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energy supply methods can be esti-
mated by such a committee, all analy-
ses admit to unforeseen factors that at
a leter date could alter the conclu-
sions reached. As a result, while prior-
ities are recommended, the door tends
to remain open for essentially all ap-
proaches. The second reason is that
the committee’s recommendations are
easily lost in the largely self-serving
debate that is indiscriminately report-
ed by the media.

It is discouraging to contemplate, but
there appears no way to overcome this
impasse, given our political system and
our business-as-usual attitude. Each
year the economy is becoming more
vulnerable from foreign dependence on
critical energysupplies. Itisnotunlike-
ly that thiscould lead toa real crisis, and
drawing a parallel to the experience of
Pearl Harbor, attitudes would quickly
change. Cost and environmental fac-
tors relating to energy supply would
probably become secondary. Insuchan
eventuality, it is likely government
decisions would be made, and actually
carried out, to develop and implement
certain selected methods for supplying
the nation’s basic energy require-
ments. Here our scientific leadership
could play an effectiveroleinidentifying
the technical approaches deserving of a
concentrated effort. It is probable that
in this hypothetical situation of severe
national stress, as was true for the
numerousnew developmentsvitaltothe
World War II effort, our scientific lead-
ership would receive and deserve the
respect and support of the government
and the public in providing the neces-
sary guidance.
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Correction

May 1980, page 82—In the second para-
graph of the letter by Lance Kethley
entitled “Suppressing amateurs” the
sentence reading “Also during the re-
cent meeting of the AAS in San Fran-
cisco, we were denied the opportunity
of presentation” contained an unfortu-
nate printing error—AAS should read
AAAS. Our apologies to the American
Astronomical Society for this mistake
in identity. a
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FREE Catalog

New 4-way relief from problems with
minicomputer supplies and accessories.

1. One-stop shopping.

Inmac (formerly known as
Minicomputer Accessories
Corporation) has a catalog
of over 1000 products. Every-
thing from racks and line-
printer paper to connectors
and cables Each designed
to help keep your minicom-
puter or word processing
system up and running
2. Hassle-free ordering.

Inmac lets you order by
mail or phone. So keep this free
calalog close It makes those once-tough tasks like
ordering your magnetic media easy, fast and foolproof
3. Fast shipment of just the quantity you need.

Inmac ships your order within 24 hours from centers in
California, New Jersey and Texas. In a bind? Call us for the
many special services that can get your products to your
installation even faster, with no minimum-order requirement
4. Field-proven quality means precision performance.

Inmac guarantees every product in these 70 pages for
al least 45 days. And even some for up lo len years

§ lnmac Send for your FREE

Inmac catalog or call
— (408) 727-1970 today!

2465 Augustine Drive, P.O. Box 4780, Santa Clara, CA 95051
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SOUND ABSORPTION COEFFICIENTS (ASTM C423-77)

PAD THICKNESS MOUNTING
Fiberglass 1
Sealed in PVC 1%2" - % Ib. density 7
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Supplied in several finishes and colors as well as baked
white enamel. Available directly from manufacturer.

Refer to SWEET'S Section 9]
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