
The American connection
to Soviet microelectronics
A former Soviet physicist solves a longstanding mystery about
the identities of two Americans who disappeared during the Rosenberg spy case
and engaged in technology transfer for the Kremlin ,,

Mark Kuchment

Ever since the cold war of the late
1940s, the US, joined at times by
Europe, Canada and Japan, has sought
to restrict sophisticated technology
with military potential from reaching
the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact
allies. Despite such efforts, the US has
not been completely successful in
achieving the goal of limiting or elimi-
nating the flow of militarily valuable
data and products from West to East.
The Soviet bloc has been able to acquire
advanced technologies from the West
in various ways—by espionage and
entrepreneurship, as exemplified in
Pentagon accounts of Vax 11/782 mini-
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computers and an array of microelec-
tronics, seismographs and lasers
shipped illegally to Warsaw Pact coun-
tries through a variety of real and
phony companies in Europe and else-
where. For all the horror stories of
spying and smuggling, there have been
virtually no instances of scientists and
engineers defecting or emigrating to
contribute to Soviet military R&D.
That is why a case involving two
American electrical engineers is so
interesting. It is a conspicuous exam-
ple of technology transfer that, as it
happened, lifted a corner of the shroud
of secrecy that long concealed military
research in the Soviet Union.

About three years ago, while inter-
viewing Soviet emigre scientists, I
heard repeated accounts of the success-
ful careers of two Americans—Filipp
Georgievich Staros and Iozef Venia-

minovich Berg, respectively chief de-
signer and chief engineer of the princi-
pal electronics design bureau operating
in Leningrad under the auspices of the
military during the 1960s and 1970s.
While the identities of the defectors
could be established through the tales
of these emigres, the dramatic stories of
Staros and Berg required some detec-
tive work to piece together their lives
before their arrival in the USSR.

Staros, it turns out, was born Alfred
Sarant, and Berg was Joel Barr. Both
were associated in a Communist Party
cell during the 1940s with Julius and
Ethel Rosenberg, who were executed in
1953 after being convicted of passing
US atomic bomb secrets to Soviet
agents. Both were known as compe-
tent, but not particularly outstanding,
electrical engineers. They arrived in
the Soviet Union from Czechoslovakia

44 PHYSICS TODAY / SEPTEMBER 1985 0031-9228 / 85 / 09JXT «Jnstitute of Physics



Leningrad Design Bureau located in the wing at left of the Dom
Sovetov. The bureau housed the center for microelectronics and
minicomputers in the Soviet Union during the 1960s. Filipp Staros ran
the bureau from Room 1900-S, the corner office, with balcony,
on the third floor.

at the end of 1955 or the start of 1956.
Here I will discuss in greater detail

the career of Staros, who achieved a
remarkable degree of celebrity in the
USSR for an American.

According to his Soviet colleagues
now residing in the West, Staros de-
serves considerable credit for develop-
ing a form of minicomputer used in
automating steel mills, power stations
and other industrial operations. Some
even call Staros the father of microelec-
tronics in the Soviet Union. His par-
enthood is said to have begun with a
seminal paper delivered at a confer-
ence of scientists and engineers in
November 1958, forcefully suggesting
that microelectronics could lead the
way toward advancing Soviet weapon-
ry. It is widely accepted that it was
Staros who first introduced the term
microelectronica into Russian—though
it wasn't legitimized until Volume 16 of
the third edition of the Great Soviet
Encyclopedia appeared in 1974. In the
encyclopedia the word is defined as the
field of computer technology dealing
with integrated electronic assemblies,
including semiconductors.

Staros's former coworkers agree that
his ideas gained acceptance for the
following reasons: The Soviet Union
had encountered great difficulties in
developing microelectronics and com-
puters on its own and in introducing
such technologies into production pro-
cesses and weapons systems—though
political and military leaders soon
grasped the implications of these tech-
nologies for defense. So, whether
Staros knew it at the time or not, his

appearance in the USSR was auspi-
cious. For the men in the Kremlin he
apparently embodied the "right
stuff"—a combination of characteris-
tics that the Soviets were convinced
had led to scientific and technical
advances in the US. He was both a
well-trained researcher and a hard-
driving manager.

