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Carter announces nominees for DOE assistant secretaries
The Carter administration is in the pro-
cess of filling several recently vacated and
newly established posts in the Depart-
ment of Energy. John C. Sawhill was
recently sworn in as Deputy Secretary,
replacing John O'Leary, who resigned,
and Edward A. Frieman is to be Director
of the Office of Energy Research, replac-
ing John M. Deutch, who is now Under
Secretary. Four new assistant secretaries
have also been nominated.

The nominations come as part of a
general restaffing and reorganization of
the DOE that began with the appoint-
ment of Charles W. Duncan Jr to fill the
shoes for former Secretary of Energy
James Schlesinger. Technical programs
at DOE had been managed by five assis-
tant secretaries and an Office of Energy
Research. A decision was made with the
appointment of Duncan to restructure the
offices of the assistant secretaries so that
they are organized by energy source rather
than by state of development, as they had
been (see figure below).

The two new posts, those of Assistant
Secretary for Nuclear Energy and Assis-
tant Secretary for Fossil Energy, were
established to accommodate the two en-

ergy technologies that are now under
commercialization.

Sawhill has been president of New
York University since 1975. In 1973 and
1974 he was associate director for natural
resources, energy and science at the Office
of Management and Budget, and he was
with the Federal Energy Administration
in 1974 first as deputy administrator and
then as administrator.

Frieman, a plasma theorist, is deputy
director of the Princeton Plasma Physics
Laboratory and professor of astrophysical
sciences at Princeton University. He
received a BS in engineering from Co-
lumbia University (1945) and an MS
(1948) and PhD (1951) in physics from
the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn.
During World War II, Frieman served
with the Navy and participated in the
Bikini A-bomb tests. After the war, he
taught at Brooklyn Poly. In 1952 he
joined Princeton's controlled thermonu-
clear research project, now known as the
Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory.
He was appointed head of the laboratory's
theoretical division in 1953. In 1964 he
became associate director of the Plasma
Physics Laboratory. Frieman has

worked mainly in MHD theory, statistical
mechanics, plasma transport theory and
plasma stability.

George M. Fumich Jr has been nomi-
nated to the new post of assistant Secre-
tary for Fossil Energy. He has been
program director for fossil energy within
the office of the Assistant Secretary for
Energy Technology. He received his law
degree from West Virginia University and
has been involved in fossil fuels since
1963, when he became associate director
of the Office of Coal Research at the De-
partment of the Interior. From 1975 to
1977 Fumich was on the senior staff in
fossil energy at the Energy Research and
Development Administration. When
ERDA was merged into the DOE he as-
sumed the post of program director for
fossil energy.

Ruth M. Davis was nominated to be
Assistant Secretary for Research Appli-
cations. She would replace George S.
Mclsaac, who has resigned. Davis has
been Deputy Under Secretary of Defense
for Research and Advanced Technology
since 1977. She received her MA (1952)
and PhD (1955) from the University of
Maryland in mathematics. She was a
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Reorganization at DOE. The boxes show the responsibilities of the
assistant secretaries, all of whom report to the Under Secretary of Energy.
In the new plan, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Energy Tech-

nology was broken up, and its constituent parts have been reassigned
to other offices. Inertial confinement fusion was, and continues to be,
the responsibility of the Assistant Secretary for Defense Programs.
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lecturer at the University of Maryland
from 1955 to 1957, and at American Uni-
versity in 1957 and 1958. Between 1958
and 1965 she was in research management
at David Taylor Model Basin and at the
Department of Defense. She then served
as director of the Lister Hill National
Center for Biomedical Communications,
associate director for research and de-
velopment at the National Library of
Medicine, and director of the Institute of
Computer Science and Technology, Na-
tional Bureau of Standards.

Thomas Stelson is nominated to be
Assistant Secretary for Conservation and
Solar Energy, replacing Omi Walden, who
recently became an advisor to the Secre-
tary for conservation and solar marketing.
Stelson is vice president for research at
the Georgia Institute of Technology. He
received his doctorate in civil engineering
in 1952 from the Carnegie Institute, where
he worked until moving to Georgia Tech

in 1971. He has held his present position
since 1974.

