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This is an extremely ambitious program, the last at-
tempt of this magnitude having occurred fifteen years
ago, when E. Waetzmann with the aid of about twenty
collaborators published the two volumes entitled Tech-
nische Akustik in the series called Handbuch der Ex-
perimentalphysik. The Waetzmann group and Beranek
posed for themselves similar tasks: namely to spell out
the basic facts underlying acoustic measurements, to
describe the most important acoustic appartus, to discuss
the most useful methods of electro-acoustic measurement,
and finally, to give as much theoretical material as nec-
essary for the intelligent performance and evaluation of
acoustic measurements. The mere enumeration of these
tasks suffices to indicate the scope of the undertaking.

Beranek introduces his subject with a brief history
of acoustic measurements, a 20 page section on termi-
nology, and a generalized discussion of the propagation
of sound through a medium that can be either free of
obstacles or encumbered with spheres, cylinders, disks,
and the like.

Following this, he goes into the matter of techniques
for measuring sound pressure and particle velocity,
being concerned largely with the reciprocity technique of
calibration. Microphones and ears are treated at length ;
problems of measuring frequency, acoustic impedance,
and man's ability to hear are discussed; various sound
sources are considered for test purposes; and three chap-
ters are devoted to the measurement of the characteris-
tics of complex waves. Included in this section are dis-
cussions of some statistical properties of random noise,
and also of various kinds of indicating instruments and
analyzers.

The next major section of the book deals with tests:
tests for microphones, earphones, loudspeakers, hearing
aids, and other components of communication systems.
And since we must test entire systems by means of lis-
teners, there follows a chapter on articulation tests, in-
cluding instructions for the statistical treatment of data.
After two chapters dealing with room acoustics and
acoustic materials the last chapter is dedicated to the
sound level meter.

Beranek's book is certainly up to date as far as the
American literature goes, although it bears perhaps too
heavily the imprint of the last decade, which in Beranek's
own opinion was essentially a period of applied acoustics.
This was the period during which the author was in
the thick of acoustic research, and therefore, perhaps,
it has been somewhat difficult for him to apply in his
writing the selective filtering that distance in either time
or space naturally imposes. But in a sense it is a point
of merit that Beranek has been a faithful recorder of the
contemporary scene in American acoustics.

The style of his book is pleasant and only occasionally
is it handicapped by its role of being almost a summary
technical report. The level of exposition is appropriate
for the public it wants to serve. One can safely predict
that Beranek's book will find a place on the shelf of
students and workers in acoustics. Those who do research
in more fundamental aspects of the field will find it a

convenient aid to be used in conjunction with basic works
by such authors as Rayleigh, Morse, Bergmann, and
others. Walter A. Rosenblith

Harvard University

More Usable Machines

APPLIED EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY. By A. Chapanis, W.
R. Garner, and C. T. Morgan. 434 pp. John Wiley and
Sons, Inc., New York, 1949. $4.50.

Written as a beginning text in the field of engineering
psychology, the style of writing in this book is exception-
ally easy to follow and the authors have spared no means
of making a rather difficult subject clearly understandable
to anyone who might he interested.

The book is primarily concerned with what the com-
munications engineer might call the coupling of a man
to a machine. Important sections in it deal with means
of displaying information, with the design of dials, with
the design of tone signalling systems, with the design of
controls such as those used in aircraft, and with the ar-
rangement of work on production lines. Two excellent
chapters are included which give summaries on the prob-
lems of fatigue, length of work periods, sleep, and on
the effects of atmospheric conditions, noise, light, and
color on human efficiency.

Applied Experimental Psychology differs markedly from
previous books in the field in that it attempts to deal with
the psychology of the human in relation to the job which
he has to perform. Most of the results are in conformance
with common sense. However, as an observer during the
war, it was my experience that the average mechanical
and electronic engineer pays little attention to what, after
reading this book, seems obvious.

I was not able to discover any errors of consequence.
At one point I was pleased to note four typographical
errors in two sentences, only to find in the following sen-
tence that the authors said I should have found five.

This work left me with one minor negative impression.
The authors seem to have tried so hard to clarify the
subject matter that they became a little talkative. The
result was that insufficient space remained for them to
introduce more detailed aspects of the experiments which
they report. Also, in some cases, I feel that their attempts
to simplify concepts leads one to believe that the data
are of superficial significance.

It would please me to see this book on the shelves of
electronic and mechanical design engineers throughout
the country. I am certain that widespread reading of it
will result in great improvement in the usability of ma-
chines of the future. Leo L. Beranek

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Rockets

ROCKET PROPULSION ELEMENTS. By George P. Sutton. 294 pp.
John Wiley and Sons, Inc., New York, 1949. $4.50.

In the growing engineering field of jet propulsion, per-
haps the least well documented part is the one which re-
lates to rocket power plants. Although rockets are devices
of great antiquity, it is only in the last decade that serious
effort has been made to develop them. It seems to this re-
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