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The history of physics must be pre-
served, accurately and fully. Otherwise
physicists, their students, and the
public will scarcely be able to under-
stand the development of physics and
its deep importance for our civilization.

The AIP Center for History of Physics

is dedicated to promoting better un-
derstanding of the history of physics
and its meaning for society. Programs
include:

• Aid to physicists and their families in
preserving their papers at appropriate
repositories.

• Reference services for textbook
writers, historians, and the public.

• Historical research, publications,
exhibits.

• A Newsletter available free on
request.

• The extensive collections of the
Niels Bohr Library: personal papers
of physicists . .. archival records of
physics societies . . . oral history inter-
views conducted by the Center and
others .. . photographs . . . etc.

We Need Your Support

The Center relies on the cooperation
and financial support of the physics
community. Join us as a Friend of the
Center for History of Physics by send-
ing your tax-deductible contribution
(any size is welcome) to:
Center for History of Physics
American Institute of Physics
333 East 45th Street
New York, N.Y. 10017

served on the program committees of
many international conferences and
was, at the time of his death, a member
of the editorial board of the Journal of
Physics, of the Solid State Physics
Subcommittee of the Institute of Phys-
ics, of the SERC Physics Committee
and the editor of the Prentice-Hall
International Series on Optoelectron-
1 C S - M . S. S K O L N I C K

Royal S gnals and Radar Establishment
Malvern

Hans Ekstein
Hans Ekstein, a physicist at Argonne
National Laboratory for many years
known for his work on scattering the-
ory and the foundations of symmetry,
died on 6 January 1984.

Ekstein was born in 1908 in what was
then the eastern part of the Austrian
Empire and grew up in Vienna. He
began his scientific education in Berlin,
obtaining his PhD in physical chemis-
try with M. Polanyi. A refugee from
Hitler's Germany, he worked in
France, then came to the US in 1941.
He first settled in Kansas City and
worked to prepare crystals for radio
and navigational use in the war.

After the war, he worked at the
Armour Research Foundation and then
moved to Argonne, where he was a
senior physicist from 1956 until 1973.
His interests shifted to fundamental
theoretical physics, in particular, to
scattering theory. After retirement
from Argonne he moved to southern
France and continued to work at the
Centre de Physique Theorique in Mar-
seille, where he stimulated interest in
scattering theory in the group.

He was the first to put the theory of
rearrangement collisions and scatter-
ing in quantum field theory on a sound
conceptual basis (1955-56). His work
on "presymmetry" provided a starting
point for the distinction between kine-
matical and dynamical aspects in rela-
tivistic theories. As time went on he
focused more and more on fundamental
problems on the borderline between
physics, mathematics and philosophy.
At the time of his death he was engaged
in a long quest to understand the
operational significance of gauge invar-
iance. "I wanted to understand why
the sky is (sometimes) blue" was his
paraphrase for his motivation. Indeed,
for those of us who had the chance of
pursuing discussions with him, his
freshness of approach, his relentless
pursuit of truth, his complete lack of
any personal vanity made knowing him
a rare pleasure, one that we shall
sorely miss. A G R O S S M A N N
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