
LETTERS
Nearly every citizen lives relatively
near a laboratory doing research
somewhere along the frontier of basic
knowledge." These statements sim-
ply are not true.

In the heartland of our country,
high-grade basic research proceeds at
only a few locations. Throughout
most of the area, the citizens reside
far from such facilities. As a result,
they are familiar with only the de-
scriptive aspects of science, as pre-
sented in television broadcasts.

Furthermore, the people in power
do not reasonably support most of the
research facilities that do exist. It is
not just a matter of lack of funds; the
organizational structure is quite often
deficient.

At South Dakota State University,
the basic sciences are divided up
among the various deans, so the
plight of fundamental researchers is
of little concern to the hierarchy.
Relatedly, the instruction here ne-
glects the foundations students need
for a research career.

If our country's leaders felt that
Pake's statements constituted an
ideal, they would distribute research
funds accordingly. This they do not
do. Instead, the funds are concentrat-
ed on a few, already well-heeled
institutions.

GEORGE H. DUFFEY
South Dakota State University

10/88 Brookings, South Dakota

PAKE REPLIES: It seems that George H.
Duffey and I would disagree only in
matters of extent or of degree. My
statement is, I believe, suitably quali-
fied to be valid. I had in mind that
every state has at least one state
university, which in turn sustains
graduate programs in the sciences
that award the PhD, a research degree
at the frontier of current knowledge.
Admittedly, in the larger states west
of the Mississippi, some citizens do not
live very near to the state university,
although they may readily on an
autumn Saturday commute to the
campus for a football game—which I
grant is not a research interest.

All universities I know allocate or
distribute the basic science depart-
ments among several deans.

The implication that funding for
basic science research ought perhaps
to be distributed geographically or
more uniformly does not take into
account that in addition to state
universities there are a number of
academically strong private universi-
ties in a few states. These pinnacles
of privately established science
strength are not uniformly distribut-
ed throughout the nation, yet they
represent a major component in US

basic research competence. Looking
at things this way, it is only logical
that, for example, Massachusetts,
with Harvard and MIT as well as the
University of Massachusetts, receives
larger amounts of Federal basic re-
search funds than most other states,
but probably less funding for agricul-
tural research (both basic and ap-
plied) than the larger Western states.

Both Duffey and I would like to see

the "people in power" support more
aggressively the research facilities
that do exist in the US.

GEORGE E. PAKE
6/89 Palo Alto, California
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DoiTt Fool
High Voltage.

Materials
deposition,
electron and
ion beam, laser, capacitor charg-
ing, x-ray and other systems
aren't places to fool around
with high voltage. After all, if
your power supply doesn't
work right, neither will the rest
of your system.

We're serious about
high voltage. We specialize
in building highly reliable, high
performance HV power sup-
plies. Designed and built to
exacting standards so they'll
survive the rigors of your appli-
cation. And they're backed by
the industry's best warranties.

Standard and custom
designs are available with
outputs up to 200 kV. Our
SERIES 1000 units are ideal for
laboratory or medium power

applications.
The higher
power SERIES

6000 is designed for process
applications requiring utmost
reliability and performance in
vacuum environments. Our
custom systems exhibit the
same dedication to reliability
and dependability that has
made KSI the industry leader
in truly meeting the customer's
specifications.

On-time delivery is just
as important as system perfor-
mance. At KSI we're serious
about schedules too, and we
have an on-time delivery record
of 98%!

Call us. Let's discuss
your application. Or fax your
specifications to our sales
department. And stop fooling
around with high voltage.

Kaiser Systems, Inc.
The High Voltage Power Supplies That Work*

126 Sohier Road, Beverly, MA 01915 • Phone: (508) 922-9300 • FAX: (508) 922-8374
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