George W. Cunningham has been
nominated to be Assistant Secretary for
Nuclear Energy. Since 1978 he has been
Counselor for Atomic Energy Matters and
Deputy Chief of the US Mission to the
International Atomic Energy Agency in
Vienna, Austria. Cunningham received
his BS in chemical engineering in 1954
and his MS in metallurgy in 1955 from the
University of Tennessee and a PhD in
metallurgical engineering in 1960 from
Ohio State University. He worked at the
Battelle Memorial Institute between 1965
and 1966, when he joined the Atomic
Energy Commission's Reactor Research
and Development Division. He remained
with the agency as it went through the
transitions to the Energy Research and
Development Administration and the
Department of Energy, eventually be-
coming program director for nuclear en-

ergy at DOE in 1977.
William W. Lewis has been nominated

to be Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Evaluation, replacing Alvin L. Aim, who
has resigned. Lewis is principal deputy
assistant secretary of defense for program
analysis and evaluation. He received a
BS in physics from Virginia Polytechnic
Institute in 1963 and a PhD in theoretical
physics from Oxford University in 1966.
He was with the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Systems Analysis)
until 1969. From 1969 to 1971 he was
associate provost for resource planning
and a lecturer in public and international
affairs at Princeton University. From
1971 to 1973 he was director of the Office
of Analytical Studies at the University of
California at Berkeley. From 1973 to
1977 he was with the World Bank. In
1977 Lewis joined the DOD and served
briefly as deputy assistant secretary and
then in his present position. —MEJ

Yuri Orlov's wife
fears for his health

Irina Orlov, after a visit in August with
her imprisoned husband, Soviet physicist
Yuri Orlov (PHYSICS TODAY, July 1978,
page 61), wrote a report on his condition
that reached Scientists for Orlov and
Scharansky, a group of US scientists
working for the welfare of politically im-
prisoned Soviet scientists. Orlov de-
scribed her husband's deteriorating
health at the hands of the Russian prison
authorities. "My husband looked ex-
tremely emaciated," she wrote. She also
said that he is suffering from untreated
dental disease.

As a result of injuries received in a 1966
automobile accident, Orlov develops se-
vere pains in the head and spine when he
is exhausted. These chronic handicaps
are not taken into account, however, in his
work quota. Like all Soviet prisoners,
Orlov must do at least 48 hours of physical
work each week, and must fulfill a pre-
determined production quota. He has
been assigned to work on a lathe. As
punishment for not meeting his work
quota, Orlov has been deprived of the
opportunity to purchase extra food in the
camp shop.

Orlov tries to keep up his scientific
work in his free time, but "The camp ad-
ministration does everything it can to
prevent him from doing his own work,
even in his free time," according to Orlov's
wife. He is forbidden to conduct scien-
tific correspondence, his letters and tele-
grams are confiscated, including those
from the US, and his scientific notes were
confiscated, to be returned only after
Orlov went on his third hunger strike.

Orlov spent five days in a punishment
cell, the small, barren karster, during his

campaign to regain his scientific notes.
Thereafter his output was so low that his
foreman sent him to work outdoors. But
the prison authorities ordered him back
to the lathe, and when Orlov refused he
was put into the karster for another five
days.

Orlov was arrested in 1977 for having
founded the Helsinki Watch Group. He
was tried in secrecy and was convicted in
1978 of anti-Soviet agitation and sen-
tenced to seven years imprisonment in a
strict regime labor camp followed by five
years of internal exile.

Orlov's wife closed her letter with a plea
for help. "I ask that you take notice of
my husband's difficult situation in the
camp. I am very fearful for my husband's
health. The authorities are gradually
killing him." —MEJ

Department of Education
gets under way
The new Cabinet-level Department of
Education has been signed into law after
more than a year of House-Senate ping-
pong. Strongly pushed by President
Carter since his election campaign, the
Department will consolidate a number of
education programs now located in other
Federal agencies and departments and is
expected to be budgeted at about $14
billion a year.

President Carter has nominated US
Appeals Court Judge Shirley M. Hufs-
tedler to be the first Secretary of Educa-
tion.

Earlier versions of the Department
threatened to take away from the Na-
tional Science Foundation a large fraction
of its science education programs, but a
House-Senate conference committee
decided to expedite matters by including

in the final draft of the bill only those
NSF programs that both houses agreed
should be transferred: the Minority In-
stitution Science Improvement Program,
which receives about $5 million a year in
support, and that portion of the Pre-col-
lege Teacher Development Program that
deals with elementary-school teachers,
amounting to less than $3 million a year.
These come out of the Science Education
Directorate, which had a Fiscal Year 1980
appropriation of $84.7 million.

Sessler resigns as head
of Lawrence Berkeley Lab
Andrew M. Sessler has resigned as direc-
tor of the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory,
citing a desire to return to research and
difficult relations with the Department of
Energy as his reasons. Sessler's resigna-
tion will become effective 1 January or as
soon thereafter as a new director is iden-

SESSLER
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