
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
WATERMAN NAMED FIRST DIRECTOR

Alan T. Waterman, technical director of the Office of
Naval Research, was named by President Truman on March
9th to direct the National Science Foundation—an appoint-
ment which represents the final step in putting the Founda-
tion into full operation as the coordinating agency for basic
scientific research in the United States. Dr. Waterman was
selected from a slate of candidates submitted to the Presi-
dent by the National Science Foundation Board following
its third meeting, held last February, and he comes to the
post equipped with a convincing background of experience
as a research administrator. During World War II, while on
leave from the faculty of Yale University, he served the
National Defense Research Committee as vice chairman of
its Division D and as a deputy member of the NDRC
Board of Review. He was also with the Office of Scientific
Research and Development, both during and following the
war, and for a brief period was chief scientist with the
planning division of the Office of Research and Inventions
before joining the ONR in 1947.

Shortly before Dr. Waterman's nomination, Detlev W.
Bronk, chairman of the National Science Foundation Board's
executive committee, announced that considerable progress
had already been made in laying out the general principles
of the Board's operation and in formulating its organiza-
tional structure. It has been agreed, according to Dr. Bronk,
that the promotion of basic research and education in the
sciences throughout the country is a prime objective, since
the Board feels that the Foundation's best contribution to
the defense effort will be through the general strengthening
of the scientific fabric of the nation. It was pointed out in
particular that the Board has voted not to establish at this
time a division devoted wholly to defense research in the
belief that the Foundation's programs in basic science
would inevitably contribute in the long run to the nation's
military and technological strength.

Because the funds appropriated by Congress to the Foun-
dation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1951 are sufficient
only to cover organizational and administrative expenses,
the Board considered at some length the proposals to be
made to Congress for its budget for the 1952 fiscal year.
The actual initiation of the Foundation's fellowship and re-
search programs must await these appropriations. The offi-
cers of the Foundation were authorized to prepare final
budget estimates.

The Board appointed temporary committees to initiate the
work of the four divisions of the Foundation authorized by
the Science Foundation Account. These divisions are Medi-
cal Research; Mathematical, Physical, and Engineering Sci-
ences; Biological Sciences; and Scientific Personnel and Edu-
cation. The committees are to survey the needs of the coun-
try in these four fields.

EUROPEAN PHYSICS LABORATORY
FRANCE AND ITALY OFFER FINANCIAL AID

The U. S. National Commission for Unesco has been noti-
fied by Unesco's Paris headquarters that the proposal for

establishment of a European physics laboratory, made last
year in Florence by I. I. Rabi, member of the U. S. delega-
tion to the Fifth General Conference of Unesco, has received
offers of financial support from France and Italy. An offer
of 2,000,000 lire (about $3,125) from the National Research
Council of Italy was accepted by Unesco's Executive Board,
and it was indicated that the French Government was con-
sidering a donation of 2,000,000 francs (about $5,555). A
preliminary study of possibilities for setting up the labo-
ratory is to be made under the direction of Unesco's Natural
Science Department, which is headed by Professor Pierre
Auger. When a preliminary report on the study of the pos-
sibility of establishing the West European center is com-
pleted, it will be presented to a meeting of experts to be
convened by Unesco. A number of Western European na-
tions have already expressed interest in the project, and it
is expected that additional financial help will be forthcoming.

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM
FOREIGN SCHOLARS WISH TO TEACH HERE

A number of scholars from foreign countries participating
in the Fulbright Program wish to teach in American uni-
versities or colleges during the academic year 1951-52, ac-
cording to word received recently from the Conference
Board of Associated Research Councils. Each individual
listed has been recommended for consideration by the
United States Educational Foundation in his own country
and would be eligible to apply for a Fulbright grant cover-
ing costs of round trip transportation to the final destination
in the United States if satisfactory arrangements for lectur-
ing are completed. The Committee is prepared to provide
information regarding the professional qualifications of these
scholars upon request to any interested university or col-
lege official, and would appreciate being informed when an
invitation is extended to any of the scholars involved so
that his name may be removed from the list of available
persons. Invitations from American institutions are a vital
factor in the welfare of the Fulbright Program, the Com-
mittee points out, since only through the participation of
foreign scholars can the Program become truly reciprocal
and mutually beneficial to the countries taking part in the
plan.

Physicists listed by the Committee are: S. R. De Groot,
34-year-old professor of theoretical physics at Utrecht Uni-
versity, the Netherlands (thermodynamics of irreversible
processes, beta-radio activity), who will be available for
one academic year or for three or four months after May
1951; K. M. Matta, 33-year-old lecturer in physics at
Farouk I University, Egypt (ultrasonics, hydrodynamics),
who will be available for one year commencing October or
January to the same date the year after; and Afaf Ahmad
Sabry, 28-year-old lecturer in applied mathematics at Ab-
bassia, Cairo, Egypt (quantum mechanics, thermodynamics
and statistical mechanics, hydrodynamics and elasticity,
electrodynamics, relativity), who will be available from
May 1951 to November 1951.

Mathematicians listed are: Shank Doss, 37-year-old as-
sistant professor at Farouk I University, Egypt (advanced
probability, any course on pure mathematics), who will be
available for the year 1951-52 or any subsequent year; and
Thirukkannapuram Vijayaraghavan, 48-year-old director of
Ramanujan Institute of Mathematics, Madras, India (real
variables, complex variables, theory of numbers, algebra),
who will be available for about eight months.

In addition to the above, a number of chemists, engineers,
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