Plugged into the Kremlin
Consider, then, these excerpts from

three of my interviews with Soviet
emigres:

Our director was outstanding.
On top of being a good scientist and
a strong personality, he emanated
the aura of an American. In addi-
tion, he had high-level connec-
tions. He knew Dmitri Ustinov
[the late Minister of Defense] and
individuals from the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party
and, I think, people from the KGB.

Staros was invited several times
to discuss his projects at meetings
of the Military-Industrial Com-
mission [the influential Voenno-
Promyshlennaya Kommissiya or
VPK].

Everyone recognized him as not
only a thorough professional but
also a talented organizer.

There is no doubt that Staros's mili-
tary connection was important. It pro-
vided him with access to the Soviet
hierarchy, enabling him to obtain
funds and facilities to carry out his
research programs. Those dealing with

the Military-Industrial Commission,
described rather loosely by Henry Kis-
singer1 as "a party-state organization
in charge of all the defense industries,"
often come face-to-face with the Soviet
political establishment—members of
the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party, deputy prime ministers,
senior military officers and top scien-
tists and bureaucrats in the State
Committee on Science and Technology.

There also is no doubt that Staros's
participation in the construction of the
cyclotron at Cornell University in the
late 1940s earned him a repute of sorts
among Soviet scientists and bureau-
crats. Observers of Soviet society such
as Hans Rogger2 and Kendall Bailes3

claim that US technology and culture
superseded those of Western Europe in
the 1920s. But Soviet disillusionment
with American society set in during the
1930s, due mainly to the Wall Street
debacle in 1929 and the Great Depres-
sion, which Communists argued was
dramatic proof that the predictions by
Marx and Lenin of the West's economic
collapse were indeed true. Ideology
notwithstanding, Soviet enthusiasm
for US technology was restored by the
end of World War II. Following the
death of Stalin in 1953 and especially
during the period of detente, US
science, technology and culture were
held in high esteem.

Still, Soviet leaders were certain
they could not depend upon the US or
its allies for technological advances.
Any sense of scientific and technical
inferiority could be dispelled at home
and abroad, it turned out, by such
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spectacular events as nuclear bombs
and space flights. Despite these
achievements, though, difficulties per-
sisted in organizing research and in
manufacturing products.

After the devastation and debilita-
tion caused by World War II, here came
Staros, well-trained and self-confident,
apparently heralding a new era of
automation and modernization for So-
viet factories and industries, as well as
for military systems and, possibly, of-
fice procedures. He attracted admirers
in droves. He held out the possibility of
making the right decisions about re-
search programs. He also might show
how to manage large research groups,
consisting at times of unruly scientists.
Such attributes coincided exactly with
the Soviet ideal of an R&D operation, in
which such outstanding scientists as
Abram Ioffe, Mstislav Keldysh, Sergey
Korolev and Igor Kurchatov had shown
themselves to be successful project
managers.

Staros's Soviet colleagues knew little
of his past before he arrived from
Prague, accompanied by his American
wife, four children and another Ameri-
can engineer who called himself Iozef
Berg. Some insisted that Khrushchev
himself had brought Staros to the
USSR. Eric Firdman, an emigre physi-
cist, claims it was Pyotr Vasilievich
Dementiev, then the Minister of the
Aviation Industry. Others think
Staros was recruited by Ustinov, who
was Minister of Defense Industries at
the time. No matter who was responsi-
ble for him coming to the USSR, Staros
was treated well from the start. For
one thing, his salary was 700 rubles per
month—significantly greater than the
550 rubles a deputy minister of the
USSR would have been paid each
month. For another, within months of
his arrival, he was appointed director
of a newly established laboratory at a
military research institute in Lenin-
grad.

The choice of Leningrad by Soviet
authorities appears to have been natu-
ral. Leningrad became the center for
research on semiconductors after the
Soviet Academy of Sciences set up its
Physical-Technical Institute and its

Institute of Semiconductors, both
founded by Ioffe, then considered the
country's most influential physicist.

