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compared to the effects produced by the earth's mag-
netic field and the electrostatic forces between the ions
and electrons.

Professor C. Stormer, Institutt for Teoretisk Astro-
fysikk, Oslo, Norway, presented a paper on "Sunlit Au-
rorae." The remarkable phenomenon of aurorae in the
sunlit atmosphere has been observed in southern Nor-
way on numerous occasions from 1911 to 1951. The
heights of the lower border of the sunlit aurorae were
found to lie between about 200 and 800 km above the
earth, while summits have occasionally reached heights
exceeding 1000 km. On a few occasions these aurorae
have been divided with one part in sunlight and another
in the earth's shadow, the two parts being separated by
a dark space. The spectra of sunlit aurorae are observed
to be different from those of common low lying au-
rorae. The intensities of the oxygen line of 63OOA and
the nitrogen bands at 4278 and 3914A are very much
stronger than that of the line 5577A. The spectral dif-
ference is usually observable visually. The color of sun-
lit rays is generally a feeble violet white, in contrast to
the common yellow-green color of ordinary aurorae.
Professor Stormer concluded by recommending the
study of sunlit rays to all who are interested in the
uppermost layers of the atmosphere. Professor Stormer
is one of the real pioneers in the field of auroral phys-
ics, and many references were made to his invaluable
contributions, both theoretical and observational. His
presence at the Conference added measurably to its
success.

A change from the technical meetings was provided
by the dinner session on 24 July. The Conference was
fortunate in having as its after-dinner speaker Professor
B. W. Currie of the University of Saskatchewan, who
portrayed in a very interesting and comprehensive fash-
ion the development of "Geophysics in Canada". On the
following evening, the delegates were honored at a civic
banquet tendered by the Corporation of the City of
London, Ontario, at which time they were given an op-
portunity to meet His Worship, Mayor Allan J. Rush.

A. L. Aden
Air Force Cambridge Research Center

ICSU Executive Board
Third Annual Meeting Held in Washington

The governing body of the International Council of
Scientific Unions held its third annual meeting in the
rooms of the National Academy of Sciences in Wash-
ington on October 16th and 17th at the invitation of
Detlev W. Bronk, president of the Academy. The meet-
ing, which was presided over by ICSU president Alex-
ander von Muralt, distinguished Swiss physiologist and
a lifelong friend of Dr. Bronk, was held to carry out
current business of the Board and to prepare the way
for the next General Assembly of the ICSU, which will
be held next September in Amsterdam. New statutes
will be adopted at that time, and new ICSU officers will
be elected.

Under the heading of current business, the Council's
main actions had to do with the creation of an inter-
national abstracting service to facilitate the work of
existing abstracting journals, the formation of a special
committee to coordinate scientific research during the
Polar Year 1957-58, and the agreement of the Council
to participate with Unesco in deciding upon the annual
award of the Kalinga Prize for contributions toward the
popularization of science.

It was decided that an International Abstracting Serv-
ice (to be known as IAS) should be established under
ICSU, of which abstracting journals in any part of the
world may become members. The service is designed to
facilitate the exchange of page proofs, summaries, scarce
or nonperiodical publications, etc. between established
abstracting journals.

The year 1957-58 will be a period of minimal sun
spot activity, and the Council's action in this regard
had chiefly to do with the possibility of planning spe-
cial observations on the ionosphere in the polar regions
and with special observations in the equatorial belt.
Purposes of the coordination program would be pri-
marily to study the number and nature of electrified
particles emitted by the sun and to observe the circu-
lation of air in the earth's atmosphere.

As has been announced previously, the Kalinga Prize
(valued at one thousand pounds sterling annually) was
established by Sir B. Patnaik of Tulsipur, Cuttack, In-
dia, for work in disseminating knowledge of science,
whether by books, newspaper articles, films, radio talks,
or television. The first award, for 1951, is expected to
be made in the spring of 1952, and will be presented to
a candidate chosen by Unesco and ICSU. The success- •
ful candidate will be invited to visit India at the expense
of the Kalinga Prize Fund.

Members of the ICSU Executive Board who attended
the meeting in Washington included, in addition to Pro-
fessor von Muralt: H. Solberg, vice president (Nor-
way) ; John A. Fleming, the retiring president (United
States); F. J. M. Stratton, ICSU general secretary
(Great Britain); J. N. Mukherjee (India); B. Lindblad
(Sweden); B. Stromgren (Denmark); S. Chapman, and
H. Munro Fox (Great Britain); G. Laclavere, R. Del-
aby, and P. Fleury (France); H. A. Kramers (Nether-
lands) ; and J. Murray Luck, J. Dillinger, George B.
Cressey, Stuart Mudd, P. P. Ewald, H. L. Dryden, and
G. Sarton (United States). Ronald Fraser, liaison officer
between the International Council of Scientific Unions
and Unesco, who has his office at Unesco House in
Paris, also attended the meeting.

AAAS in Philadelphia
118th Annual Meeting This Month

Philadelphia, the city in which the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science was founded in
1848, will again be the scene of the annual AAAS meet-
ing this year from December 26th to 31st. The program
will include more than two hundred separate sessions.
All eighteen of the Association's sections and subsec-
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