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areas of specialization.
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The 1988 International Conference on
Science and Technology of Synthetic
Metals, hosted by Los Alamos National
Laboratory, will be held from June 26 to
July 2, 1988, in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
The ICSM 88 will bring together
academia and industry from around the
world to focus on all aspects of research
and development of synthetic metals and
their role in emerging technologies. The
conference will be composed of plenary
lectures to be presented by leading ex-
perts, contributed original papers, and
poster sessions. Session topics will in-
clude

•Conducting 'Applications of
crystals synthetic metals

•Organic super- 'Conducting
conductors polymers

•Bronzes, transi- 'Nonlinear
tion metal optical
chalcogenides, properties
and oxides •Pyropolymers

•Layered transi- and graphitic
tion metal materials
oxides including
high-T super-
conductors

For more information on ICSM 88,
please contact
M. Aldissi/ICSM 88
Los Alamos National Laboratory
P.O. Box 1663, MS K764
Los Alamos, NM 87545
USA.
(505)667-1326
The ICSM 88 second announcement will
be mailed November 15, 1987, to those
who have requested more information.

those laws. Thus creationism and
evolution are mutally exclusive hy-
potheses. (Note that creationism, in
this sense, need not be synonymous
with the concept of Creation, since a
God who created space-time might
have created life simply by instating
the laws that cause evolution to oc-
cur.)

If it can be shown that the origins of
life can be adequately explained by
the normal functioning of space-time,
then creationism will have been falsi-
fied. Of course, creationists might
propose that God interfered with the
laws of space-time in such a way as to
cover His tracks and make it appear
as though life arose by evolution, but I
have yet to encounter any creationists
who actually claim this, and I doubt
that most evolutionists would object
seriously if they did.

ROBERT W. MCADAMS
3/87 Lincoln Park, New Jersey

MORE ON REFEREEING
I would like to express my strong
support of the letter by Alwyn Eades
(October 1986, page 156) concerning
the refereeing process. I have seen it
happen more than once that I or
friends pointed out a basic flaw in a
paper and suggested how to treat the
problem, only to see the paper pub-
lished with the referee's ideas form-
ing the substance of the work.

Another problem concerns the
scope of Physical Review Letters. I
would expect that the editors of a
journal aimed at publishing letters of
"general interest" should take that
aim into account by also employing
referees outside the immediate field
of a letter. However, my impression
is that US editors are significantly
more reluctant than European edi-
tors to assume an active role in
shaping the scope or publishing policy
of a journal. For example, I know of a
couple of papers that were judged
good by referees, with only minor
suggestions made, but which have
never been resubmitted by the au-
thors (for whatever reasons). I would
expect that an editor would be inter-
ested in publishing good papers and
therefore would contact these authors
again after a while. Again, this would
be fair to the referees, taking their
work into account.

ANTON ZEILINGER
Atominstitut der Osterreichischen

Universitaten
11/86 Vienna, Austria

MARTIAN MISTAKE
We are writing to call attention to an
error in our book On Mars. On pages

235 and 236, we state incorrectly that
Norman Horowitz, Roy E. Cameron
and Jerry S. Hubbard (Science, 21
April 1972, page 242) failed to detect
microorganisms in the soil of the dry
valleys of Antarctica, despite five
years of effort. Actually, they detect-
ed bacteria in 86% of the soil samples
tested; just 14% were found to be
sterile. No one, to our knowledge,
ever claimed that the dry valleys were
sterile, contrary to what our book
says. We apologize to Horowitz, Ca-
meron and Hubbard for misstating
their findings.

EDWARD C. EZELL
LINDA N. EZELL

6/86 Woodbridge, Virginia*
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