
we hear that
Acoustical Society honors Beranek
The Acoustical Society of America has
selected Leo L. Beranek to receive its
Gold Medal on 9 April during the ASA
annual meeting in Austin, Texas. The
society presented the biennial award to
Beranek for "leadership in developing,
in the United States and abroad, the
desire and the capability for achieving
good acoustics in communications, work
places, concert halls, and communities."
He is president of Boston Broadcasters
Inc and a director of the Cambridge,
Massachusetts firm, Bolt, Beranek and
Newman Inc.

Beranek's major contributions have
been in the areas of noise measurement
and control and auditorium acoustics.
He is the author of several books:
Acoustic Measurements, a reference
work still in use after 25 years; Acous-
tics; Noise Reduction; Noise and Vi-
bration Control and Music, Acoustics
and Architecture.

After earning his ScD in physics from
Harvard in 1940 Beranek joined the fac-
ulty as an instructor in physics and
communications engineering, later be-
coming an assistant professor and then
director of the electro-acoustics labora-
tory. During World War II he worked
on noise control in aircraft and on im-
proving microphones and headsets used
by the military. He designed and built
the first anechoic chamber. In 1947 he
joined Richard H. Bolt in establishing
the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy acoustics laboratory, of which he
was technical director during 1947-53.
He was associate professor of communi-
cations at MIT from 1947 until 1958,
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when he assumed the position of lectur-
er that he still holds. He and Bolt
formed the company that is now Bolt,
Beranek and Newman in 1948; Beranek
was president during 1953-69. In 1963
he became president of Boston Broad-
casters and is now involved in planning
network and local television program-
ming. Beranek has been president of
ASA, the Audio Engineering Society,
the Institute of Noise Control Engi-
neers and the Opera Company of Bos-
ton.

AAAS Cleveland Prize
goes to geophysicist Nur
Amos M. Nur, associate professor of
geophysics at Stanford University, has
been awarded the 1974 American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science-
Newcomb Cleveland Prize. The award,
$1,000 and a bronze medal, is given at
each AAAS annual meeting to the au-
thor of an outstanding paper presented
at a regular session of the previous
meeting. The paper must represent
the author's previously unpublished re-
search, the majority of which must have
been presented for the first time at the
AAAS meeting, and it must make a sig-

nificant scientific contribution. Nur
received the prize for his paper on "Ori-
gins of Velocity Changes Before Earth-
quakes: the Dilatancy Diffusion Hy-
pothesis and its Confirmation," given at
the 1974 AAAS meeting in San Francis-
co.

Because the dilatancy theory suggests
an earthquake mechanism and thus
clues to prediction, it is of the utmost
interest to geophysicists.

Nur, born in Israel, did his under-
graduate work in geology at the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem and received
his doctorate in geophysics from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
in 1969. He was appointed assistant

professor of geophysics at Stanford in
1970 and associate professor in 1974.
He is currently associate editor of the
Journal of Geophysical Research.

Eight physicists receive
Institute of Physics awards

The (British) Institute of Physics has
presented its yearly awards for 1975 to
eight physicists: Daniel J. Bradley, W.
A. Coates, Raymond Hide, Anthony J.
Leggett, Walter C. Marshall, Ernst
Ruska, Richard A. Stradling and David
Tabor.

Bradley received the Thomas Young
Medal and Prize "for his contributions
to laser physics and particularly devel-
opments of the tunable dye laser." He
is professor of applied optics at Imperi-
al College.

Coates, senior experimental officer in
the Royal Institution, was awarded the
Bragg Medal and Prize "for his contri-
bution to education through the design
and execution of demonstrations illus-
trating the many lectures held at the
Royal Instittion."

The IOP presented the Charles Chree
Medal and Prize to Hide in honor of his
work on the hydrodynamics of rotating
fluids and its application to motions in
the major planets. Hide is deputy chief
scientific officer and head of the geo-
physical fluid-dynamics laboratory at
the Meteorological Office.

Leggett, of Sussex University, re-
ceived the Maxwell Medal and Prize
"for his contributions to the theory of
the behavior of condensed matter at
very low temperatures, in particular,
the elucidation of the transition in liq-
uid 3He."

Marshall was awarded the Glaze-
brook Medal and Prize for his adminis-
tration of the research and development
work of the Atomic Energy Authority.
He is chief scientist in the Department
of Energy and director of the research
group of the UKAEA, Harwell.

Ruska received the Duddell Medal
and Prize for fundamental work on the
electron microscope and continuing
work on electron optics.

Stradling, of Oxford University, re-
ceived the Charles Vernon Boys Prize
for his work on semiconducting and
semimetallic solids, particularly quan-
tum-transport phenomena and mag-
neto-phonon spectroscopy.

Tabor, who works at the Cavendish
Laboratory, Cambridge, has been
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