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and chemistry to prepare for the
University Matriculation Entrance
Examinations. These courses are
equivalent to freshman and sopho-
more courses in our universities and
colleges. These students have had
one year or more of general physics
already in form 5. They certainly are
not equivalent to high school seniors
or 12th graders in the US!

Besides, they are, on the whole,
older, averaging 19 or 20 years of age,
and more mature than their Ameri-
can counterparts. Their socioeconom-
ic system worships mathematics,
chemistry, physics and engineering.
Above all, their cultural and family
influences are conducive to scientific
perseverance and excellence.

There is no doubt that the gap is
widening in physics aptitude between
US high school seniors and their
counterparts in Hong Kong. Our
nation is still at risk! The gap,
however, is neither as big and hope-
less nor as spontaneous and abrupt as
the graphs imply.

FRANCIS M. TAM
Frostburg State University

7/88 Frostburg, Maryland

Rangefinder Caption
Misses the Mark
In my article "How the Military
Responded to the Laser" (October,
page 36), the caption for figure 3, a
photo of the AN-GVS-5 hand-held
rangefinder, was inaccurate. The AN-
GVS-5, unlike the tank laser range-
finder discussed in the text, was built
not by Hughes, but by RCA, after it
was developed by Richard J. Newton
and his colleagues at the Army Elec-
tronics Command (Fort Monmouth,
New Jersey). It was not operational
until the 1980s, whereas tank laser
rangefinders were fielded in the
1970s. I am grateful to Newton for
calling this error to my attention.

ROBERT W. SEIDEL
The Laser History Project

11/88 Los Alamos, New Mexico

Bitter Lab,
Bitter Memories
I would like to clarify a point made in
your news story about the Francis
Bitter Magnet Laboratory (July 1988,
page 61). Contrary to the impression
one gets from your report, former
members of the in-house research
staff did not leave the lab because we
feared competition for external fund-
ing. Indeed, all of us possessed Fed-
eral research support at the time of
our departures and continue to com-

Leybold Inficon presents
another breakthrough

in RGA technology:

Leybold Inficon has
dramatically reduced the price of the
Inficon Quadrex 100 and 200 RGAs,
making them more affordable than
ever before.

So now you can monitor, diagnose,
verify and control your gas processes with
these industry-leading Inficon Quadrex
RGAs, which are both easy-to-read and
easy-to-operate.

To find out more, simply contact your
local Leybold Sales Engineer or call
1-800-448-3400 ext. 402.
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East Syracuse, NY. 13057
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We Deliver Innovation.
Microscience, Inc. now offers a complete range of ECR

research equipment and technical support:
ECR SYSTEMS
• ibex 9000 ECR
. ibex 2000 Custom ECR

" £ £ r ! d RF/ECR Systcms

ECR SOURCES
• Plasma Stream

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
• ECR Processing

'. Plasm"? Physic"

Microscience has long been known for introducing
innovative new products in the fields of Material
Science and Semiconductor Processing. Having
pioneered the technology in the USA, our role in the
characterization of ECR plasma parameters leads the
world. Our patented source designs bring a new
dimension to the field of dry processing.

Whether your interest is low damage etching, low
temperature PECVD, diamond synthesis, or low energy
dopingi wc a|ready have an ECR sourcc designed for
^ pUrp0SC f h c Microscience process lab is ready to
work with 5""1 on thc defails of your a PP l i c a t i o n and

our engineers are standing by to make you anything
from a small source to a custom system.

MICROSCIENCE, INC.
Corporate Headquarters Sales/Services Offices
and Manufacturing Facility San Jose, CA (408) 943-0111
41 Accord Park Drive Allcntown, PA (215) 398-1501
Norwell, MA 02061
(617)871-0308

APS Show - Booths #813-815 Circle number 125 on Reader Service Card

PHYSICS TODAY MARCH 1989 1 5 7


