in great detail and the photophysics of
interstellar molecules at least briefly.
There are a few imperfections or omis-
sions. For instance, there are a num-
ber of references to reviews and books,
and yet I could not easily find a
reference to Physical Processes in the
Interstellar Medium (Wiley, New York,
1978) by Lyman Spitzer, even though it
is the “general bible” on the interstel-
lar medium. I would like to have seen
cross references to chemistry occurring
in the terrestrial and planetary atmo-
spheres. Nevertheless, this is very
minor criticism and I consider it a
successful and refreshing book.
Epwin E. SALPETER
Cornell University
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