A great transformation
The choice of Staros to head the

institute came as a surprise. The
somewhat mysterious origin of Staros
is characterized in his official Soviet
biography in a single sentence: "In
1941, graduated from a university in
Toronto and started work as a re-
searcher." Even so simple a statement
turns out to be misleading—perhaps
intentionally. No university in Tor-
onto had any record of graduating a
student named Staros—or of anyone
with that name ever attending.

Assessing certain technological ad-
vances in the Soviet Union is difficult
at best, but even harder when it in-
volves military systems. Secrecy is
paramount in such matters. The cre-
ators of such technologies are not
usually identified, and then only when
they have died. Thus, making known
the identity of the designer of a Soviet
computer would be a curious anoma-
ly—and even moreso when he hap-
pened to be an American who worked
as an electrical engineer on Cornell's
cyclotron in the 1940s and emigrated
secretly through Mexico and Czechoslo-
vakia to the Soviet Union in the midst
of the US's most controversial spy case.
But under the name of Filipp Staros, he
attained great importance, though lit-
tle prominence, as director of a re-
nowned microelectronics institute in
Leningrad during the 1960s. More-
over, in 1969 he was awarded a coveted
State Prize.

After failing to trace Filipp Staros
back to the US or Canada over nearly
18 months, I almost abandoned all hope
of solving the riddle. In the summer of
1983, while in Europe on academic
matters, I interviewed several emigres
from Czechoslovakia to seek more in-
formation about Staros. None of my
contacts knew anything about him. The
night of my return home to Cambridge,
I relaxed with a copy of The New York
Review of Books. Suddenly, there it
was: a review of a book4 about the
Rosenbergs that mentioned their

friends who had probably disappeared
behind the Iron Curtain. I ran to
Harvard Square, bought a copy of the
book and found the name Sarant. All
the pieces of the puzzle soon fell into
place.

Alfred Sarant had received his BS in
electrical engineering from The Cooper
Union in New York City in 1941.
During the war, he worked on commu-
nications systems at Fort Monmouth
and Bell Laboratories. After the war
he took part in constructing the cyclo-
tron at Cornell's nuclear physics labo-
ratory. I showed a snapshot of Sarant,
obtained from his sister, to Philip
Morrison, who had been at Cornell
then. Morrison immediately identified
Sarant as his next-door neighbor from
1947 to 1950 in Ithaca, New York.
When Eric Firdman, who had worked
under Staros in Leningrad, was shown
the photograph, he hesitated; then,
after a small mustache was drawn on
the face, he insisted excitedly that it
was Staros.

Of course, a snapshot is not convinc-
ing proof. Nor is the name Sarant took
in the Soviet Union. Staros's Russian
patronymic of Georgievich means son
of George, and, indeed, the name of
Sarant's father was George. The name
Staros sounds Greek in origin. Accord-
ing to his sister, Electra Jayson, their
father's full name was Epamenonda
George Sarantopoulos, which was later
changed to Nonda George Sarant. The
family on both sides was Greek Ortho-
dox. His former Soviet colleagues re-
called that Staros claimed Greek ances-
try and enjoyed Greek movies. Emigres
said Staros had told them he had four
brothers. So did Sarant. Firdman and
Sarant's sister independently gave
identical, detailed descriptions of Sar-
ant/Staros. Firdman recalled that Sar-
ant boasted to his Soviet coworkers
that he had once participated in build-
ing a cyclotron in the US, though he did
not say where or when.

There are also several discrepancies
in the known facts about Sarant/
Staros. Sarant was born on 26 Septem-
ber 1918. Staros was born in 1917,
according to the Soviet Encyclopedia,
and, according to Firdman, his birth-
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Alfred Sarant, shown here in a 1945
snapshot, has been identified by Soviet
emigres as the American electrical
engineer who attained fame and fortune of
sorts in the USSR under his adopted name
of Filipp Staros.

day was observed on 24 February.
When Sarant abandoned his wife and
children in Ithaca, he left for Mexico on
9 August 1950 with Carol Dayton, the
wife of a neighbor. In the USSR,
Staros's American wife was called
Anna. Staros's close friend was Joel
Barr, who also disappeared in 1950. In
the USSR, Staros's deputy was named
Iozef Berg.

