technologies happen in this field.” The
goal is to improve organizational modes
for facilitating high-tech transfers, not
to come up with endorsements or alter-
natives to Japan’s Ministry for Trade
and Industry or the US's Microelec-
tronic and Computer Technology Corp.
» The third panel plans to evaluate
how materials research is done in other
countries. How are priorities set for
research projects? How do universi-
ties, industries and the government
interact to advance the field? The
panel will look at the ways other
industrialized nations use materials
R&D to improve their export trade and
will consider whether basic research in
the US would benefit from interna-
tional cooperation or whether the pre-

Fuqua to retire after

In a decision that took his colleagues,
staff and constituents by surprise, Rep-
resentative Don Fuqua, the much-ad-
mired Democrat who heads the House
Committee on Science and Technology,
announced in his Florida district on 14
March that he would not seek reelec-
tion in November. Fuqua is now
serving his 12th term in the House, the
last four as the respected head of the
science committee. The committee
oversees the programs, management
and budgets of several government
aerospace agencies, including NASA of
course.

First elected in 1963, Fuqua is, at the
age of 53, still young enough to pursue
another career. Soupon his retirement
next January, he will become president
and general manager of Aerospace
Industries Inc, a Washington trade
association representing the nation’s
space and defense contractors.

As a freshman in Congress, Fuqua
was named to the Committee on
Science and Astronautics, which later
took the present committee name. He
served continuously as chairman of the
Subcommittee on Space Science and
Applications from 1971 until 1981. He
became chairman of the full committee
in 1979 upon the retirement of Repre-
sentative Olin E. (Tiger) Teague of
Texas.

ferable way is to “go it alone.”
» Panel four will survey issues relat-
ing to manpower and facilities in US
universities, national laboratories and
industrial research centers. In study-
ing these matters, the panel will consid-
er current needs for new researchers
and equipment, then attempt to predict
similar needs a decade or so hence.
» The fifth panel will concentrate on
how materials researchers are trained
and what changes may be necessary to
attract and retain the best and bright-
est. This panel also will study the
likely effects of breaking down tradi-
tional barriers to interdisciplinary
science and engineering education at
the nation’s colleges and universities.
—IrwIN GOODWIN

12 terms in House

Most science leaders in Washington
consider Fuqua, in the words of NSF
director Erich Bloch, “a true friend of
research.” Bloch characterizes Fuqua
as “someone who knows what science
and engineering are all about.” On 15
May, Fuqua received NSF's Distin-
guished Public Service Award for, as
the citation reads, “his unwavering
support for basic research and educa-
tion during his 24 years in Congress.”

Fuqua always could be counted on to
provide forums for scientists and ad-
ministrators who wanted to speak out
on government decisions or particular
events. At Fuqua's initiative, his com-
mittee organized a special task force on
science policy (pHYSICS TODAY, October
1984, page 59), which has gone on to
conduct the widest and deepest evalua-
tion of the relationship of science and
government since the 1963-64 Select
Committee on Government Research
in the House of Representatives, led by
then-Congressman Carl Elliott of Ala-
bama. The Elliott committee exam-
ined the full range of R&D in 11
agencies, including the Defense De-
partment. The Fuqua task force ex-
pects to submit a draft of its conclu-
sions to some members of scientific,
academic and industrial organizations
for comments in late summer and issue
its full report in October.

US and Soviet academies sign agreement

The National Academy of Sciences
signed a new two-year agreement on
scientific cooperation with the Soviet
Academy of Sciences on 1 April. The
agreement provides for regular meet-
ings of officers of the two academies,
exchanges of academy members, work-
shops, cooperative research in areas to
be specified and exchanges of individ-
ual scientists.

NAS President Frank Press is known
to have been eager to resume ex-
changes with the USSR since 1984, but
concern about Soviet mistreatment of
dissidents was an obstacle to negotia-
tions. There is no direct evidence that
the agreement was linked in any way to
high-level understandings about hu-
man rights, and Press concluded the
agreement without seeking or getting a

go-ahead signal from the Reagan Ad-
ministration. But the State Depart-
ment was kept abreast.

The agreement provides for officers
of the two academies to meet at least
once a year to discuss possible areas
for workshops and cooperative re-
search. The meetings will alternate
between the United States and Soviet
Union. The academies are to ex-
change up to six members, designated
“Academy Scholars,” for scientific vis-
its of two to four weeks each. Plans for
the exchanges will be made once a
vear at joint meetings of the acade-
mies. Research scientists will be nomi-
nated for exchanges by each academy
in conformity with agreed criteria.
Nominees may “range from distin-
guished scientists of international sta-
ture to scientists in the early stages of
their career,” and “each side may send
up to 20 scientists annually for visits of
1 to 12 months, not exceeding an
exchange quota of 50 person-months
annually.” In addition, the academies
“agree, insofar as possible, to support
exchanges for which candidates are
invited through the sending academy
by the receiving academy.... These
visits will be in addition to the quota
set forth.”

The agreement also calls for up to
four workshops in the USSR and four
workshops in the US during the next
two years (not 12 workshops as antici-
pated in the draft “Protocol of discus-
sion” negotiated by a team last year—
see PHYSICS TODAY, April, page 57).
“Generally, these workshops shall last
3-5 days and may be followed by visits
of one to two weeks to scientific institu-
tions in the host country,” states the
agreement. The number of participants
is to be about 10 from each side.
Unlike previous agreements, the new
agreement provides for a formal review
after two years.

Scientific exchanges with the Soviet
Union have been in effect uninterrupt-
edly since 1959 and usually have been
renewed every two years or so. The
most recent agreement was in 1980, but
it was not renewed. The part of the
agreement calling for exchanges was
extended informally year by year, but
symposia provided for by the agree-
ment did not take place. Prior to 1980
there had been bilateral symposia on
such subjects as radioastronomy, par-
tial differential equations and com-
munication with extraterrestrials.

The new agreement differs from
earlier agreements in that it puts much
more emphasis on regular meetings of
academy officers and lays out specific
agendas for those meetings. The provi-
sions for joint selection of workshop
topics, workshop participants and invi-
tational exchanges also are much more
specific than in the past.

—WiLLiaM SWEET [
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