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esting one with potentially profound im-
plications in the future. The question is,
how far in the future—is there really a
need for a tape depository now? AIP
would be very interested to hear from
other physicists who see a need for this
type of depository, particularly those who
might use deposits as opposed to making
deposits.

The present PAPS depository is accu-
mulating at the rate of about four or five
deposits per month. The majority are
indeed computer-generated tabular data.
But whether such data would or could be
used as part of the input to other physi-
cists' computer programs, or directly to
"look up" particular values, is perhaps not
obvious. Besides, a substantial number
of the deposits are in categories such as
extensive details of mathematical proofs,
detailed descriptions of experimental
apparatus and procedures, and so on.
The rate at which copies of deposits are
presently being ordered by users is about
10 to 20% of the deposit rate.

Mirman and Schindler mention some
of the technical questions that would have
to be settled in creating a tape depository.
There are also problems with the long-
term security and integrity of tape ar-
chives. And, of course, there is the cost
factor. In principle PAPS could be used
as a depository for any reproducible ma-
terials, and the question of a computer-
tape depository will be brought before
AIP's Publications Board (the editors of
all the journals published by AIP).

ELLIOT PLOTKIN
A. W. KENNETH METZNER

Publications Division
American Institute of Physics

12/22/77 New York, New York

Request for help

We have recently formed a small depart-
ment specializing in solid-state physics.
We badly need journals, books and
equipment. Donations, as well as low-
priced offers, would be most welcome.
Please write to: Coordinador, Depto. de
Fisica, Instituto de Ciencias de la Univ-
ersidad Autonoma de Puebla, Apdo.
Postal J-48, Puebla, Pue. Mexico.

R. BAQUERO
Instituto de Ciencias

Uniuersidad Autonoma de Puebla
12/15/77 Puebla, Pue. Mex.

More recognition of teachers

It is about time that the problem of rec-
ognition for teaching is faced squarely,
and I am happy to see the letter by M. A.
Ijaz in these columns on this very impor-
tant subject (August, page 11). Lack of
interest on the part of university admin-
istrators to evolve any kind of guidelines

to recognize teaching is a universal disease
which is crippling the field of education
not only in the US but in the entire world.
Having a long tail by way of publications,
however mediocre they may be, has be-
come a sine qua non condition for getting
promotions for faculty in all disciplines,
not just in physics. A clever person gets
this tail to be very long by publishing the
same material as a letter, a paper at a
conference, an internal report and finally
as a review or a chapter in a book, if luck
favors him. Of course, a dedicated re-
searcher will never stoop to doing such
things, just as a dedicated teacher will
never stop updating his lecture notes.
But, then, both species are fast becoming
rarer commodities these days, but for
entirely different reasons. A dedicated
research scientist is forced to abandon his
chosen path of intellectual pursuit be-
cause the system under which he func-
tions requires that he beat his drum as
loud and as fast as he can to catch the eyes
of the powers that be. On the other hand
a dedicated teacher abandons his chosen
path because it has become a pathological
obsession with university administrators
to ignore teaching and to recognize me-
diocre research output as something de-
sirable.

When such is the situation in the de-
veloped nations, what can one say about
developing nations that unwittingly or
deliberately choose to ape the methodol-
ogies of the developed nations? While
the developing nations are in step now
with the so-called developed nations in so
far as ignoring teachers is concerned, they
have gone one step further (like adding
insult to injury) by discriminating
amongst researchers. For example in
some countries university authorities ask
their faculty to indicate the number of
papers published in foreign journals in
contrast to the local journals, and the
weight is always in favor of publications
in foreign journals. Of course they are
perpetrating this slavish attitude under
the guise that "science is international."

Swami Vivekananda, a pragmatic-saint
of Old India, has summed up the value of
the student-teacher interaction as fol-
lows: "One should live from his very
boyhood with one whose character is like
a blazing fire and should have before him
a living example of the highest teaching."
The basic tenet of the old Indian educa-
tional system was the recognition of
teacher as equal to God. It is a pity that
India, which has established laudable
traditions in recognizing the value of its
teachers to the development of its society,
is fast slipping in its mad rush to catch up
with the so-called developed nations. I
should say we really have caught up, be-
cause in India also, these days, a mediocre
research scientist is considered superior
to even the best teacher.

And now we are hearing voices from the
developed nations such as the US pro-
testing the injustice done to its teachers.
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