Why did Sarant leave the US and
adopt a new identity? It is known that
FBI agents interviewed Sarant in Itha-
ca on 18 July 1950 (a day after Julius
Rosenberg was arrested), and accused
him of keeping an apartment for espio-
nage purposes at 65 Morton Street in
Manhattan. FBI records indicate Sar-
ant was an American Communist Par-
ty member until 1944 and that he and
Julius Rosenberg belonged to the same
cell. After his interrogation, Sarant
was told he could visit relatives in New
York City and, thereafter, he seems to
have dropped from FBI files. In 1951,
when asked about Sarant by Rosen-
berg's lawyers, US District Attorney
Irving Saypol issued a statement:
"There is insufficient evidence at the
present time to warrant filing a com-
plaint against Sarant . . . on any possi-
ble Federal charge."

Perhaps Sarant left the US in panic
after being questioned by the FBI. The
convictions of physicists Klaus Fuchs
and Alan Nunn May, the arrest of the
Rosenbergs, the escalation of the cold
war, the opposition to Communism
implicit in the McCarran-Walter im-
migration act and the imminent rise of
McCarthyism all may have had some-
thing to do with Sarant's decision to
defect. Possibly his decision was
strengthened by his marital troubles
and his love affair with Carol Dayton.

Beyond this, however, there is only
speculation.

The importance of ideology
What is apparent from my inter-

views with emigres and, more recently,
with Americans who observed the car-
eers of Sarant/Staros and Barr /Berg in
Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union is
that both men were Communist ideolo-
gues. Both lived in Czechoslovakia
between 1950 and 1956, working in
electronics R&D for the military. One
informant, Morton Nadler, who lived
in Prague from 1948 to 1959 and
worked for Antonin Svoboda, a mem-
ber of the Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences and the country's leading
computer scientist, met Staros and
Barr just before they moved to the
Soviet Union. They attempted to per-
suade Nadler to come with them and
take part in the design and production
of minicomputers used to control mili-
tary and industrial systems. By that
time Nadler was disenchanted with
Communist socialism and refused to
move further East. For a while he
exchanged letters with Staros, who
bragged that he had first pick of the
best and brightest graduate students in
the USSR for a new laboratory and was
inventing what he called "an eye in the
sky," which Nadler interpreted as
meaning an electronic spy satellite,
though the first sputniks had not yet
been launched into space. Nadler con-
cluded from the lifestyles of Staros and
Barr that they had "very good connec-
tions" and, because they did not social-
ize with other American expatriates in
Czechoslovakia, that they probably had
been spies in the US.

Later, in 1976, a US computer expert
on a scientific exchange program with

the USSR bumped into Berg at a
conference on electron microscopy in
Tashkent, the capital of Soviet Central
Asia. Berg claimed to have been born
in South Africa and said he acquired
his obviously New York accent from
American friends in Johannesburg.
During his stay in Leningrad, the
American computer expert spent an
evening with Berg and his family. Berg
called for the scientist in his black
Volga, a car generally reserved for
important Soviet officials. He brought
his guests to his cluttered six-room
apartment, an unusually spacious
housing arrangement anywhere in the
Soviet Union. The guests were greeted
by Berg's Czech-born wife, his daughter
Vivian and a middle-aged woman by
the name of Anna Staros, who had
come to Leningrad from Vladivostok to
visit her children. Judging by her
command of the English language, the
computer expert figured she was, like
Iozef Berg, a native American. It was
obvious from the conversation that she
was the wife of Filipp Staros, then
working for the Soviet Academy of
Science in Vladivostok.

Berg appeared well informed about
advanced computer technology in the
US. The American scientist considered
Berg's information to be possibly no
more than two months behind the
latest work. Berg asked questions
about restricted information and classi-
fied technology, but when the Ameri-
can evaded the questions, Berg turned
to other topics without showing any
irritation or displeasure, though, the
American recalled, the sidetrack had
not passed unnoticed by Berg.

Once Barr and Berg became one
person, it was easy to find out his
American background. Barr had been
born in New York City in 1916. He
received a BS in engineering from City
College of New York in 1938 and
worked at Fort Monmouth at the same
period as Sarant. He also worked at
Western Electric and Sperry Gyro-
scope.

