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length on our image, especially the "false
image" we present to the layman by
dressing up and posing for photographs
instead of showing what working physi-
cists really look like.

I would like to know if the editors agree
with Fowler's point, and whether they
make an effort to eliminate such silly
pictures of physicists supposedly at work.
Please note that I don't find the other
pictures in the issue objectionable as they
are all either mug shots or show ceremo-
nial occasions. None purports to show
physicists at work.

STEVEN GOTTLIEB
Argonne National Laboratory

3/14/79 Argonne, Illinois 60439

We certainly agree with Fowler that photo-
graphs should show physicists unposed—
however, no one we know of has ever seen
Allan Bromley not wearing a bowtie.

The Editor

Mark Twain's black hole

This year, while we celebrate the centen-
nial of Einstein's birth, the black hole is
a popular object for many public lectures
and articles for the layman. It is not well
known that Mark Twain has described in
his inimitable style some of the properties
of this singular object. The following
passage copied exactly is from Mark
Twain's short story Jim Baker's Bluejay
Yarn.

"Then he cocked his head down and
took another look; he glances up per-
fectly joyful, this time; winks his
wings and his tail both, and says, 'O,
no, this ain't no fat thing, I reckon! If
I ain't in luck!—why it's a perfectly el-
egant hole!' So he flew down and got
that acorn, and fetched it up and
dropped it in, and was just tilting his
head back, with the heavenliest smile
on his face, when all of a sudden he
was paralyzed into a listening attitude
and that smile faded gradually out of
his countenance like breath offn a
razor, and the queerest look of sur-
prise took its place. Then he says,
'Why I didn't hear it fall.' He cocked
his eye at the hole again, and took a
long look; raised up and shook his
head; stepped around to the other side
of the hole and took another look from
that side; shook his head again. He
studied a while, then he just went into
the details—walked round and round
the hole and spied unto it from every
point of the compass. No use. Now
he took a thinking attitude on the
comb of the roof and scratched the
back of his head with his right foot a
minute, and finally says, "Well, it's
too many for me, that's certain; must
be a mighty long hole; however, I ain't
got no time to fool around here. I got

to 'tend to business; I reckon it's all
right—chance it, anyway.'

So he flew off and fetched another
acorn and dropped it in, and tried to
flirt his eye to the hole quick enough
to see what become of it, but he was
too late. He held his eye there as
much as a minute; then he raised up
and sighed, and says, 'Consound it, I
don't seem to understand this thing,
no way; however, I'll tackle her again.'
He fetched another acorn, and done
his level best to see what become of it,
but he couldn't. He says, 'Well, I
never struck no such a hole as this, be-
fore; I'm of the opinion it's a totally
new kind of a hole.' Then he begun to
get mad. He held in for a spell, walk-
ing up and down the comb of the roof
and shaking his head and muttering to
himself; but his feelings got the upper
hand of him, presently, and he broke
loose and cussed himself black in the
face. I never see a bird take on so
about a little thing. When he got
through he walks to the hole and looks
in again for half a minute; then he
says, 'Well, you're a long hole, and a
deep hole, and a mighty singular hole
altogether—but I've started in to fill
you, and I'm d-d if I don't fill you, if it
takes a hundred years!' "

C. KRISHNA KUMAR
Howard University

3/13/79 Washington, D.C.

More on OMB regulations

I was puzzled by the discussion in the
"State and Society" department in Feb-
ruary (page 85) of new OMB regulations
on figuring the cost of federally sponsored
research projects. In particular, I was
puzzled by the fact that you thought that
these regulations "may create problems
for university research programs." So far
as I can judge from your description, they
may in fact help university research pro-
grams.

I am sure you are aware that grants
made by government agencies tend to be
made for a fixed sum. Insofar as pay-
ments must be made to the university for
overhead and "staff benefits," the amount
of money available for research is drasti-
cally reduced. The universities, who are
represented by their administrators, at-
tempt to increase the amount of the
overhead as much as possible because
they would like to funnel the funds as
much as possible into their "unrestricted"
budgets. These unrestricted funds are
very seldom used for scientific research.
In addition, many schools make sub-
stantial charges under the "staff-benefits"
heading for graduate-student tuition
scholarships, which are awarded in the
institution as a whole and may have no
relation to the research being supported
by the grant. Insofar as the negotiations
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