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The war years left Wentzel isolated in

neutral Switzerland. Pauli had taken
refuge in the United States and Wentzel
held the fort until 1946 (when Pauli re-
turned), teaching both at the University
and at ETH. By now a Swiss citizen, he
was more severe than many others in
condemning the follies of Nazi Germany.
Scientifically, his interests turned to
meson theory. He developed the well-
known strong-coupling approximation,
which predicted, in a special sense, the
excited nucleon states (isobars). Several
of his students (Jost, Felix Villars) worked
on related problems.

In 1948, Wentzel made a US tour and
visited the University of Chicago, then the
"Mecca of Physics." He was offered an
appointment and accepted. At fifty, he

WENTZEL

made the transition from "Herr Profes-
sor" to "Dr Wentzel" (or even plain
"Gregor") prefectly and without visible
effort. He spent the next twenty years
happily at Chicago's Institute for Nuclear
Studies (now Enrico Fermi Institute), a
brilliant lecturer and always an active
member of an intense research commu-
nity. His own interests remained forever
topical: QED (self-mass of the photon),
superconductivity (the gauge problem),
strange particles (introduction of the
spurion), and others. His breadth, rare
even among physicists of his generation,
made him the focus of most seminars, and
there were many. The range of his in-
terests can perhaps be inferred from the
contributions to a volume, Quanta (1970),
presented to him by his friends on his re-
tirement.

Wentzel was elected to numerous
learned societies, including the National
Academy of Sciences. A final recognition
of his achievements was the award of the
Max Planck Medal to him in 1976.

Wentzel's human qualities were special.
He had the gift of being able to criticize
without offending; thus, while an impos-
ing figure, he could dispense encourage-

ment to his younger entourage. He was,
always and under all circumstances, the
perfect gentleman. On two continents, he
leaves many friends and no enemies.

V. L. TELEGDI
Sherman Fairchild Scholar

California Institute of Technology
Pasadena, California

Reimar Pohlman

Reimar Pohlman, a pioneer in the field of
ultrasonic techniques, died 2 April. After
studying mathematics, physics and
chemistry at Heidelberg and Berlin he
received his doctorate in 1932. In 1934,
as assistant to Walther Nernst, he began
to investigate various applications of the
new field of ultrasonics, particularly
problems of ultrasonic imaging of objects.
He became interested in many technical
applications of ultrasonics, and he was the
founder of the first industrial ultrasonics
laboratory at Siemens in 1939. There he
worked on material testing and under-
water imaging.

In 1948 he joined the Technical Uni-
versity Zurich, where he continued his
work in biological and medical applica-
tions. He also developed new methods
for the ultrasonic cleaning, welding and
shaping of solids. His long association
with the Laboratory for Ultrasound at the
Rhenish-Westphalian University at
Aachen, Germany began in 1957 when he
became professor and director of the
laboratory. In his 20 years at Aachen he
contributed greatly to his chosen field
through hundreds of publications, as
German editor of Ultrasonics, as a
member of the International Electro-
technical Commission and as founder of
the Ultrasonics Documentation Center at
Aachen.

Hellmuth Etzold

Hellmuth Etzold, a professor in the de-
partment of electrical engineering at the
University of Rhode Island, died on 15
March. Born in Leipzig, Germany in
1909, Etzold was educated in physics at
the University of Leipzig and completed
his doctoral work in physical chemistry at
the University of Freiburg. He went on
to become head of the German Fors-
chungsgesellschaft fur Funk und Ton-
filmtechnik, and Privatdozent and chief
engineer with the Department of Tech-
nical Acoustics at the Technical Univer-
sity of Berlin. In 1963 Etzold joined the
faculty of the University of Rhode Island
as a Special Lecturer and became an as-
sociate professor in 1965 and a professor
in 1975. Etzold was active in many
committees concerned with standards and
standardization in audio and electroac-
oustics, and was a US delegate to several
meetings of the International Electro-
technical Commission. Q
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