Some assume that the successful
careers and special favors for Staros
and Berg imply that they were Soviet
spies when they lived in the US.

PHYSICS TODAY / SEPTEMBER 1985 47



Joel Barr, like Sarant, disappeared soon
after the Rosenbergs were arrested on

charges of passing atomic secrets to the
Soviet Union and turned up as a

microelectronics expert, according to
former colleagues, at the Leningrad Design

Bureau during the 1950s and 1960s.

Considering the suspicious and con-
spiratorial nature of Soviet leaders, it is
difficult to comprehend how else Staros
and Barr could attain such positions of
importance in the USSR. The most
plausible explanation is that they pro-
vided knowledge and skills the Soviet
Union then lacked. They excelled in
microelectronics technology, and Sar-
ant/Staros especially, by dint of his
experience at Bell Labs, knew how to
manage a research organization.
Whatever the reasons, Staros became a
respected member of the Soviet mili-
tary R&D community, a rare privilege
for a Russian scientist or engineer, let
alone an expatriate American. To
achieve this status, a Soviet scientist or
engineer needs a second-class clearance
from the KGB. Presumably, Staros
and Berg had such security clearances.

When he left the US in 1950, Sarant
had limited knowledge of US computer
technology and microelectronics. Com-
puters still used vacuum tubes. Per-
haps the single development with the
most far-reaching consequences for
computers was the transistor, invented
by William Shockley, John Bardeen
and Walter Brattain at Bell Labs in
1947. Staros may have gained better
understanding of computer design
while working in Czechoslovakia,
where he was in touch with Svoboda.
Even so, his former Soviet colleagues
say, Staros's opinion of Czech computer
science was quite low.

Lab with a box number
Staros kept informed about develop-

ments in electronics mainly by reading

US journals. By way of this form of
technology transfer he was able to
manage a series of spectacular suc-
cesses in his early years in the Soviet
Union. Firdman asserts that Staros
"sped up work on airborne comput-
ers"—one of the major gaps in Soviet
military technology in the 1960s. This
helps explain why Staros may have
been a favorite of Dementiev and Us-
tinov. With each achievement he was
able to expand his lab, first into a
design bureau and then into a combina-
tion design bureau and production
plant. At the start, recalls Firdman,
Staros had about a dozen people. When
Firdman arrived in 1964, Staros's bu-
reau was so secret it was known as
pochtovyi yashchik—that is, a postal
box number. It was called Post Office
Box 155, Leningrad. But, says Fird-
man, it was known for its military
research. The lab had more than 800
employees and some pilot production
lines for semiconductors.

It was unquestioned that Staros had
the support and confidence of the
Soviet military and political oligarchy.
One of the earliest signs came in 1958,
when Staros presented a report to a
conference of scientists and managers
in the electronics industry. It advocat-
ed a major commitment to accelerate
R&D in microelectronics. The military
and political decision was to accept
Staros's report. After 1960, Staros was
accorded the title of chief designer. In
1967 he was awarded the additional
title of Doctor of Technical Sciences,
and in 1969 he received the State Prize.
The citation, signed by Keldysh, the

president of the Soviet Academy of
Science, credited Staros with heading a
"collective of specialists" who devel-
oped a small computer used to control
production processes in the energy,
metals, electronics and glass indus-
tries.

The computer was produced at Star-
os's Leningrad Design Bureau, located
in a wing of the rococo Dom Sovetov,
built in the style known derisively in
the Soviet Union as Stalin Gothic. The
machine was identified only as UM-1-
NKh. Weighing 150 pounds, the 100-
watt UM-1 contained 8000 transistors
and more than 10 000 resistors and
capacitors. At the time, its designer
was said to be a certain Comrade
Filippov. Not until Staros got the State
Prize was the identity of Filippov pub-
licly made known as Filipp Georgievich
Staros.

The NKh in the computer's name
formally stood for Narodnoe Kho-
zyaistvo (State Economy), says Fird-
man, but the behind-the-bench joke
was that it also stood for Nikita
Khrushchev, considered the godfather
of Staros's design bureau. Khrushchev
visited the lab in 1962 to see UM-1 and
its 264-pound successor, named Elec-
tronica K-200.

