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best known books are Variatiunal Prin-
ciples in Dynamics and Quantum Theory
and A Treatise on Irreversible and Sta-
tistical Thermophysics. In 1969 he and
Henry Margenau started the interna-
tional journal Foundations of Physics, of
which he remained an editor until his
death.

Gregarious and extroverted, his
forthrightness and lack of false modesty
endeared him to some, made enemies of
others. His co-workers and many friends
in different parts of the world enjoyed his
unique kind of humor, were buoyed by his
passion for life, and stimulated by his
enthusiasm for intellectual pursuits.
Sentimental and deeply emotional, he was
intensely loyal to individuals whose
friendship he valued, expecting the same
degree of allegiance in return. But per-
haps the most enduring impression will be
his automatic reflex to side with, and
concretely support, human beings—
whether fellow students in Germany,
penniless intellectual exiles in Palestine,
or anyone else who crossed his path—who
were treated unjustly or in need of help.

ALWYN VAN DER MERWE
University of Denver

John M. Peech

John M. Peech died on 10 June 1979 at
the age of 37. Despite the brevity of his
career, he had been involved in an ex-
traordinarily wide range of activities as a
physicist, musician and poet. After
studying for two years at the Royal Con-
servatory of Music in Toronto, he re-
turned to his home town of Ithaca to
study Applied Science at Cornell Uni-
versity. As an undergraduate he assisted
Robert Pohl with experimental studies of
the ultrapurification of alkali halide
crystals. He then earned his PhD at
Harvard University (1974) studying cy-
clotron resonance in metals at far-infrared
frequencies, a subject he brought to a new

level of sophistication. Pursuing his in-
terests in applied science, he worked for
several years at Stone and Webster En-
gineering Corp analyzing pipe restraints
and other components of nuclear power
plants, and initiating an experimental
program to test some of the assumptions
of the designs. Subsequently he returned
to Cornell, where, at the time of his death,
he was working with Pohl on geophysical
problems relevant to nuclear waste stor-
age. Throughout his career as a physicist,
Peech retained his love of music; in 1973
he won the Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra
Competition and gave a brilliant concert
performance of Bartok's Second Piano
Concerto with the Orchestra. He also was
an accomplished poet and had several of
his poems published in the New Yorker.
Because of his loyalty and unique inten-
sity and versatility, John will be long re-
membered by his friends in many walks
of life.

WILLIAM J. SKOCPOL
MICHAEL TINKHAM

Harvard University
ROBERT POHL

Cornell University

Laurence A. Marusak

Laurence A. Marusak, who had recently
been appointed an assistant professor of
physics at Wayne State University, died
unexpectedly in Michigan on 19 Decem-
ber 1979 at the age of 26. Born in Penn-
sylvania, he received his BS degree in
physics and chemistry from Millersville
State College in 1975. Marusak earned
his PhD in solid-state science from the
Pennsylvania State University in 1979,
where he held an National Science
Foundation Engineering Traineeship in
the interdisciplinary solid-state science
program. Prior to joining Wayne State,
Marusak was also a project associate in
the Materials Research Laboratory at
Penn State.

Marusak's research activities and in-
terests were in the interdisciplinary area
of materials science, with a doctoral thesis
that included synthesis, magnetic studies
and Mossbauer spectroscopy of iron sul-
fides, x-ray emission, Auger spectroscopy
and some high-pressure work. In addi-
tion, he had acquired technical skill in the
area of rf sputtering and was actively en-
gaged in studying the physics of amor-
phous magnetic oxides of iron. In his
brief teaching career, he pursued his
duiies with great enthusiasm and was
highly regarded by his students.

Marusak impressed his colleagues with
his energy, ability and promise as a re-
searcher, but even more so by the warmth
of his personality and genuine interest in
others, as evidenced by his many fruitful
collaborations. His premature death has
deprived the physics community of a
talented and promising contributor, and
those who have been his direct associates

have been deprived of a friend who will be
remembered with affection.

R. L. THOMAS
A. M. DE GRAAF

Wayne State University
L. N. MULAY

The Pennsylvania State University

William S. Benedict

William S. Benedict, an internationally
distinguished spectroscopist and profes-
sor emeritus of the Institute for Physical
Science and Technology of the University
of Maryland, died in Washington D.C., on
10 January. He was 70 years old.

Benedict earned his bachelor's and
master's degrees from Cornell University
in 1928 and 1929, respectively. His sci-
entific career was well underway in 1933
when he received his PhD from MIT.
Benedict's doctoral dissertation on the
structure of nitrogen dioxide was the basis
of a landmark paper. He published sev-
eral other papers on the absorption
spectra of small molecules from 1933 to
1935 while serving at Princeton Univer-
sity as a fellow of the National Research
Council.

After six years as an industrial research
chemist, he joined the Geo-physical
Laboratory of the Carnegie Institution in
Washington (1942-46) and then the Na-
tional Bureau of Standards (1946-52).
His work during the interval from 1942 to
1952 featured the first of his notable
measurements on the spectra of water
vapor and the oxides of carbon. He has
been widely acclaimed for fundamental
contributions delineating the mechanism
of the water-vapor laser, and for his dis-
covery of hydrogen chloride in the atmo-
sphere of the planet Venus.

While principally a theoretician in his
later years, he was never completely di-
vorced from experimental matters. In
fact, he was the originator of what is now
called the "Benedictine Slits" technique,
an ingenious method for investigating a
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