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ACA Fankuchen Award to Rossmani

The American Crystallographic Associ-
ation presented the sixth Fankuchen
Award to Michael G. Rossmann (Pur-
due University) at its June meeting in
Hamilton, Ontario. The award is given
every three years to honor significant
contributions to crystallography or x-
ray diffraction. It was established in
recognition of the pioneering crystallo-
graphic work of the late Isidor Fanku-
chen, a professor of physics at the
Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn.
Rossmann was honored for his pioneer-
ing studies of the structures of large
viruses; he and his associates recently
determined the structure of the human
common cold virus by x-ray crystallo-
graphic methods. In addition he has
studied macromolecular crystals such
as catalase, lactate dehydrogenase, gly-
ceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogen-
ase and southern bean mosaic virus.

Rossmann received his BSc (1950)
and MSc (1953) from the University of
London and his PhD (1956) in chemical
crystallography from the University of
Glasgow. He held postdoctoral posi-
tions in chemistry at the University of
Minnesota (1956-58) and in molecular
biology at Cambridge (1958-64). In the
latter post he began his studies of large
macromolecules, working with Max
Perutz on the structure of hemoglobin.

ROSSMANN
Rossmann developed rotation and
translation functions—as well as the
software needed to calculate them—to
search Patterson functions for molecu-
lar fragments. In 1965 he went to
Purdue University as a professor of
biological sciences, and in 1975 he
accepted a joint appointment at Purdue
in the departments of biochemistry and
biological sciences. He has published
Molecular Replacement Methods (Gor-
don and Breach, 1972).
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The following individuals have joined
the physics and astronomy faculty of
the University of Wyoming: Melvin
Dyck, formerly associate astronomer at
the University of Hawaii Institute for
Astronomy, has become professor of
physics and astronomy and director of
the university’s Infrared Observatory.
Robert R. Howell, formerly assistant as-
tronomer at the Institute for Astron-
omy, has become an assistant professor
of physics and astronomy. Earl J. Spillar,
who recently received his PhD from
Princeton University, has become an
assistant professor of physics.

Shoji Nagamiya, formerly a professor of

physies at the University of Tokyo, has
become a professor of physics at Colum-
bia University.

Gary Steigman, formerly a professor at
the Bartol Research Foundation of the
Franklin Institute, has become a pro-
fessor in the departments of physics
and astronomy at Ohio State Univer-
sity.

Michael M. R. Williams, formerly head of
nuclear engineering at Queen Mary
College in London, and Edward Larsen,
formerly of Los Alamos National Labo-
ratory, have been named professors of
nuclear engineering at the University
of Michigan.
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James Rainwater

James Rainwater, professor of physics
at Columbia University for four dec-
ades and a Nobel laureate, died on 31
May 1986. Born in Council, Idaho, on 9
December 1917, he moved with his
family to the San Joaguin valley in

California soon thereafter. He was
noted in his high-school years for his
scholastic excellence and strong inter-
est in mathematics and physics. He
graduated from Caltech in 1939 and
was appointed a teaching assistant at
Columbia University, where he re-
mained the rest of his life. He wrote his