The Leningrad Design Bureau's K-
200 attracted attention in the West. A
process-control computer, using the
first Soviet-made integrated circuits
and capable of performing 40 000 oper-
ations per second, it was not considered
an innovative departure by American
and British reviewers, but its appear-
ance was hailed as a well-engineered
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State Prize for Staros and his Leningrad
researchers was announced in Pravda on 9
November 1969 under the headline "New
Squadron of Laureates." The citation was
signed by Mstislav Keldysh, president of the
Soviet Academy of Science.

machine, "surprisingly up to date."
Staros's influence had increased en-

ormously in 1961 with the creation of a
powerful bureaucracy, the State Com-
mittee of the Electronics Industry,
which rose to the status of a ministry in
1965. The minister, Alexander Shokin,
received his engineering degree in 1934
from Bauman Advanced Technical Col-
lege in Moscow, one of the most presti-
gious engineering schools in the USSR.
He worked for many years in the
defense industry and, after World War
II, became Deputy Minister of Radio
Technology, which was responsible for
producing electronic components for
radar, communications equipment and
computers. The components included
various types of vacuum tubes, magne-
trons, klystrons, transistors, semicon-
ductors and integrated circuits. From
its outset the State Committee of Elec-
tronics Industry was hailed as perhaps
the haughtiest of the so-called "Eight
Sisters"—the eight industrial minis-
tries most important in military pro-
duction. Obviously, as the head of the
ministry, Shokin wielded great power.
He also was under great pressure to
come up with rapid developments equal
in quality to those in the West. To do
this, Shokin gave Staros the task of
planning a semiconductor R&D facility
just outside of Moscow.

With the full support of the Central
Committee and the Council of Minis-
ters, Staros created the Center for
Microelectronics at Zelenograd, which
has since become the Soviet Union's
high-tech capital, a sort of state-run
Silicon Valley.5 The center was orga-

nized according to Staros's grand de-
sign. Firdman, now a computer specia-
list in the US, describes it:

All development of the center
was undertaken by a group of five
to ten people under the direction of
Staros. Our project was not the
result of wishful thinking. It was
meticulously thought out. We
were young and enthusiastic.
Staros knew all the relevant peo-
ple, enjoyed high authority and
had carte blanche from Khrush-
chev. . . .
The decisions to establish the Zeleno-

grad center were all classified. It was
the first of several more microelectron-
ics laboratories that were soon set up in
Riga, Minsk, Tallin, Erevan and Tbilisi.
Firdman says the model for these
centers were R&D labs at such US
companies as IBM, Texas Instruments
and Raytheon. The operation at the
Zelenograd center had additional
American idioms. As Firdman recalls
it, Staros consumed dozens of US scien-
tific journals every day. "Nobody could
make an appointment with the boss
without preparing himself by reading
American scientific literature that
dealt with the topic of discussion," says
Firdman.

The Zelenograd center included sev-
eral research institutes and design
bureaus, a technical college (now the
Institut Electronnoi Tekhniki) and a
production plant. Staros was appoint-
ed Associate Director General of Re-
search, a post he held concurrently
with his job as chief of the Leningrad
Design Bureau. The dual appointment

caused trouble for Staros. He was
forced to stay in Leningrad to counter
attacks by the local party authorities
against his recruitment and research
practices. The Leningrad bureaucrats
objected to a foreigner, particularly an
American, running a prestigious, top-
secret lab. Moreover, they raged
against Staros's habit of hiring on the
basis of merit, often taking on Jews and
nonparty members. To make matters
worse, Staros resisted party attempts to
force him to hire favored people. Un-
der constant criticism particularly
from Grigori Romanov, the second sec-
retary of the Leningrad regional party,
Staros spent less and less time at
Zelenograd, which developed so suc-
cessfully that his Soviet colleagues soon
realized they had a ripe plum in their
hands.

In desperation, Staros wrote to
Khrushchev, detailing his grievances
against the powerful Leningrad party
and complaining about the lack of
support from the Minister of the Elec-
tronics Industry, Shokin. Unfortu-
nately, Staros's timing could not have
been worse. He sent his letter in early
October 1964. Khrushchev was over-
thrown a few days later, on 14 October.

