici-
pants made it to Beijing and were
very enthusiastic about the sympo-
sium, the physics and the prospects
for reform in China. We were located
at the lovely Fragrant Hill Sleeping
Buddha Hotel, among a beautiful set
of Buddhist temples in the midst of
the botanical gardens, almost in the
outskirts of Beijing. The accommoda-
tions were comfortable, and the food
was excellent. In fact because of the
troubles, T. D. managed to get two of
China's top chefs, who were idle, since
their restaurant in the Forbidden
City was closed, to cook for us.

Some of our planned activities had
to be curtailed, but others went on.
We saw the Great Wall, but not the
Forbidden City, which was closed.
Instead we visited Tienanmen Square
and talked to the students encamped
there. There was a feeling of excite-
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Participants in the Symposium on Fields, Strings and Quantum
Gravity and the Symposium on Relativistic Heavy-lon Collisions at
the Temple of the Sleeping Buddha in Beijing. First row, left to
right: Yuval Ne’eman, Gerard t'Hooft, T. D. Lee, Guangzhao Zhou,
Stanley Deser, Sidney Coleman, David Gross, Alexander
Zamolodchikov. Second row: Shoji Nagamiya, Minghan Ye,
Maurice Jacob, Cumrun Vafa, unidentified. Third row: Henry Tye,
Ashok Sen, Rudolph Hwa, Hans Gutbrod. (Photo courtesy of Lee,)

ment and hope, almost euphoria. Cer-
tainly no one anticipated the massa-
cre that was to occur.

On Friday night, 2 June, after an
interesting tour of BEPC, the impres-
sive new electron—positron collider in
Beijing, the whole party boarded a
special sleeping car on the night train
to Da Tong, a coal mining center near
the Monogolian border. Da Tong,
where, incidentally, much of the now
infamous 27th People’'s Army is sta-
tioned, is the site of the fabulous
Yungang cave temples. We toured
the caves on Saturday, and when
night fell we took the train back,
perhaps only hours behind the 27th.
We had no idea of what had happened
that night in Beijing until we arrived
at 7:00 am on Sunday morning at the
train station, a kilometer from Tien-
anmen Square. There we saw hun-
dreds of troops, the bus that was to
take us to the hotel was absent, and
we heard about the massacres that
were still going on.

We called T.D., who was very
concerned for our safety. He contact-
ed his friend the mayor of Beijing,

who offered to arrange a military
escort for us. This offer was politely
declined since military transport was
clearly not the safest way to travel.
In fact on the way back to the hotel we
saw dozens of burning military trucks
and armored vehicles. We watched as
a crowd of angry civilians stopped a
police car, removed the policemen,
overturned the car and set it on fire.
Finally we found some taxi-vans,
whose drivers agreed to take us. It
was a harrowing drive back, through
and around the many barricades and
burning cars. However, there was no
anger directed at foreigners and we
all made it back safely.

When we got back to the hotel we
saw the bus that was meant to pick us
up, splashed in blood. Our driver told
us that on the way to the station it
passed by Tienanmen Square, where
soldiers were not allowing ambu-
lances to enter. Three wounded stu-
dents were loaded on our bus, and the
driver took them to a hospital. Two
died en route.

There was no real danger at the
Sleeping Buddha, but T.D. and the
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other organizers decided to officially
end the meeting, which was half over,
and arrange a quick exit. This was an
excellent decision since they were
able to purchase new tickets for ev-
eryone before the real panic began.

Sunday night some of the physics
students who were attending the sym-
posium and who had taken part in the
events of the previous night and day
returned to the hotel and told us their
horrifying stories. You have heard
and read and seen much of this in the
West, but hearing and seeing it first-
hand was very difficult and sad. To
quote one eyewitness: “When the
students drew back and escape, some
weren't able to escape in time. Tanks
went behind and crushed them....
Students [who] left last saw soldiers
didn’t permit wounded to leave, shot
them. [The soldiers] didn’t permit
medical personnel to serve them.
Two nurses were killed. They burned
the bodies of the dead, [along with]
some other things, tons of garbage
and clothing with gasoline. They
don’t want anyone to know [what
happened].”

Most sad was to witness the reac-
tion of our Chinese colleagues, who
were totally shattered by the events
and extremely worried about the ef-
fect all of this will have on their lives.
Many stated that these events would
set China back for many, many years.
I hope not.

We spent two more days in Beijing,
rumors and horror stories in abun-
dance. We debated whether it was
appropriate to continue to lecture on
physics under such circumstances.
In the end we continued our lectures
on quantum gravity, black holes,
wormholes and strings until we left,
addressing an audience of Chinese
scientists who were desperately hop-
ing that life and physics could go on
as before.

On the last day my family and I
drove downtown to arrange airline
tickets. Beijing was almost empty of
people, most shops were closed, and
the streets were full of burnt vehicles.
Soldiers could be seen everywhere,
many with drawn weapons, some-
times surrounded by ordinary people
who seemed to be arguing with them.

It was with great relief that we
made it to the plane on Tuesday
night, through an airport that was
close to panic, and with even greater
relief when we stopped onto French
soil 27 hours later. It has since been
difficult to return to normal life. The
events of our week in Beijing are hard
to put aside. Most of all one cannot
stop thinking of all the friends and
colleagues who were left behind, and
of the future that faces them. [ |
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