ies involving land, water and energy
resources in India, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and Pakistan. From 1964 to
1966, he was the American member of
the Education Commission of the Gov-
ernment of India, which made recom-
mendations for basic changes in India’s
educational system.

Revelle was the first chairman of the
National Academy’s Board on Science
and Technology for Development and
he served as president of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science in 1974.

MacArthur Fellowships
for Nelson, Meselson

David Nelson, professor of physics at
Harvard University, has been awarded
a five-year, $172 000 grant by the John
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foun-
dation in Chicago. Nelson, 32, received
his PhD from Cornell University in
1975 and currently specializes in con-
densed-matter physics and chemistry—
the theory of melting, characterization
of underlying geometric structures in
amorphous matter, and the theory of
the glassy state. Nelson says that he is
“not entirely sure” how he will make
use of the MacArthur money, except
that he will take a leave of absence
from teaching and committee assign-
ments next spring so as to devote
himself fully to research. His key
research interest, at this time, is the
development of a topological theory for
the structure and statistical mechanics
of glass. This endeavor grew out of
work he did with Bertrand Halperin at
Harvard five years ago, Nelson says.

Matthew Meselson, Thomas Dudley
Cabot Professor of the Natural Sciences
at Harvard, has received a $250 000
MacArthur grant. A biologist, Mesel-
son has worked on genetic engineering
and on issues connected with chemical
and biological warfare. During the
past year, Meselson has attracted at-
tention with a theory that “yellow
rain"—a murky phenomenon that the
Reagan administration has attributed
to Soviet chemical warfare—is actually
a natural toxin carried by bee excre-
ment.

New award for work on
electromagnetic launchers

A new medal named in honor of the
late Peter Mark has been established to
recognize work on electromagnetic
launch technology (see PHYSICS TODAY,
December 1980, page 19). The first
recipients included Richard Marshall
(Australian National University) and
Henry Kolm (EML Research and MIT).
A third medal was given to Mark’s
widow on his behalf. The medals were
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