In the aftermath, Staros's letter,
dealing with electronics, was dutifully
forwarded to none other but the minis-
ter involved, Shokin. The minister's
action was predictable. Staros was
summoned from Leningrad to Shokin's
office. An emigre source gave an ac-
count of Shokin's words to Staros:
"Filipp Georgievich, it seems to me you
have the strange fantasy that you are
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the founder of Soviet microelectronics.
That is all wrong. The Communist
Party created Soviet microelectronics,
and the sooner you realize that fact the
better it will be for you."

Staros's position at both Leningrad
and Zelenograd clearly were in jeopar-
dy. Early in 1965, he was removed
from the Zelenograd associate director-
ship, but Shokin himself intervened to
keep Staros at the top at the Leningrad
Design Bureau. Then, in 1970, the
Leningrad Party boss, Vasilyi Sergie-
vich Tolstikov, was appointed ambassa-
dor to the People's Republic of China,
and Romanov was elevated to the top of

Staros's obituary, lauding him as an
"indefatigable scientist and talented
organizer" at the Leningrad Design Bureau,
appeared in Izvestia on 17 March 1979.
Signed by a panoply of scientific and
political organizations, the death notice
said the memory of Staros "will remain in
our hearts forever."

the regional party. "Romanov tried to
push our design bureau to merge with a
big research and manufacturing orga-
nization named Positron, and Shokin
was able to extricate Staros," recalls a
former coworker at the Leningrad De-
sign Bureau.

The Kremlin strikes back
Still, Staros undoubtedly realized

that new masters were manipulating
events he had no power to influence. In
1973, Romanov became an alternate
member of the Politburo, which gave
him absolute control of the Leningrad
region. One of his first actions was to
initiate a merger of Staros's design
bureau with the larger research labora-
tory of the Svetlana radio manufactur-
ing company. Staros faced another
turning point, as he had at Cornell in
1950: He could stay on and endure the
consequences or he could start life
anew somewhere else. Thus, at the age
of 60, Staros decided to accept the offer
of running an electronics lab in the
newly created Far East branch of the
Soviet Academy in Vladivostok. To
lure him to Vladivostok, 11 time zones
from Leningrad, the prospect of Aca-
demy membership was dangled before
him.

The move brought him neither any
new possibilities for advanced research
nor membership in the Academy. His
name appeared on the list of prospec-
tive academicians several times, the
last in 1979. It was bruited in Academy
circles that he was supported by Kel-
dysh and Defense Minister Ustinov,
but the old boy network opposed him.
He was admired by his workers but
resented by his peers. Staros did not
practice the research style so often
favored by Soviet academicians: a sys-
tematic approach that requires pa-
tience and relative anonymity. Staros,
by contrast, was impatient and egoistic.

At his death in March 1979, suppo-
sedly from a heart attack while riding
in a taxi in Moscow, none of his
computers was in mass production. His

obituary appeared in Izvestia on 17
March, saying:

Soviet science has suffered a
heavy loss. In the 63rd year of his
life, Professor Filipp Georgievich
Staros, a member of the Presidium
of the Far East Division of the
Academy of Sciences of the USSR,
a recipient of the State Prize and
Doctor of Engineering, passed
away suddenly. Death has torn
from our ranks an indefatigable
scientist and talented organizer,
who for many years devoted all his
efforts and brilliant talents to the
development of Soviet scientific
and technological research. As
head of a design bureau in the
electronics industry for 20 years,
Chief Design Engineer Filipp Geor-
gievich Staros made a great contri-
bution to the formation and devel-
opment of microelectronics for the
fatherland. The memory of Filipp
Georgievich will remain in our
hearts forever.
The obituary was not signed by

Staros's family, friends or colleagues,
in keeping with Russian custom, but by
the Soviet bureaucracy—the Academy
of Science, the Ministry of the Electron-
ics Industry and the State Committee
on Science and Technology. This was
an official expression of appreciation
for an American expatriate who pio-
neered Soviet microelectronics in a
national hour of need.
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